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Duplicate of Original Team and Wagon Now en Route from Ipswich to Marietta

e 3 o e

o
of the ox team and wagon which started December 3 to

to Marietta, Ohio and thence through the states of the Northwest
Territory. Horses and 36 men accompany the wagorn.

By courtesy of The Cincinnati Post we have a picture
re-create the journey from Ipswich, Mass,

Fart 1.
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FATHER KEPT BUSY
Father Bonnechamps must have

This Is the third of a series of articles
ouilining some of the important historieal
events which eentered in and around Cin-
cinnati, hoth before and since the white
man took possession of this region. ’

THERE is not mueh doubt that
the credit for being the first
official expedition of white men fo
descend the Ohio river from its
source to the mouth of the Great
Miami, belongs to the Prench Can-
adian, Capt. Pierre Joseph Celoron;
Quebee, Canada, and not to la
Salle, as has been claimed by Joliet.

This doubtful claim is made on
a map issued by Joliet in 1669 (on
file in the Marine Department in
Paris), whereon he states thaf the
Ohio was the “River by which De La
Salle descended in going from Lake
Erie to Mexico.” It 50 happened that
in 1669, the year the ¢map was is-
sued, was the first time La Salle
had ever heard of the Ohio river,
in an interview he had with some
Seneca Indians in Quebec. The
Senecas informed him that “the
Oyo (Ohio River) rose in their coun-
try and flowed to the sea.” They also
warned him not to enter the land
of the Shawnees, as they were “very
bad people who would Kkill the
PFrench in the night’” Much as we
would like to claim La Salle as the
discoverer of the Ohio, and the first
one to view the site of Cineinnati,
we will have to forego this claim as
being one that was inserted on the
map many years after 1669, and was
done with the idea of excluding the

BROUGHT TO HEAD

When the French learned of the
activity of the English fraders in
the Ohlo country, they knew from
past experience that it was merely
the forerunner to colonization by the
British of this rich country. Protests
had been made to the Continental
Congress about -these traders. tres-
passing on French territory, but
without results. This situation was
finally brought to a head in 1748
when the French learned that the
King of England had recognized a
newly formed company known as
the “Ohio Company,” sometimes
called the Virginia Land Company,
and also the Ohio Company of Vir-
ginia, While this name is the same
it should not be confused with the
Ohio Company which was formed at
a much later date in Massachusetts,
and was represented in this district
by John Cleves Symmes,

The King of England not only
recognized the Ohio Company but
“granted 200,000 acres of land to be
taken on the south side of the Ohio
river between Kenkiminita creek
and Buffalo creek and befween
Yellow creek and Cross creek on the
north side of the river,” and what
was most significant and sure to
start trouble, the King further made
the broad grant, ‘or in any other
portion of the ferritory West of the
Alleghany mountains.” The King
very carefully stipulated that this
grant was made with the under-
standing “that within seven years

English, whose traders were coming | {pe Ohjo Company must settle one

into the Ohio country in increasing
numbers sometime prior to 1748,

COMPARE NOTES

The Southern shores of Lake Erie
was the nearest that La Salle got to
Southern Ohio, as it was the meet-
ing place for the numerous explor-
ing expeditions that were being sent
out from Le Chine (Quebec) shortly
after it was founded in 1607, Here it
was the Joliet and La Salle would
meel, and compare notes, and this
probably accounts for Joliet mak-
ing Lake Erie the starting point for

La Salle’s trip to Mexico by way |
| and we find it spelled no less than

of the Ohio river, It was the practice
of these explorers to interview the
various members of different tribes
and have them draw pictures of the
country and rivers with which they
were acquainted. By these means
Joliet and ofher French explorers
were able to produce some remark-
ably accurate maps of lakes and
rivers, many of which they had
never seen, In 1669 the Shawnees,
referred to by the Senecas in their
conversation with La Salle, were
located principally in Tennessee and
Kentucky, and along the Northern
bank of the Ohio river, concen-
trating at the mouth of the two
Miamis and the Scioto, They were
continually fighting the Iroquois for
possession of the Ohio country

which the Iroquois claimed, Even-
tually the Shawnees acquired title
to Southern Ohio by treaty with the
Iriquois and by conquest., ]

J hundred families on these lands and
build a fort.”
FRENCH SOON ACT
It did not take the French long
to act after learning of the inten-
tions of the Ohio Company, as the
Governor of Canada in the spring
1749 directed Capt. Celoron to de-
scend the Ohio river and by suitable
formalities preempt and re-establish
France's claim to the Ohio country
by right of discovery.
American historians have differed
as to the exact name of Celoron,

| six different ways. The French Am-

bassador at Washington, after re-
ferring our inquiry to his govern-
ment at Paris, states that “the name
must be spelt as follows: Pierre-

Joseph Celoron, sieur de Blainville.” [

The expedition left Le Chine
(Quebec) June 15, 1749, and was
quite a formidable affair, consist-
ing as it did of twenty large birch
bark canoes, and about 240 men, It
is needless to say that the expedition
must have been a very colorful one
consisting as it did of “eight sub-
altern officers, six cadets, an arm-
orer, 20 soldiers, 180 Canadians, 30
Iroquois, and 25 Abenaki Indians.
In addition, Celoron had a chaplain,
by the name of Father Pierre Jean
de Bonnechamps, who called himself
“Jesultte Mathematician.”

heen a very busy man, for in addi- |
Itiou to acting as chaplain, he was |
iling master of the expedition ana |
ept a military journal of the
vents, His original manuscript 1s
on file in the Archives of Marine,

aris.

1t is not hard to picture the pomp
and ceremony that the French
ould display as the expedition pro-
eeded down the river, and parti-
cularly as each landing was made.
Celoron expected not only to re-
establish France's claims, but most
important of all to impress the
Indians with the importance of
PFrance, and to have them remain

loyal allies, and expel the British

traders.

Celoron made six formal landings
of his expedition between the source
of the Ohio river and the mouth of
the Great Miami. Al each 1and1r_1g
a lead plate was buried and & tin
sheet was tacked up on a nearby
tree calling aftention to the fact.
Only one of these plates was ever
recovered. A fragment of this plate,

LovisS XV ROY

MANDA NT DVN
NS1EVR LE M
NDANT GENERAL

VR. RETABLIRE
IQVES VILLAGELS
INIEREYEJANGUE
RIVIERE oYo
POVR
\PE POSSES
DitrE oN

TERRE S
X SOVRCES
9V’EN ONT

as shown in the illustration taken |
from Randall's “Rise and Progress |
of an American State,” is now in
the possession of the Antiquarian
Society of Worcester, Mass. The
original plates were eleven inches

| wide and seven inches high.

|
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ENGRAVING IN PLATE
Engraved in French on each plate
was the following with a blank space
left to indicate the point of burial,
which in our case we have inserfed
the Riviere De La Roche (Great
Miami river):

“In the year 1749, of the reign
of Louis XV, King of France, we
Celoron, commander of a detach-
ment sent by Monsieur the Mar-
quis De La Galissionere, Governor
General of New France to rees-
tablish tranquility in some Indian
villages of these cantons, have
buried this plate of lead at the
confluence of the Ohio and the
De La Roche, this 24th day. of
August, near the River Oyo, other-
wise Belle Riviere, as a monument
of the renewal of the possession
we have taken of said Riviere
Oyo and of all those which empty
into it, and all of the lands on
both sides as far as the sources
of the said rivers, as enjoyed or
ought ‘to have been enjoyed by
the Kings of France, preceding,
and as they have their maintain-
ed themselves, by arms and by
treaties, especially those of Rys-
wick, Utrecht and Aix La Cha-
pelle.”

To make doubly sure the British
would take notice and respect the
| Prench claims, Celoron also tacked

/| to get along without traders

a tin sheet on a nearby tree, on|
which he set forth a “Process ver-|
bal” bearing the coat of arms of |
France, and certifying that a plate |
had heen buried “in the presence |
of the principal officers of our de- |
tachment.”

TRAIN OF EVENTS

It was thus that the landing of
the French and the burying of the
sixth and last plate at the mouth
of the Great Miami river marks the
beginning of the frain of events
which took place at this historic
spot. Celoron and his party become
the first official expedition of white
men to land in this section, the |
first ones to nayigate the Ohinl
river from its source to this point,

and the discoverers of the Great
Miami river which they named the
Riviere A La Roche, and which they|
subsequently navigated almost to its |
source in Northern Ohio. ‘

Father Bonnechamps records in
his journal that after the final cere- |

imonies. the expedition proceeded up|

the Riviere A La Roche to Picka-
willany (Piqua)
strong Miami Confederacy, most
powerful member of which was the
Shawnee Nation, He notes that the |
river was so low that about half-
way to Pickawillany most of them
had to abandon their boats and
proceed overland, but Celoron him-
self and party, in order to make a
more ciznified entrance, confinued |
on by boat. Finally the French|
marched into Pickawillany with the
Canadian and Royal French flags
flying, Father Bonnechamps states
they were 'received Very
by the king of the Miami Confed-

eracy, several English traders also | months in

cordially | vember 19,

could not see how they were goiig
Hle
he was waiting for the French ito
act. It is plain to see from Father
Bonnechamps' notes of the convers
sation that while the chief Thad
been friendly towards the French
he was more so now towards the
English. Celoron after exchanging
presents with the chief and is
tribe, headed back to Quebec by way
of Detroit, never to return to tiis
district. -
It is apparent mnow that these
English traders, in addition ‘to
carrying on a fur frading business
with the Indians, were acting as
good-will ambassadors for the
British, and at the same ftime diyid-
ing the allegiance of the Indijans
with the French, They made ii a
point to respect the Indians and
demonstrated it by living with them
and being helpful to them. Against
this attitude, the French seemed to
act condescendingly and were, too
pompous towards them. £

TAKE PROMPT STEPS '
Celoron's expedition was well
known to the Ohio Company, axd
they also took prompt steps in 150
to offset his mission. While Celonn
was still on his way back io Quebe,
they had employed Chrisr.og's'er
Gist, an experienced surveyor: &igd
woodsman, a native of Maryland

the seat Of the|andq a resident of North Carolina,

to explore and examine “the coun-
try West of the Alleghany Mouli-
tains, expecially the land North of
the Ohio river.” It was noted that
while their grant specified land ¢
North bank of the Ohio river
Eastern ,Ohio, fhey were granted
broadly land West of the Allg-
ghanies. Christopher Gisb did not
waste any time in heading straight
for Picka willany—starfing out Octo-
per 11, 1750, and passing throngh
Shannipin’s Town (Pittsburgh),"No=
1750. Gist's Journal
that - he took about two
crossing central and

shows

being present, having been there for | Northern Ohio, using plenty of time

sometime, The word “King” was a
misnomer, as the head-of the con-
federation was a chief, and the chief
could he changed whenever the
tribes desired it. Celoron now com=
plained to the Indian King about
these traders and informed him that
the French King was very much dis-
pleased that the Miami Confedera-
tion was not keeping {aith, Early in

the expedition he had encountered]

traders and had ordered them out
of the territory, and at the same
time registering a complaint with
the Continental Congress, which was
in session in Philadelphia, but no
attention was paid to his complaint.

CHIEF COMPLAINS

The Indian chief in turn com-
plained about the French not hav-
ing been helpful to his people as
they had promised, while the Eng-
lish had been Very helpful, furnish=
ing blacksmifhs and armorers fo
mend their guns, etc. Celoron prom-
ised again to give the chief all the
| help he required, put the chief

in inspecting all the country tra-
| versed and not letting the Indians
|knnw that he was really making a |
horseback survey of their lands. He|
finally marched into Pickawillany |
|0r Twightwee, as he called it with‘
| drums beating and British and
| English flags flying. The Twightwees
(Miamis) gave him just as hearty a.|
l\"elﬂome as they had given the
French under Celoron just cighteenl
months before.
| During his visit Gist was able toj
]undo all that the French had ac-
complished and made lasting allies!
of this tribe for the English. It is in-
teresting to note that Gist mistook}l
the Great Miami river on whiely
Piqua 1is Jocated for the Little
Miami. After exchanging presents
with the Miami Confederation, Gist
returned to Virginia by way of the
Scioto river, being careful to avoid
the “Miami Slaught.erhouse“ district,
dominated by the savage Shawnees.

BRAVES PAY DEARLY
The. chief and his Miami Indian

(next Page)




braves were to pay dearly later rorl

their loyalty to the English, when
the French and their Indian allies
swooped down on the town of

Pickawillany and completely de-
stroyed it. This happened June 21,
1752, when the chief or king, to-
gather with his braves, was on a
hunting expedition in Kentucky,
and there were only a few Indians
and their squaws, together with
several English traders, leit to de-
fend the town. The English traders
seemed to have refrained from mix.
ing in the fight, but in spite of this
fact several of them were killed,
The French attack was led by a
man named Langlade, and carried
on in true Indian fashion, no warn-
ing being given of the attack, and
[the attackers remaining unseen
most ‘of the time, so that the de-
fenders never had a chance to de-
fend themselves.

The desfruction of Pickawillany
|-was really the start of the French
and Indian wars, although it did
not officially begin until 1754, after
iBr'addﬂck‘s defeat in Pennsylvania,
| when the British declared war on
! France over the possession of the
Ohio Country. They claimed {his
'terr!tor;; by reason of a treaty made
|'with the Iroquois Indians, which the
IF‘rench denied by reason of their
prior right of discovery and settle-
ment. The war did not end until
the British made the French sue for
| peace after the Battle of the Plains
{of Abraham, at Quebec in 1763.

The next article will recount some
| of the clashes hetween the pioneers
of Kentucky and the Southern Ohio
Indians, between the French and

|lndian wars and the close of the
' Revolution.




in the

Ff‘l., Dee. 1) }'?37

CINCINNATIZ _ GREAT PART
E/T

NORT TERRITORY

Sl %% K L.THOMAS RAINEY 8- ALBERT F DAW/ON -. &
ri e e — :

ou‘tfi:i;:h s::\‘!:el:gr':‘l:eﬂ;n:p::{:ex:tn;i:toﬁzﬁ __}'_Ve read of fywo freaties of Green- in the following year (1780) the

events which centered in and around Cin- "V;'llrm Logans, tWo treaties famous Gen. E;heeor‘ggergog:gz E?&;}f

elnnati, both hefore A
man took possession

e,
THROUGH the French and Indi-

an war and up to the close of
the Revolutionary War in 1783, the
southern Ohio district remained in
a wild and primitive state. No white
men had dared to live in the dis-
trict on account of the fierce Shaw-
nee Indians, and particularly Was
this so between the Miami rivers.
Kentucky was fairly well supplied
with settlements in and around Lex-
ington and at the Falls of the Ohio
(Louisville)

lution.
The first white man after Capt.

Celoron to appear in this district
was James McBride, who descended
the Ohio river in 1754, but made no
attempt to land on the north bank,
due to the unfriendly Indians, and
the fact that it belonged to France,
His party landed at the mouth of
the Kentucky river and later re-
turned to tell of his explorations.
It was not until 13 years later (1767)
that John Finley and party explored
the interior of Kentucky and re-
turned to North Carolina to tell
Daniel Boone of this wonderful
country. By this time the Ohio
Country belonged to England, hay-
ing taken it away from France in
1763. Two years later, 1769, Boone
with Finley and two others made
. his first trip into the Blue Grass
country, and succeeded in reaching
a point near Lexington, but they
could not maintain their position,
and, after suffering untold hard-
ships and being continually har-
assed by the Indians for about two
years, returned to North Carolina.

BOONE'S EXPEDITION

Boone's second expedition starte
out in 1775, just before the start ocf‘
the Revolutionary War, and this
time being accompanied by soldiers
and settlers, he was able to build a
fort (Boonsborough) and setiled
down permanently, These early
Kentucky settlements that were es-
tg.blished near the fort were con-
tinually being harrasséd by roving
bands of Indians, but it was fortu-
nate for them that the most power-
ful and warlike tribes inhabited the
country immediately north of the
Ohio and between the Miami rivers
which the Kentuckians gave the
‘I;mnderfully expressive name of
tilt::iM1 Slaughter House,” At this
2 e, Southern Ohio was dominated
y the proud and fierce Shawnee

Indians, who were concentrated par-
ticularly at the mouth of the Miami
;?:ﬂtot:;lScigg rivers, This tribe hag
t.h% Cam{inas. abited Kentucky and

o digress for a moment. I

:eﬂ‘eshlng to run across a name t;lki:
of Ry ML ah et e s
ct, as there are so
games in Ohio’s history tha:a ﬁi
uplicated over and over. It is
name that cannot be confused wlti:|

Pt T o

py the end of the Revo- |

of Fort Stanwix, numerous Pick-
ways, Piquas and Chillicothes and
even two Forl Finney's, bub only

one “Miami Slaughter House."

CONFUSION OF NAMES

mThis confusion of names only
proves that our English ancestors
were just as lacking in originality
as we are today, but when it comes
to micknames they were pre-emin-
ently original and expressive. Sad
to say, our contribution to posterity
has been to destroy all the old
names and substitute in their place
names that mean nothing. A good
example is “Bloody Run Boulevard”
(named after Bloody Run Creek),
changed to the pewildering name of
uyietory Parkway.” Future histori-
ans in writing of Cincinnati will
have many & headache in trying to
determine what victory is being cel-
ebrated. It cannot be the last war,
for no one today knows mow Who
won it.

In 1779, three years after the start
of the war of the Revolution, the
Kentucky sefttlers had entrenched
themselves SO strongly that they
were able to dispatch their first of-
ficial expedition against the Indian
allies of the British. In that year
Col, Bowman and & corps of 90 men
crossed the Ohio, and proceeded
against the strong Miaml confeder-
ation, the principal tribes of which
were the fierce shawnees and
Miamis, who had been raising so
much devilment with the Kentucky
settlements. Col. Bowman reported
having destroyed their village of
Little Pickway and capturing 250
horses while suffering & loss of ten
men, killed or missing. He also
prought back valuable information
on the “Miami Slaughter House,”
being the first one to really explore
the district. Prior to this ftime the
captives taken from the Kentucky
settlements to the Indian fowns
were the only other white men who
had seen any part of it and they
had no opportunity to explore.

NEVER IN DISTRICT

It is true that there we
traders living with the Ir:cliia:.?lgsnig
their Northern and Central Ohio
towns, as recorded 'by Christopher
Gist in 1750, when he as a repre-
sentative of the first Ohio Company!
of Virginia got as far West as Pick-
awillany (Piqua), but neither Gist
ggr;ﬂ anjy of tpe traders that he men-
thissdi:tril::its. Jjournal, ever got into

appeared on
manded the second official expedi-

tion into this district. He was forti-
fied with a much larger force and
records having purned a village call-
ed Pickway. Again in 1782, Gen.
heading a third expedition,

Te
Neéw Pickaway, t
jn the name of t
destroyed being in
naturally think of our Piqua when
we see these repetitious names, but
as stated before names Were dupli-
cated many times and most often
they were situated in different lo-
calities.
With the close of the Revolution-
ary War in 1783 and the disband-
ment of the troops, things began 10
gettle down East of the Alleghanies,
but not so in this upiami Slaughter
House" district. The Shawnees, Who
had been allies of the British, had
refused to 80 to Fort stanwix (N,
v.) and sign 2 treaty as other
British allies had done. S0 the
gruesome pusiness of raiding and
scalping parties continued unabated,
first on the Kentucky side of the
river and then on the Ohio side.

CEDED ALL TERRITORY
While the British had ceded all

“territory South of the Great Lakes,
they still manned their old North=
western forts trying to hold onto
the valuable fur trade they had es-
tablished and also fo assure payment
of indemnity to the Tories whose
property had been seized by the
colonies when they fled into Canada
rather than join the revolutionists.
1t was from these points that the
Indians were being continually
stirred up.

The British defeat had meant
nothing to the Shawnees except
more trouble and bewilderment, as

he previous village |
the spelling, We

formerly the British claimed their
country and the Kentuckians occu-
pied their hunting grounds, and now
| claimed all the Ohio couniry so
there was nothing for them to do
?r?gn E: kap ont fighting, and refus-
sign a treaty. The i
gll settlement by thss’e whitgs.rist;it;?
:,Ilizlrh:ev:tl qu.lclily they multiplied
ements a
go&; b s soon as they
1e Continental Congress
continually receiving repirrts I:c'ri:
the Kentucky settlements complain-
ing :;1'0 rf:he numezgus raids being
mad them by the Shawnees, and
ilgking for protection and he?sp.. agg
1.‘1: other hand, the friendly tribes
ike the Delawares and Wyandotts
w_ho happened into - this district'
:Jf;e also complaining to Congress'
2 ut the so-called “hunting parties
thg Kentuckians,"” The Kentuck-
ians in making their reports would
leeak Er being attacked by the In-
ans “while hunting in Ohio and
that they killed a few.”

No.4

I(m‘)‘_‘li



dian is g dead one,”
and scalped in true 1
and took just as muc
playing their prizes
dians,

50 they ki
ndian fashion
h pride in djs.
as did the In.

of this

Hostilitieg
i in Dec

until finally r of 1783

western
W treaties with the
Indians, particularly with the Shaw-
nees at the mouth of the Gireat
Miami riyer, Congtess Picked on
this spot at the juncture of the
Great Miami and Ohigp rivers be-
cause it wag known to pe the most
strategic spot in the “Miamji Slaugh-
ter House,” dque to the fact that it
dominated the main arferies of
ravel into ang out of the Indiang
\ountry, by way of the Great |
Miami and Whitewater rivers,

. APPROVAL ON SITE I

It so happens that Congress as
well as the soldiers” who actually
built the fort Were, without knowing

it, putting “thejr approval on a site
Which had been selected many cen.
turies before by the military branch
Builders, These an-

forts ang sign ne

HUNTED INDIANS

. A5 a matter of a0 the “hunting
| parties” were organized to hunt
| Indians instead of game, with which
their state was better supplied than
Ohio, and “hunting’ pargjes” merely
disguised their true intents to pre-
vent censtire from Congress, No one
can blame the Kentuckians for try-
ing to chastise the guilty Indians
ded their villages,
regrettable for them to
ndiscriminately. paying
no attention to whether the Indians
were friendly « The Ken- 0se & spot of 13 acres
tuckians by this time believed in the |on top of a nearby hill on which to

lold adage that “fhe only good In- érect & most remarkable fort, from !
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{This is the seventh of a series of artl-
eles outlining some of the Important his-
torieal eyenls which centered in and

the whiie
region,)

T was a colorful gathering that
filled fo overflowing the couneil
A house at Fort Finney on that cold
January 14, 1786, when the Shawnees
fin_a.lly marched in and took their
seats to begin treaty negotiations.
From the very outset of the proceed-
ings, it was apparent that they had
|mapped out a line of procedure, for
their chief warrior, Wiendoohalies,
from Wapotomaky, arose and opened
up the meeting without waiting for
the commissioners to act. He pleaded
with the ecommissioners to approach
the mnegotiations with sympathy,
undersianding and an open mind,
using picturesgue symbolisms to con-

vey his meaning. As Denny says,
“he wiped our eyes, opened our
hearts, ete.”

Al the conclusion of this oration,
|Gen. Parsons delivered a short
speech of welcome, to the “thirteen
fires" (typifying thirteen colonies)
at the same time informing them of
the Act of Congress appointing the
commissioners to treat with all In-
dian nations between the Mississippi
river, the Great Lakes and the Ohio
river. He concluded by informing
them that the next meeting would
cover the business before them more
fully. The Shawnees then explessed
the desire to shake hands with the
[warriors, and accordingly the of-
| ficers paraded in the center and re-
ceived them all by the hand, The
first meeting was concluded by
smoking from their pipes of peace,
and at a given signal about dark
they all marched off to their camp.

The formal negotiations were not
resumed until January 21, due to the
entertainments and waiting for a
delegation of Delaware Indians that
was on its way. This delegation of
twenty Delawares was headed by the
famous Chief Bohengeehalus, who
was rated as one of the greatest war-
riprs among all the Indian tribes at
that time, Bohengeehalus (Denny's
spelling) witnessed the signatures of
the Shawnee chiefs to the treaty by
putting his mark X after the name
of Capt. Bohongehelas (treaty spell-
ing), Denny's spelling of the name
was probably nearer correct, as he
had made a study of the Shawnee
language and records a formidable
list. of names and. expressions with

man ook possession of this

I
|
araund Cineinnati, hoth hefore and sines | the same manner as the others had ||
|
|

SALL‘TE% WARRIOR
These new arrivals were saluted in

been. A most significant thing hap-
pened just as Bohengeehalus seated
{ himself, he discovered Gen. Clark_.
and knowing him as a great warrior,
he arose and saluted him most cor-
dially. “Instead of taking hold of
'hsndc they gripped nearly at the
|shoulder. and shook hands under-
neath their right arms.”

At this point Denny gives prob-
ably the first weather report for this
district, when he mentions that it
had been snowing steadily “until the
|ground was nearly six inches cov-
| ared; hitt immediately -afier came
warm weather which melted the
whole, and eaused the river fo rise.

That evening the festivities started
again with the Shawnees putting on
| their dances, which were vary sim-
ilar to those previously perfornieq
by the Wyandottes. The officers fi-
nally persuaded the Shawnees to put
on their war, dance. FEight or ten
warriors stripped themselves almost

naked, with the exception of a breech
clout, painted their bodies and faces
to present a most horrible apprar:
ance, and after arming themselves
with tomahawks and scalping knives
were ready to begin. They first
formed a circle and for ten or fifteen
minutes danced slowly to some
mournful musie, when suddenly they
|let out a war whoop and sat lown
on seats’ provided for them, There
they sat in absolute silence for a
short- time until ene of their nun.-
ber got up, danced and capered to
the music, and then began to fell
of his exploits, the injuries the tribe
had suffered, and then switched to
urging the others to be strong and
rise up and avenge themselves
against all their enemies. At length
he was joined in the most tremmd-
ous yelling, jumping and dancing.
Suddenly, on a signal being given by
one of the chiefs, the dancing
stopped and there was silence again,
when a shorl speech was made, con-
cluding the festivities; The Shaw-
nees had been allowed to occupy the
gouncil house every afiernoon for
the past ten days, feasting and danc-
ing, with the officers and yolng

their translation,

men very often joining in the fun,
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' GREAT DAY ARRIVES

The great day long awaijted finally

larrived, January 26, when the com-

missioners first assembled the Wy-
andottes and Delawares and got
them out of the way by explaining
to Bohengeehalus and his tribe the
satisfactory treaty that had been ex-
ecuted at Fort M'Intosh, with the
rest of the Wyandottes and Dela-
ware tribes, sshich permitted them
to live on Ohio soil. Their assistance
in lining up the Shawnees was
agreed upon, but due to the death
of a Shawnee chief, January 25, the
negotiations were not resumed uniil

the next day. Two graves have been
found on the hillside just east of
Fort Miami, marked by plain field

stones. One may be the chief’s grave |

and the other that of G. Palfray, a
soldier mentioned later in this nar-
rative.

The meeting with the Shawnees
was opened with the commissioners
explaining by means of a map that
had been prepared, just what lands
had heen allotted to the several na-
tions, with the boundaries as fixed.
They were t.!d uhat they had been
enemies of the United States the
same as the British, with whom they
had allied themselves. They were
informed of the treaty with Great
Britain whereby she had ceded the

!|entire country this side of the Great

Lakes fo the Americans, and that
they, like the British, were van-
quished enemies and were going to

| be treated as such, That from now

n “they must look up to the Ameri-
cans, and they should be thankful
that they are allowed to occupy any
part, of the country which by the war
their had forfeited.” Then to soften
the blow, they were told that “more
perhaps than they expected would
be done for them, but they must
leave hostages for their good be-
havior in the future.” The meeting
then adjourned until ths next day
during which time the Shawnees

No. [




discussed the action they should |
take.

On January 27. after the Shaw-
nees had assembled in the couneil
house, their plan of action was un-
{olded, when their head warrior,
Kickwaypalethey, arose to answer
the speeches of the day before. In
a powerful speech, well thought. ouf,
he ‘“denied the power and right
which. the United States assumed,”
and asked the unanswerable ques-
tion, “has the Great Spirit given it
to the Americans to eut and portion
the country in the manner pro-
posed?” He was willing to agree to
the Ohio river as the boundary line,
bui nothing more, With that “he
|1aid on the table a mixed belt, one
| white and one black, indicating
|nence or war.” Their true signifi-
lcance being so well known, no one
|touched the belts as they laid on
the table.

DRAMATIC INCIDENT

Then occurred one of the most
tense and dramatic incidents of this
historic gathering. Gen. George
Rogers Clarke, as he arose to speak
in reply, casually swept the belis to
the floor with.-his cane, and stepped
on them. Then arose a hair-raising
roar from the Indians, which Clarke
calmly ignored, as he went on to tell
them "It is well that the United
States did not want war with them,
that the commissioners would give
them two days more 1o consider the
terms proposed, and if unfavorable
they would be given six days' rations
to allow them to refurn home, but
after that they would have 1o look
out, for they would certainly feel
the force of the United States.” The

cotmeil then broke up hastily with
considerable excitement amongst the
Shawnees.

1t is evident that the shawnees|
realized that the commissioners were |
firm and meant to stick to the terms
outlined, for that same afternoon
they returned and begged for an-|
other meeting. This time as soon as
they were seafed old King Molunthy
arose and made a short speech after
placing a white string on the table,
the significance of which was 1o/
nullify all that had been said by their
chief warrior, Kickwaypalathey, and |
to agree with the cnmmissloners'l
ferms. He pleaded for pity on the
women and children of his tribe, ebc.|

The final agreement on the t.reat_\r‘
was reached that night, January 31,
1786. but due to darkness the actual|
signing was put over until the next
morning. It is interesting to note
that this epoch-making event took
place more than three years before
George Washington took office as
the first President of the United
States of America, and abouf & year
before the Continental Congress
passed the ordinance creating the
Northwest Territory. Provisions Were
now furnished each tribe for six

|days, and five hostages were leff at

the fort by the Shawnees 2s evi-
dence of good faith, The Indians
had been having such a good time, |
however, that many of them lingered
so long that they became a nuisance
to the officers of the fort.

The next article will be devoled to
the provisions contained in this
{reaty, which opened ihe way for the

influx of white settlers that soon fol-
lowed.
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{This 15 the eighth of a series of
articles gutllning some of the important
historical events which centered in and
around Cincinnati, both before and
:i'nc&hl.h: J&“f man took possession

THE Treaty of 1786 with the war-
like Shawnee Nation, which had
been concluded at Ff. Finney as
described in the preceding article,
was based on the treaty with Great
Britain, signed at Paris two years
previously, January 14, 1784. It was
apparently written by Samuel H.
Parsons, at least*his memoirs give
him eredit for it, as well as making
the opening speech at the conference.
The American State papers on In-
dian treaties contains the full text
of the “articles of a treaty concluded
at the mouth of the Great Miami,

between the commissioners pleni-
potentiary of the United States of
America, on the one part, and the
chiefs and warriors of the Shawnee
Nation of the other part.”

In order to bind the Shawnees
firmly to their agreement, Article I

provided that “three hostages shall

be immediately delivered to the com-
missioners to remain in the pos-
session of the United States until
all the prisoners, whife and black,
taken in the late war from among

4 L. THOMAYS RAINEY

the citizens of the United States by
the Shawnee Nation, or by any other
Indian or Indians residing in their
towns, shall be restored.”

Under the terms of Article 2, “the
Shawnee Nation do 3cknowledge the
United States to be the sole and
absolute sovereigns of all the terri-
tory ceded to them by treaty of
peace between them and the King
of Great Britain the fourteenth day
of January, one thousand seven hun-
dred and eighty-four,"”

TEXT OF ARTICLES

The next two articles read as fol-
lows:

Article 3. “If any Indian or In-
dians of the Shawnee Nation or any
other Indian or Indians residing in
their towns, shall commit murder or

| falls into the Ohio, intersects said

robbery, or do any injury to the
citizens of the United States, or any
of them, that nation shall deliver
such offender or offenders to the
officer commanding the nearest post
of the United States, to be punished

according to the ordinances of Con-
gress; and, in like manner, any citi-
zen of the United States who shall
do any injury to any Indian of the
Shawnee Nation or to any other In-
dian or Indians residing in their
towns and under their protection,
shall be punished according to the
laws of the United States.”

Article 4. “The Shawnee Nation,
having knowledge of the intention
of any nation or body of Indians to
make war on the citizens of the
United States, or their counseling
together for that purpose, and neg-
lecting to give information thereof
to the commanding officer of the
nearest post of the United States,
shall be considered as parties in such
war and be punished accordingly;
and the United States in like man-
ner inform the Shawnees."

in this single sentence:
Stat,es do grant peace to the Shaw-

Nlaf.lon and do receive them
!nto their friendship and protection,”

PURPOSE OF TREATY
The paramount purpose of this
treaty is to be found in Article 6
That purpose was to remove the
warlike Shawnee Nation from their
strategic position along the water-
ways of this region so that this coun-
try would be safe for the white set-
tlers who were eager to come here.
In providing for their evacudtion of
this region, the Government allotted
to the Shawnees what is substan-
tially the northern hali of the pres-
ent State of Indiana, The south-|.
eastern corner of this allotment was
at a point a few miles above Pigua
and extended north and west from
there. At its nearest point, the new
home and hunting grounds of the
Shawnees was nearly a hundred
miles from the present site of Cin-
cinnati.
The exact boundaries were defined
in this article in these words:
“The United States do allot to the
Shawnee Nation, beginning at the
south line of the lands allotted to
the Wyandottes and Delaware Na-
tions, at the place where the main
branch of the Great Miami, which

line; then down the river Miami to
the fork of that river next below the
old fort which was taken by the
French in 1752, then due west to
river de la Pense, then down that
river to the Wabash."

As a further guaranty of the in-
tegrity of the territory which was
to be the future abiding place of
the Shawnee Nafion, the seventh
and concluding article of the treaty
set forth that “if any citizens of the
United States shall presume to set-
tle upon the lands allotted to the
Shawnees by this treaty, he or they
shall be put out of the protection
of the United States.”

TERMS MADE BINDING
The terms of the treaty were made
binding by the slgnatures of the
American eommissioners, Clark, But-
ler and Parsons, and eight Shawnee

chiefs, Aweecony, KXakampilathy,
Malunthy, Musquaconoiah, Meany-

| mescah, Waupancowela, Nihipeewa

and Nihinessicoe. The pact was at-
tested by Alexander Campbell as
secretary for the commissioners.

Equally imposing is the list of
signatures attached to the docu-
ments as witnesses—nineteen men,
Indians and white men, from that
assembly of three or four hundred
men who had gathered here on the
outermost fringe of civilization for
a solemn and notable occasion, Of
the Delaware, there were Capts. Pipe
and Bohongehelas (Bohengeehalus)
and The Big Cat. The Half King
and The Crane witnessed on behalf
of the Wyandottes, as did also Isaac
Zane, their white friend, who had
been raised in the Wyandotte
country.

NORTHWE/T TERRITO!
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~ The {ifth article of this treaty]|
was a pledge of friendship expressed
“The United|

Among the whife men who wit-
nessed the treaty there appears the
names of such fighting Irishmen as
Maj. Finney, Capt. Doyle, Ensign
MeDowell and Kagy Galloway, Here
also is Pierre Droullar, doubtless a
Frenchman, and among the others
were such good old American names
as Sam Montgomery, Daniel Elliott,
Nathaniel Smith and James Rinker,

The importance of this treaty in
the subsequent history of Cincinnati,
of Ohio and of the Northwest Ter-
ritory can hardly be overestimated.
It cleared every possible cloud from
the title to all the lands which the
Shawnee Nation claimed fo own.
Under its terms the Shawnees moved
out of this region and treked north
and west to the land allotted to them
in Northern Indiana and Western-

-| Central Ohio.

RECORDS ARE MEAGER

Government records are meager
as fo the details of the evacuation
of this region by the Shawnees. This
is only to be expected; because there
were vastly. more important things
to do than keep records of the days
and dates of this migration. A new
form of government was being fash-
ioned by American statesmen; a new
and united nation was just coming
into being.

1t is enough to know that the
Shawnees departed from this region
and thus was removed a deadly ob-
stacle to the pioneer settlement,|

which so quickly ensued. Imme-
diately following the signing of the
Treaty of Ff. Finney, the occupa-|
tion of this territory by American
settlers began in earnest.

When next the Shawnees appear
on the pages of history, it was a|
few vears hence, when they and
other Indian tribes had been aroused
by Tecumseh to join in resisting the
American Government. The battles
which followed were Zfought In
Northern Ohio and Indiana, not far
from the land allotted to the Shaw-
ness by the Treaty of Ft. Finney.
They had gone forever from the
lands along the banks of the Ohio
River.

The closing events at Ft. Kinney,

after the purpose for which it was
built had been accomplished, re-
flect the conditions which pre-
vailed in the wilderness at the
time., These will be outlined in
the next article,
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(This is the ninth of a meries of articles
outlining some of the important historiesal
events which centered In and around Cin-
cinnati. both befors and since ihe while
men took poksession of this region.)

One week after the signing of the
Treaty of Fort Finney with the

Shawnee Nafion, two of the United
States commissioners, their task
completed, were ready to go back
East. On February 8, 1786, Gen.
Richard Butler and Gen. Samiel
H. Parsons, together with their aides
and messengers, seb sail on their
return trip up the river, They were
all glad to get away by this time,
having stayed much longer at the
fort than they had wanted to, as
their accommodations Wwere poor,
and their food for the past month
had been nothing but bheef, whisky
and bread. Two days before they
left, however, & boat arrived from
up stream which supplied them with
some liquor for their trip, and what
was more important, a small supply
of sugar. “As the salls were heisted
the fort fired a parting salute,”
while Denny. says they had “a fair
wind and the three poats were soon
out of sight around the bend.” The
next day a boat arrived from up
stream and reported they had
passed the commissioners, about six
miles up stream, so they were not
making much progress.

Gen. George Rogers Clarke left
the fort for the falls of the Ohio,
February 10, and his departure was
significant for its simplicity, ‘as com-
pared with the other commissioners.
“He did not trouble us with much
parade, neithed did he take any
of our men,” believing as he did in
the utmost informality. Three boats
were required to take care of the
commissioners on their trip up the
river, due entirely as Denny says,
to the great number of “petty mes=
sengers who fook up &s much room
as the commissioners, and made it
necessary fo supply another boat."
In a private letter to Col

Harmar, Denny iakes 8 final rap '

at the messengers when he writes,
“there were B—, M—, E—, and Mr.
K—, all in constant pay at twenty
shillings, three dollars, and twenty-
ﬁvgi'shulmgq.pg‘_ day in proportion
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together to the towns, returned to-
gether, and were waiting here when |
he arrived, The Lord knows what
service some of them were of, for
we can't fmagine.”
FIRST PAYROLL

While Denny Wwas walting for &
furlough, for which he had asked
Col. Harmar, he describes the ar-
rival of the army contractor, Capt.
O'Hara, with the soldiers’ first pay-
roll. Capt. Beatty the ‘paymaster
having been taken sick at Wheeling,
had turned their money aver to
capt. O’Hara. Capt. O’Hara seems
to have gotten mosf of the money
back for dry goods that the soldiers
purchased, but the rest he obtained

INEY 8- ALBERT F DAWSON . . %

for liquor they purchased. The sol-
diers frankly approached the officers
for a general holiday, in fact they
«asked permission fo geb drunk,”
providing it would not interfere with
their duties. “This did not work
out,” Denny reported, “for there
were scarcely one sober man in the
garrison for three days, and God
knows how long they would haye
continued if the issuing of liquor
had not been stopped.”

The real celebration of the signing
of the treaty and the necessity for
relaxation amongst the soldiers
came on the 17th of March, after
the commissioners
The majority of the soldiers in the
garrison were Irish, and they asked
Major Finney for the privilege of
celebrating St. Pafrick's Day as was
customary with them. In Denny's
words, “accordingly, the bung was
opened and every man had permis-
sion to purchase and drink what

had departed. ||
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On May 22, Denny Was ordered to
go the falls of the Ohio to get a
brass three-pounder cannom, which
he returned with on May 28, along
with suitable shot. According to the
record this cannon was only used at
Fort Finney for a celebration on
Fcurth of July and fo awe the
Indians, who greatly marveled at
it, The anniversary of Independence
Day was celebrated with “three
rounds of small arms and three with
the field plece, after which the
gentlemen all dined together.” At
dinner “fhirieen. toasts were drunk.

each accompanied ‘with ‘& round |
from the three pounder, attended
in the intervals by two drums, two
ffes and a coupla of excellent
viplins " : .
FIRST GELEBRAT‘ION

Here we have 8 record of the first
celebration of gt, Patrick’s Day and
the first celebration of the Fourth of
July in this district of New America.
We must be charitable today in any
eriticism we are wont to make of the
robust manner in which the soldiers
celebrated. Must remember this cel-
ebration was held only ten Years
after the rupfure with England, and
just three years after the war was
ended, Also remember that here Was
a band of hardy revolutionary
soldiers who had been housed up for
months in camps, and In t:rsn.r:l';f;:.e:ll

uarters, and Were jetting O
?ittle steam, just as any red-blqoded
men who had fought through those
trying times should. 1 - b

quantity of liquor he pleased; and
a pretty good portion did some of
them take, for towards evening we
Had' not &ix men in the garrison |
fit for duty, not even the guard ex- |
cepted. G. Palfrey died from the
effects of too much liquor and was
buried the next day. |

(afe.r)
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Many years afterward, not ar

from the site of Fort Finney, one
of the three-pound solid shots for
this cannon was picked up, and is
now in possession of Charles B.
Winters, who lives near Columbia
Park. A photograph of this ancient
cannon ball, badly corroded by the
rust of more than a century, is
shown herewith. Hé has accumu-
lated a large collection of Indian
trophies of that locality, one of the
most interesting of which is the
English military belt buckle, shown
in the accompanying photograph.
which was found near the site of
the Indian village at the foof of
Fort Miami. It is believed to have
been brought down here by a
Shawnee Indian from the Canadian
region, where the English regiment
wia stationed in colonial days.
I It has been determined from the
War Office at London that the
“a Watteville regiment, was re-

“Mad from the Swiss in 1801, and

Sghting for France and being
~d in BEgypt, were absorbed
nglish Army, and fought
tle of Maida, Arabia, on
and helped in the cap-
ndria, Egypt. They also

1da from 1813 to 1816

nded in England in

ar being given land

Some of this

participated in

‘s plain to see

' connection

% and any

important part in the history of
our cummunity and in the early
events of the Northwest Terrifory.
She was destined to become the

wife of a president of the United
States, and the grandmother of
another President—both of whom
made their home for many years
on that farm at the mouth of the
Great Miami river, where so much
history has been made down through
the centuries, She was to live her
entire adult life here, from the time
of her marriage to Willlam Henry
Harrison to her death at an ad-
vanced age in the home of her son,
John Scoit Harrison, who was the
father of President Benjamin Har-
rison. That mansion still stands,
where it was built in 1823.

In the year after the signing of
the Treaty of Fort Finney (1786),
Judge Symmes entered this region
(1787)—the forerunner of a wave of
settlers who were not far behind.
In December of the next year
(1788), the first settlers landed at
Cincinnati.

As the eighteenth century drew
to a close, this community was
rapidly developing into the gateway
of the Northwest TPerritory. Soon
after the turn of the century came
events of great importance in shap-
ing the destiny of this loecality—
events which added so much
National history to that area of
one mile square at the mouth of the
great Miami river as to make that

ispot unique in the whole country.

The next article will be devoted
to a recital of some of those events,
and the part played in them by one
of the oufstanding families of this

community at that time,
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‘services were more important,

outlining some of the important histori-
cal evenis which centered in and around
Cinrinnati, both before ad since the white
men took possession of this rrrim!.l

WH.EN the news percolated

through the territory east of
the Allegheny Mountains that a
treaty had been concluded at Fort
Finney, under which the savage
Shawnee Indians were to evacuate
the lands along the north bank of

the Ohio River and live in what is
now northern Indiana, the tide of
white immigration to the New
America was not long in setting in.
The next year (1787) Judge Symmes
came and started to lay the foun-
dation of what he believed would
be a great city at North Bend, with
transportation facilities on both the
Ohio and Great Miami Rivers. In
December, 1788, the original settlers
of Cincinnati landed at Yeatman’s
Cove, at the foot of Sycamore street.

The following year (1789), in re-
sponse to petitions to the War De-
partment for military defense, Fort
Washington was built just east of
the settlement, at what is now
Third and Ludlow streets. Cincin-
nati was then a muddy-streeted,
woods-surrounded town of log cab-
ins containing eleven families and
twenty-four unmarried men. A
company of soldiers cammanded by
Gen. Harmer was stationed there,
and the fort at once became the
most important element in the vil-
lage.

On a hot August day in 1791 there
came to the fort from Washington

a youth of 18, with a commission

as ensign in the First United States

Infantry, whose name was to be
closely connected with this region
and the West from that time on.
He was William Henry Harrison,
and his heart was set on making
his home and living and his life
here.

. Young Harrison had an unusual
background. His father, Benjamin
Harrison, was one of the most de-
voted and most influential patriots
of the Revolution. The cause had
no more active and fearless de-
fender and advocate, nor any whose
He
was a member of the Continental
Congress, a signer of the Declara-
tion of Independence and governor
of Virginia. He devoted his life
and fortune to the cause of Ameri-
can liberty.

IMBIBES PRINCIPLES

Reared amid such surroundings,
young Willlam Henry had imbibed
those principles of truth and jus-
tice and that patriotic devotion to
his country which so distinguished
his after-life.  His father had
planned for him a career in the
medical profession, but the young
man preferred the army, and this
desire was greatly strengthened by
the disasters which had overtaken
Gen, Harmer in his fights with the
Indians.

Young Harrison arrived at Fort
Washington shortly after the defeat
of the brave but ill-fated Gen. St.
Clair, to find his regiment broken
and dispirited—a few hundred half-
starved and half-naked troops. His
R —

| devotion to duty and to the men

resulted in rapid promotion. In the
campaigns against the Indians
which went out from Cincinnati, he
was officially cited for distinguished
gallantry. In 1797, at the age of
24, he was puf in command of Fort
Washington. He resigned June 1,
1798, with the rank of capfain, to
become secretary of the Northwest
Territory at the age of 25, and in
this same year was chosen to rep-
resent this vast region as a dele=
gate in Congress,

Following his marriage to Ann, &
daughter of Judge Symmes, he
built a log house ab North Bend,
bought a 2,000-acre farm between
the Ohio and Great Miami Rivers,
and here made his home for the
rest of his days. His public duties
frequently called him away for ex-
tended periods—as territorial gov-
ernor of Indiana, with headquarters
at Vincennes (where John Scott
Harrison was born) and as major
general in command of the army
during the War of 1812. Winning
the battles of Fallen Timbers, ete.,
and finally making a treaty with
all Indian tribes, of which our old
friends the Shawnees were a part.
At the close of the war he resigned
from the army and was elected to
Congress in 1816, again from the
Cincinnati district and served three
years, [following which He was
elected to the Ohio State Senate in
1819, and then United States sen-
ator from Ohio in 1825. He re-
signed from the United States Sen-
ate in 1828 to become minister to
Colombia,

During these later years the farm
Wwas operated and managed by his
son, John Scoft Harrison, who had
a distinet liking for the pursuits of
agriculture. In the early twenties

& sizable fract of land was set|,

apart for John Scott in the south-
west corner of the big farm, and on
this his father erected what was
then regarded as an imposing brick
mansion of semi-classic colonial
design. Much of the material in
this house was shipped by boat
down the Ohio River, after having
been transported across the Alle-
gheny Mountains from the East. All
glass was said to have come from
England,

ON BANK OF RIVER

The site chosen for this house was
on the bank of the Ohio river, well
above the highest flood stage, and
was within a stone's throw of the site
where Fort Finney was built a third
of a century before, and where the
treaty was signed which expelled
the. Shawnee Indians from this
region. This house was destined
to become historic as the boyhood
home of a President of the United
States, and to make this spot with-
out parallel in the United States

as the farm which was the home|

of two Presidents—William Henry
Harrison, the ninth President, and
Benjamin Harrison, his grandson,
the twenty-third President.

And within a few hundred yards
was old Fort Miami, built by the
pre-historic Mound Builders, and a
little to the west was the spot where
Celoron, the first white explorer,
had buried the lead plate and

e . E——————r
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- BACKGROUND OF MEN
WHO WROTE ARTICLES

L. Thomas Rainey and Albert
F. Dawson, who have compiled
these articles, are men whose
hobby is the study of pioneer
history and Indian activities,

Rainey is a graduate electric
engineer of Lehigh University,
Bethlehem, Pa. Over a long
period of years he has devoted
much time to historical and
archaeological studies and re-
search. He lives at 3046 Fairfield
avenue, East Walnut Hills.

Dawson, before becoming a
resident of Cincinnati, lived in
the middle West, was active in
the State Historical Society of
Iowa, served three terms in Con-
gress, and is well versed in the
early Midwest history. His
home is at 536 Ludlow avenue,
Clifton,

The authoritative drawings,
which have embellished this
series of articles were the con-
tribution of T. Marshall Rainey,
registered architect, offices at 152
East Fourth street.

claimed all the territory for Louis
XV of France. Surely, more his-
tory could hardly be centered in
one spot.

John Scott Harrison had no spe-
cial liking for public life; he pre-
ferred life on the farm. Yet he did
consent to serve four years (1853-
1857) as member of Congress from
the Cincinnati district, but positive-
1y refused to accept the nomination
for lieutenant governor of Ohio. He
remains unique in American his-
tory as the son of a President and
the father of a President,

This mansion may fairly be re-
ferred to as the birthplace of Ben-
Jamin Harrison, although he was
not born within its walls, Just as
mothers today seek the security of
a hospital for such an event, so Mrs.
John Scott Harrison went to the
paternal home at North Bend for
this blessed event, in order that
proper médical care might be avail-
able. Benjamin was born August
20, 1833. Harriet Beecher Stowe, in
_?__

(hext Page)
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" her memoirs, records the fact that
she was a week-end guest at the
William Henry Harrison home when|
the joyful news of Benjamin's ar-
rival was announced at hreakfast.
According to a story told to Mrs.!
Caine, of North Bend, by her pio-|
neer grandfather, two other dis-
tinguished people were guests at
the Harrison home at this same
time—none other than Henry Clay,
of Kentucky, and Daniel Webster,
of Massachusetts. It should be re-
membered that the originel log
house had by this time grown into
a spacious mansion of twenty-five
rooms, and was the scene of many
important political conferences.

POLITICS IS TOPIC |

It is not har dto guess what Clay,
Webster and Harrison were talking
about. Harrison was soon to be
his party’s candidate for president,
and it will be recalled that when
he was elected in 1840 at the sec-
ond try, it was Daniel Webster who
was chosen as Secretary of State
and premier of the Harrison Cabi- |
net. |

Mrs. Harrison and the baby re- |
turned to their own home, and here
Benjamin lived for the next twen-
ty-one years, attending the near-by
country school as a boy and grad-
uating at Miami University, Ox-
ford. He studied law in a Cincin-
nati office for two years prior to
his removal to Indianapolis in 1854.

William Henry Harrison was a
constant visitor at the home of his |
son, John Scott. He was especially |
fond of his grandson, Benjamin,
and many a time in the family
rocking chair sat the man who was
to become President of the United
State and held on his lap the boy
who was also to become President
some fifty-five years later. Ameri-
can history has no parallel to this
interesting fact,

Following the death of President
Willlam Henry Harrison, April 4,
1841, his home at North Bend was
destroyed by fire, thought to have
been set by a discharged servant.
No part of it was ever rebuilf, and
the President’s widow thereafter
made her home with her son, John
Scott, in this brick mansion we have
been describing, until her death in
1864 at the advanced age of 89,

The John Scott Harrison mansion
is still standing on property owned
by the Cincinnati Gas & Elec~
tric Company and, as will bhe seen
by the accompanying photograph,
is being kept in a good state of
preservation. The brick and stone
walls appear to be as strong as ever.
The interior hallway, stairs and
parlor were finished in white wood-
work. The original winding stair-
case is still infact, and although the
railing is gone, sections of it have
been preserved. Many of the orig-
inal brass doorknobs and old heavy
locks are still fixtures in the house.
1ts restoration could be made with-
out great expense, and restored and
refurnished it would be one of the
outstanding shrines in the Ohio
valley,

And if Fort Finney and the Coun- ||

cil House, which stood practically
in the same yard, were rebuiit in

their original form, these three his- |

toric “buildings would be unsur-
passed in interest in the whole mid-
dle West.

There exists at the present time
a perfect set-up for the
of this historie site. The next and
concluding article will point the

way to definite !-éﬂbh.
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T FINNEY (1785)
SCOTT HARR

i This Is ll Ile\'rrl-f.ﬁ:ul coneluding
article of a series ouilining some of the
JAmportant historical evenis which centered
in and around Cincinnati, heth before
and since the white men tonk possession
of this region.)
THE facts set down in the ten
preceding articles—facts ob-
tained by patient and extended re-
search of official documents—make
it perfectly clear that Cincinnati
and the region immediately about
this city has never taken its proper
place in the history of the North-
west Territory. Cincinnati has been
so busy in building a great city that
it has been remiss in making clear
to the world its rightful place in
history. Next year the 150th Anni-
versary of the founding of the
Northwest Territory is to be cele-

ISON

brated. Therefore, now is the right
time for this community to plan
such fitting celebration as will com-
memorate not only the finding of
the Northwest Territory, but es-
pecially the important part this
community took in that-momentous
event. The best way to do this, so
that it will stand for all time, would
be to restore and refurnish the John
Scott: Harrison mansion, and rebuild
on its original site Fort Finney
and the Council House, in which
was signed the treaty clearing the
way for the settlement of the North-
west Territory and making possible
the building here of this great city.

A brief summary of the historic
events related in the ten preceding
articles showed these undisputable
facts:

The - fierce and implacable
Shawnee Indians occupied this re-
glon, which was the cenfer of river

routes of travel and so long as they
| held this strategic position they were
an insurmountable obstacle to the
settlement of the Northwest Ter-
ritory.

CINCINNATIZ GREAT
NORTHWEST TERRITORY

L.THOMAS RAINEY, 8 ALBERT F DAWJON

 PART

TREATY CONCLUDED
On January 31, 1786, these Com-
missioners, Gen. George Rogers

Clark, Gen. Richard Butler and
Gen. Samuel H. Parsons concluded
a treaty with the Shawnee Nation
under which they agreed to remove
to a vast tract of land alloted to
them in what is now northern
Indiana. :

That treaty was the corner stone
of the foundation of the settlement
and development of the Northwest |
Terrifory.

Following the anouncement of this
treaty the Shawnees began to depart
and the white men came in rapldly
increasing numbers,

This treaty paved the way for the
passage of the Ordinance of 1787
under which Gen, St. Clair was ap-
pointed the first Governor of the
Territory and made Marietta the
seat of government in 1788.

One of the provisions of this Or-
dinance was that when the North-
west Territory contained 5,000 male |
inhabitants of full age a General
Assembly might be created to make

Realizing this faet, the Conti-|i{he laws for the governm of

nental Congress ordered the building l territory, Under gthis preor:";sionm:
of Fort Finney, sent here a force | General Assembly was authorized
of troops of the First Regiment of in 1798, |

the United States Infantry and
|named & distinguished commission
to come to Fort Finney and make a
treaty with the Shawnees that
would remove them from this
locality.

(wm)




On September 16, 1789, the Gen-
eral Assembly of the Northwest
Territory was organized at Cincin-
‘Inati and this city thereby became
the first capital under an elective
government. for the Northwest Ter-
ritory. William Henry Harrison was
the secretary of the Northwest Ter-
ritory and was elected as a delegate
in Congress from this territory,
serving as such from March 4, 1799, |
to May 14, 1800, when he resigned.

On May 7, 1800, the Northwest
Territory was divided in two by a
line running straight north from the |
point where the Kentucky river
emptiies into the Ohio. All east of
that line was called the Northwest
Territory; west of the line was des-
ignated as the Indiana Territory.
Cincinnati continued as the capital
lof this newly described Northwest
Territopy until the General Assem-
bly decided to move the capital to
Chillicothe. The new State house aL|
Chillicothe was complefed in 1801.1
In 1802 a constitulion was adopted |
for Ohlo and the following year the
State was admitted to the Union.

CHAIN OF EVENTS

These formed the chain of events
which quickly followed the signing
of the treaty of Fort Finney and
the nerthward migration of the war-
like ‘Shawnees,

Fort Finney should be rebuilt in
its original form .and used as a|
museum to house historic objects of |
its time, s0 as to forever commem- |
orate the important events which
took place there. It would be not|

[

only a place of deep interest to the ||

older generation, but an inspiration |
to the youth of the present day and |
all those who come after them, il-|
lustrating as it would the hardships |
and sacrifices of frontier democ-
racy in the making. Fortunate
for the creation of a shrine of na-
tional interest is the fact that on
the same small plot of ground |
around Fort Finney, almost for- |
gotten but still standing, is the

John Scott Harrison mansion built
by one President of the United

States, the boyhood home of an-

*ther President and the home of a

. ‘esident’s widow up to the time

her death in 1864. The span of

e of the three Harrisons who were |
| connected with the mansion house |
is as follows: Willilam Henry Har-
| rison, 1773-1841; John Scott Harri-
son, 1804-1878; Benjamin Harrison,
1833-1901.

The house was built in 1823 and
is rather unique speciment of arch-
itecture for the Ohio Valley. The
house shows much evidence of hav-
ing been influenced by Colonial

Virginia stvle. It is interesting for
window panes,
transom,

its original glass
leaden glass

circular

stairway, brass door knobs and
heavy Jocks and the finish of the
interior woodwork.

At the rear of the house stands a
fine old hackberry tree of great
size and age. Near this tree stood
the Council Heuse of Fort Finney.
Two hundred yards away was the
fort itself.

The present owner of the property
has kept the house in good repair
to prevent its aestruction. *The

owner has indicated that he will not

part with the place without clear

assurance that the recipient of it

will do an authentic job of restora-
tion and provide maintenance and
custody for it for all times to come,
in the interest of the general public.

An assoclate historian, Roy Edgar
Appleman, of the National Park

Service of the Department of the|

Interior, visited this site
and in an official report to the gov-
ernment covering eleven pages he
concluded with these recommen-
dations:

“It is my opinion that the Harri-
son mansion has qualities, derived
both {rom its associations with
prominent Americans and from its
architectural features, that make il
one of the outstanding sites of its
kind in the Ohio Valley."

“The Harrison mansion house
should be preserved. I believe the
Federal Government would nof be
making a mistake to cooperate with
the State of Ohio or one of the out-
standing patriotic societies in re-
storing, preserving, and making

available to the general public this}

interesting historical and architec-
tural relic of the past. I believe this
should be done even to the extent of
giving financial assistance. if funds
are available.”

in 1936

“[OUBD ‘RESTORE FORT

The ‘project would be of double
historic value with Fort Pinney and
the Council House restored on the
same plot of ground.

A detailed estimate of the cost of
restoring the Harrison mansion has
already been made by an interested
friend. After adding 20 per cent as
a margin of safety, the total cost
would be less than $30,000 and with
the Federal Government interested
in the project, 70 or 80 per cent of
this could be performed by WPA
labor, No detailed estimate has been
prepared for the cost of restoring
Fort Finney and the Council House,
but its total cost would probably be
less than half the amount needed
to restore the Harrison mansion.

A Federal law passed in 1835 pro-
vides for Federal co-operation in
historic projects of national im-
portance, Under the law the Nation-
al Park Service is authorized to
make co-operative agreements with
associations or individuals to pre-
serve for public use historic sites
regardless of whether the title is
in the United States. This law pro-
vides for Federal co-operation in
connection with restoration or re-

construction, technical assistance,
refurnishing, ete. It further permits
charging a small admission fee to
provide funds for mainienance and
upkeep.

And what would add immeasur-
ably to the interest of this project
is the fact that it is located almost

‘at the base of the 200-foot hill
| which is crowned by Fort Miami,

huilt by the pre-histaric Mound
Builders. Within a stone’s throw af
this spot was the site of a populous
Indian village, and no less than
four Indian mounds dot the sur-
rounding hills, while only a short
distance away is the spot where
Celoron buried his sixth and final
lead plate which claimed this land
for Louis XV of France in 1749. |

All around Cincinnati historic
sites have been suitably marked. At
Fort Harrodsburg, Ky. about a

| quarter of a million dollar restora-

tion has been made. Vincennes,
Ind., has & memorial to Gen.
George Rogers Clarke that cost a
million and a halfl dollars. Marietta,
0., is spending a large sum ol
money on historic sites, and Green-
ville and Springfield are pressing a
bill in Congress fto appropriate
$200,000 to mark the place where a
treaty was signed with the Indians.

The restoration of Fos Finney
and the John Scott Harrison man-
sion on this spol would provide a
historic shrine that would atiract
visitors from far and wide. It would
forever fix the rightful place of this
community in the settlement and
development of the vast empire
which in the early days was known
as the “New America.,” It would
stimulate study of the early history
of the city of Cincinnati and of the
sturdy men and women who made
if possible for this great city to rise
here. And what an inspiration it
would be to the boys and girls of
the present and succeeding genera-
tions as they come on!

A golden opportunity awaits Cin-

'cinnati to do a big and worthwhile

thing. Time is the essence of suc-
pess under existing condifions, It
is probably now or never. What will
Cincinnati do about it? :
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NORTHWEST TERRITORY CARAVAN
SCHEDULED TO VISIT CINCINNATI

'Same Program To Be Given
in 48 Stops in Ohio.

COLUMBUS, 0. January 27—
(INS)—Five more towns were added
by the Norfhwest Territory Celebra-
tion Commission today to the itin-
erary of the pioneer caravan which
will tour Ohio, giving a pageant
commemorating the 150th anni-
versary of the ordinance of 1787.

E. J. Mildren, Marietta, director
of the State Commission, said
Youngstown, Bryan, Lima, Eaton
and Ironton would be added to the
previous list of forty-four Ohio
towns in which life in 1787 will be
depicted by pageants,

The caravan, which left Ipswich,
Mass., last December 3, is now at
West Newton, Pa, There the thirty-
seven men of the pioneer company
who are cutting trees and carving by
hand rude boats on which they will
float down the Ohio River to
Marietta, arriving April 7.

COSTUMES COST $2.500

They will remain in Marietta four
days, giving the pageant nightly,
costumes for which cost the Federal
Government $2,500.

The State commission stressed the
fact that the same program will
be given in each of the forty-eight
other stops in Ohio.

The caravan will travel northward
|from Marietta, making stops at
Athens, Beverly, McConnelsville,
Zanesville, Cambridge, New Phila-
delphia, Canton, Wooster, Akron,
Kent, Warren, Youngstown, Ash-
tabula, Chardon and Cleveland.
From Cleveland it will trek south-
ward to Oberlin, Norwalk, Sandusky,
Mansfield, Mt, Vernon, Newark,
Delaware, Westerville and arrive in
Columbus, May 7.

Circleville will be the next stop,
followed by Washington, C. H.,
Springfield, Bellefontaine, Lima,
Bowling Green and Toledo. From
Toledo the “pioneers” travel to
Bryan and thence to peints in the
other five States of the northwest
territory.

RE-ENTERS AT VAN WERT

They will re-enter the State at
Van Wert, going to Ft. Recovery,
Greenville, Dayton, Eaton, Oxford,
Hamilton and Cincinnati. From
the Queen City, the 0xX~-drawn cov-
ered wagons will follow the Ohlo
River to Georgetown, Manchester,
Portsmouth, Ironton, Gallipolis and
Pomeroy, ending the tour almost a
year after its start at Belpre,

July 15, designated as  United
States Day, by the Northwest Ter-
ritory Cglebration Commission, has
been assigned as dedication day for
a huge‘ memorial at Marietta, The
memorial is being carved by Gutzon
= 7 =
Borglum, internationally known
Sculptor.

E. M. Hawes, Marietta, director of
the Federal Commission, announced
the deadline for entries in the public
school competition for $20,000 in
prizes has been set back from Feb-
ruary 15 to April 1. The prizes will
be awarded on the best 1,500 to
2,000 word essay on “What the
Ordinance of 1787 Means to Me and
the United States.” Awards also

will be given on art drawings de-
picting frontier life of 1787.
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Reliving an Adveniure ——e—

e  Buckskin Pioneers

olonial Dandies at Night

Lo Toee—

Bob Gilchrist, 22, Alliance, 0.,
napping on a fender,

ﬂufoams, a stray dog, rides in the saddiebag of Bill Keta&t. Circle-‘
§ i :

-l




Above, Bill Farrell, 24, Athens, «
0, and William Diamond, 22, |
Logansport, Ind. Top center, Milo
Scott, 23, of Allensville, 0, and
Bill Farrell.

= o Graham Johnson, 24, of Zanes-
ville, 0. CA




After Dai ly Trek
They Don--
Pumps!

BY JESSE ZOUSMER
WEST NEWTON, PA., Jan, 27—
It is the high spot of the eight-act
“Freedom on the March™ pageant.
Ten of the 36 members of the 1938 |
Northwest Territory earavan are
on the stage,

Hobnailed shoes they have worn
on the day's trek have been re-
placed by Colonial pumps. Their

heavy woolen
socks have given
The Secon Iway ta- X née
. ength white
Article hose. Heavy
ofhe shirts, breeches
1%8811185. sheep-
: skin vests, wopl-
Series 6 01t bam

| . S 1]

coonskin caps
have all been discarded for the
lace and satin of Colonial gentle-
men,

It is aet five programmed as
"Foimaton of the Ohio Company.”
The actors portray a historic
meeting at the Bunch of Grapes
Tayern .in ‘Boston 150 years ago.
The foam (cotton) of the beer
(jelly) they swing in unison is very
straggly. The audience is quick
to note this,

An Old Sea Chanty
But from the throats of these 10
who have spent more than 40 days
out in the open, in weather as cold
as six degrees above  zero, comes
an old sea chanty:
We sing a little,
Laugh a little,
Work a little,
Swear a little,
Fiddle a little,
And foot it a little, .,
Patterned more closely after the
life .of sailors than the pioneering
spirits who decided at the Bunch of
Grapes Tavern to form the Ohio
Company with a capital of one
million “not worth a Continental”
dollars for the purchase of land
northwest of thé river Ohip, is the
life of these modern pioneers,
| Their singing ranging from “The
Last Round-up” to “Minnie the
Moochier" is as frequent, as well
done, as that in the average fra-
ternity house. Their laughing is
a day-long affair, on the highway,
at meal times, at the antics of
thelr fellow pioneers, during their
re-enactment of the history of the
Ordinance of 1787,
| Most Arduous Daily Task
Mosi; arduous daily task is push-

‘the states formed of the old North-

‘to one of the two trucks accom-

‘panying the ‘caravan, and making
‘their own beds . ., , sometimes. -
These young men actually: have.
not walked the entire 648 miles
from Ipswich, Mass. o West New-
ton, Pa. where they are today.
On their 2200-mile trip through

western Territorv—Ohio, Michigan,
Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and
part of Minnesota—which will be-
gin from Marietta, they will ride
always in trucks and trailers,
Each man, however, signed a con-
tract with the U, S. Government
wherein, in addition to promising
to refrain from intoxicating liquors
and immoral practices, he agrees to
walk two or three days during the
march to Marietta,
The covered wagon rarely is-used
for riders: Sometimes the men ac-
cept hitches from motorists. And
they usually alternate riding the
five horses traveling with them.

Walk at Leisurely Pace
And when one does walk it Is

at a leisurely pace, not fast enough
to get too far ahead of the two
and a half-mile-an-hour plodding
oxen,

Longest walk on the 49-day
Ipswich-to-West Newton trip was
30 miles; shortest 12 miles; average
1514 miles,

Three men claim to have walked
‘the entife distance, accepting no
rides of any kind, not even on
the horses. And all three admit
“we're just doing it for the hell

T " i
i Up to 6 a. m. every, morning fo
get starfed two hours later, the
pioneers leave each town in small
groups. 1n an hour the leader may
be a few miles ahead of the last
| straggler. 2

Stf:g)s and rests are frequent. Al-
most every general store on their
route is visited.

Some of the boys march with |

‘heir  10-pound guns on their
shoulders. The guns, replicas of
those used by the original pioneers,
have no flint locks, but they add
color, some of the boys feel,

For lunch they sometimes stop
at a CCC camp, sometimes gt 2
convenient, road stand; sometimes
at & hotel. “Their three meals daily
and lodging cost a maximum of

$§2.50. )

ing the Conestoga wagon up hills lLace Put on fOl‘

too steep for the oxen. Other work
includes moving the duffle bags,
which hold each of the pioneers’

,helongings, from sleepinig quarters

High Spot of .
Pageant

Towns Stage Parades

Almost every town stages =
parade for the boys. An Indian
attack, usually manned with en-
thusiastic Boy Scouts, with a quick
trading of “What does white nmn
seek, fight or peace?” for a “White
man sgeks peace” and .a hurried
pipe smoking and the caravan
moves into the melee of tooting
horns, pointing fingers, questions,
sirens, factory whistles,
. Once this reception committee
Indian’ attack. furled the caravan.
In Cambridge, Mass, when the
Indians began to fight a little too
seriously, the pioneers discovered
that they were being prodded by
anti-caravan Harvard students who
were co-operating with a Boston
hewspaperman to. make a good
headline: . “Pioneers Scared by
Indians.”

And sometimes the welcoming
committees are no énd annoyed by
a delay in the scheduled arrival of
the group, like the day two weeks
ago, when the boys found it nec-
essary to construct a log-sled to
haul their wagon down a hill a.n_d
found it impossible to notify their
prospective hosts of the delay.
Best eyidence of the minor ‘toll

25,3

the walking day takes of these men
s their activity after thefr ar-
rival in g new town. With stpper
to come before their 8 p. m. pageant
performance some of ‘them start
inspecting the town, others drop
into a movie, others hunt news-
papers heralding fheir arrival or
commenting on their visit.
Pageant Annoys Young Men

And then comes supper and the
pageant. The pageant annoys the
young men and it is reflected in
their “acting.” With 144 costume
changes for the cast which ex-
cludes only the ox driver and the
mimeograph machine-diary pro-
ducer, with eight acts coming at
the end of a day of walking in the
open, it is no wonder, But the
pageant Is a hig part of their
show.

In it the pioneers portray the
significant events leading up to
the Northwest Ordinance and the
selling of Marietta; the 1754 Albany
convention regarded as the first
attempt of the American colonies
to form a union; the capture of
Fort Sackville, wherein George
Rogers Clark gained Illinois land
for Virginia and purportedly nipped
an Indian-British conspiracy;
drafting of the Newhurgh Petition,
predecessor of the 1787 ordinance;
treaty of Fort MclIntosh, wherein
four Indian nations ceded the
southeastern three-quarters of what
is now Ohio to the United Stales—
this being the reason for the first
sétflement in' Marietta,

The four remaining acts show
the formation of the Ohi, Com-
pany, the Continental .Congress

passing the ordinance, the westward

trek which the modern caravan fs
re-enacting daily, and the settlitz

| at_Marietta,

Designed to interest and inform

| students, the pageant is enagted
iwith varying diligence. But in al-

most every town it has mef wiih
good  reception. : R

NEXT: The reception of fhe
m«»_wm@mmm?é«
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Ox-Team

Reliving an Ad\nenmre'l

.' Pas ¢

Caravan Goes Over Big

in Small Towns

" F
Children follow the Conestoga
wagon for miles. Here a group
is shown at Jones Mill, Pa.

John Hall (left) of Paris, IIl.,
and Ernest McGee of Pawtuckett,
R. I, inspect the Youghiogheny
River at West Newton, Pa.




Monte Parr, 24, Mingo Junc-
tion, 0. holds twa of the five
horses accompanying the caravan,

Sometimes (he oxen can't manage a hill by themselves. Then (he
pioneers lend a hand. as in center. Bernie Heskett, 22, Byersville, 0.,
above, signs the register proferred by Lewis €. Walkinshaw, Pennsyl-
vania Sons of the American Revolution historian: it




i’M;ﬁy People Feel

3

Stunt |Is Waste
of Money

BY JESSE ZOUSMER

WEST NEWTON, PA., Jan, 28—
The Northwest Territory Celebra-
tion Commission’s ox-team caravan
is going over big—especially in small
towns.

During my three days with the
caravan, before they reached this
town for a 10-week stop. I spoke
with various persons who sponsored
the caravan in
different cities.

And these

Final

Article persons — mem-
bers of Rotary
of a and Kiwanis

clubs, American
Legion posts.
! Chamber of
| Commerce officials, school teachers
‘and superintendents—were in al-
most unanimous agreement: "“We
| wish we could get the caravan back
iagain_ We had no auditorium large
| enough to hold all the persons who
i tried to see their pageant.”

| On their long trip from Ipswich,
Mass., the men in the caravan have
met with better receptions, acted
before lavger trowds, had a better
time, in the smaller cities.

Not always are they the toast of
the town. Sometimes the 36 young
men are received as “crazy college
kids,” sometimes as CCC boys or
WPA workers — both appellations |
make them mad—sometimes as pro- |
fessional actors, sometimes with a
“Who are you?" and “What are you
| selling?”

Many people feel, too, that the
government is wasting the $100,000
Congressional appropriation for the
celebration commission even though
but $23,000 has been alloted the
caravan, with the remainder being
used for educational purposes, books,
maps, pamphlets, etc., describing
the Northwest Territory and the
ordinanee of 1787.

Called “An Ohio Stunt”

And just as the New England pa-
 pers of 150 years ago tried to dis-
courage travelers from going to the
Ohio valley so have some New Eng-
land papers today tried to deflate
the modern caravan, -

Commented one Bosion, Mass,
paper: “It's chiefly an Ohio stunt
.. . all they do is block traffic . . .
they ought to put the whole outfit |
on flat cars and ship them back . . .
and anyhow the pioneers 150 years
ago merely were engaged in a land

et

Series

grab that might better be for-
gotten.”

The vice chairman of the Cam-
bridge. Mass., school committee
spoke his thoughts: “Its the ridicu-
lous, idiotic conception of some
ohiseler from Ohio, They (the 36|
men) will never get to Ohlo . . . it
will take a toll of three or four
lives.” '

_ Only serious toll' of the caravan
| to date, was one pioneer who was
| confined to an Easton, Pa., hospital

with pneumonia but who is ex-
pected in West Newton this week.

“In Allentown, Pa,, ﬂnly H1 of |

A

caravan holds no interest ... I saw
—— — =

“the city’s 93,000 persons me%

the pageant the boys present nigie= |

ly. But in each of the three towns
where the caravan ‘stopped while
T was with it, fown officials in- |
formed me that they had attracted |
record=-breaking numbers,

0. K. Reames of Zanesfield, O,
director of the pageant and man-
ager of the caravan, told me that
crowds had been increasing in every
town as the caravan moved west-
ward.

Word Flashed to Town

And for those who claim the

A [

for myself - hundreds of ' persons
writing and carving their initials
on the Conestoga wagon and its
canvas; schoo] children dismissed
for at least half an hour in every
community we passed; little’ fel-
lows shooting cap pistols and 'play-
ing Indians all by themselves; hos-
pital patients wheeled to windows
and porches to wave handkerchiefs;
farmers driving miles to inspect the
oxen,

In one town we visited a sentr
watched us come around a bend ig
the road three miles away and

flashed the word to the super-
intendent of schools who imme-
diately dismissed every school child
in the city.

Little West Newton which 150
Years ago, as SBimerall’s Ferry, held
the origina] settlers for 10 weeks
as they bullt boats to float to
Marietta, outdid itself welcoming
the group.

_The caravan brings a combination
circus-drama-holiday atmosphere to
almost every village.

I saw hundreds of windows dis-
playing signs noting that the 1787
ordinance provided for freedom of
religious belief, sanctity of private
contract, free education, exclusion
of slavery, abolition of the age-old

Hamlets Report

Biggest Crowds
for Shows

concept that the eldest son salome
should inherit the real estate of his
parents,

I saw carefully-planned arrange-
ments of Revolutionary candlesticks
and Terry clocks, foot warmers,
chairs, maps, guns, swords, saddle
bags, grain cradles, boot jacks, lan-
terns, mush pots and clothing.

And in almsot every town I found,
in the main street windows, pic-
tures of the revered pioneers of the
particular community and diagrams
and photographs of the community's
early history,

Young Men Interested

The 36 young men who walk by
day and act by night to revive the
early ‘setfling of the Northwest
Territory for the 57,000,000 persons
their trail will lead them within
one mile of, are themselves very
co-operative and interested in their
work.

Bernie Heskett, 22, of Byersville,
0., a June graduate of Ohio State
University, is preparing to teach
history when the caravan breaks
up. Dave Peterson, of Chicago,
graduate student in scientific crime
detection, has discovered an interest
in old guns displayed in every town.

Sidney Smith, 20, of Hamilton,
Mass.,” who prior to the caravan’s
starting had his community’s gov-
erning body change the name of
his home street from Farm street
to Manassah Cutler road, talked
with me of the possible 1887 cele-
bration of the ordinance, specu-
lated on the old trail giving way
to tunnels for motorists.

All of the 16 Ohio -boys on the
trip are eagerly waiting for the
caravan to reach Marietta and start
its long tour which will bring it to
Columbus May T; Akron, April 20;
Cleveland, April 27; Toledo, May
16; Cincinnati, late September or
early October.

After the caravan travels through
Ohio and remaining towns in the
original Northwest Territory, it will
return to Marietta about Nov. 1 and
disband.

And then the pioneers will return
to their prospective homes, to their
jobs, to school.

But already these men are looking
for another trail they can pioneer
for some historical society or for
the government; for another inci-
dent of American history they can

_| re-enact for the edification of mod-

ern America and their own great
times together.,

—
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{Historic Fort Recovery Restored On Site
Of Stockade Built By General Wayne In 1793|

.

EPECIAL m H TD THER NQUInER.

Fort Recovery, Ohio, July 22—|
History lives again for thousands
of Sunday tourists and other trav-
elers who drive here to see the
Work Projects Administration re-
creation of the log stockade built
by General Anthony Wayne's army
in 1793.

This was the scene of the bloodi-
est Indian warfare casualties in
Ohio.

After the original Fort Rcmvm"\-
stockade crumbled, the site was a|
fvillage dump for nearly a centul-_\-‘
until WPA workmen restored the!
fortress.

The attempt on the part of the
white man to establish a “Maginot
Line" in Western Ohio to stop the
Indian depredations led to the tragic/
casualties where the village of Fort
Recovery now is situated.

The Redskins were burning cab-
ins, slaughtering settlers, kidnaping
children, killing small detachments
of militia, and were threatening to
take the Ohio country back
their own when Arthur
| was appointed first
the Northwest Territory in 1791,
It was his idea to estahlish
“Maginot Line" consisting of
chain of forts 25 miles apart an
extending from the Ohio River
Lake Erie. He started out from|
|Cincinnati in September of 1701
|with an army of green, unruly re-
jeruits  from the Rastern
Many of them deserted. When he|y
arrived at the site of Fort
covery, November

1o
A q
ald

to|

b

3, he had only/n

1,400 left, During the night he was and
fl‘fi' surprised
St. Clair|Little Turtle.
Governor of men were left on

dishot from under St. Clair,

|dent Washi
v Te-lutionary War colleague,
cities.|Anthony Wayne,

F{.e—:carerully

|
|
|
3

Top left, the Fort Recovery stockade as reconstructed by

Work Projects Administration workmen at the Village of

Fort Recovery, Mercer County, Ohio. Top right, the WPA-

built library adjoining the fort. Boltom, the fireplace in

the blockhouse where soldiers cooked their food between
Indian attacks.

spies, constructed Fort Re-
by the Indians under|covery and Fort Defiance, met an
Two-thirds of his|army of 2,000 Indians under Blue
the field killed|Jacket at Fallen Timbers near the
rout has fre-|present city of Toledo, adminis-|
uently been compared with Brad-|tered a decisive defeat. The Ameri-|
ock's defeat. Three horses wero!cans had won the greatest battle
Eight|of 40 years against the Indians.
ullets pierced his clothing. | Wayne gave Captain Alexander
At the national capital, Presi-| Gibson the job of going to the
ngion ordered his Revo-|scene of the St. Clair's defeat at|
General | Fort Recovery to bury the bones of
to deal with the|the slain and to build a stockade.!
avages. Wayne|Gibson's men gathered together 600/
organized and drilled an|skulls and buried them. Then they
2,500 men, hired scouts!erected the fort,

 wounded. The

ictory-flushed s

rmy of

Alarmed at the construction of
this unit of the iine of forts, th{(—.
Indians sent Little Turtle to d
stroy. the garrison. But the garri-
son of 140 men was reinforced by
the timely arrival of a supply train
with 90 riflemen and 50 dragoons,
commanded by Major William Me-
Mahon.

The attacking Indians, reinforced |
by British soldiers with blackened |
faces, making a total of 1,500 men,|
swooped down on Fort Recovery on|
June 30, 1794. Protected by the|
sturdy logs of the stockade, the he-
sieged Americans poked their
muskets through the embrasures
and rained lead upon the attack-
ers. They finally drove them off
and the Americans made good the
name “Fort Recovery.”

After the battle of Fallen Timbers
General Wayne built additional
forts, laid waste all the Indian
villages and fields of crops, re-
duced the Redskins to such a state
of misery that they were glad to
send their chiefs to negotiate the
Treaty of Greenville. This was
signed on August 3, 1795—144 years
ago,

In addition to the stockade, the|
WPA workmen also restored the
log cabin used by General St. Clair
on his arrival there in 1791, and |
constructed a modern library build-|
ing. The St Clair cabin is now
used as a museum, [

Fort Recovery and the other|
forts built by General Wayne cam
into the news this spring with th
passage by the Ohio House of Rep-
resentatives of a resolution asking
Congressto survey the Wayne mili-
tary route with a view to construct-
ing a national parkway,

]

—_————




- TWO VIRGINIANS: They were born exactly a month apart, Both
of them became soldiers, both officers in the provincial forces, The
older was ordered North, and in New York married one of the heiresses |
to a great estate on the Hudson. The younger, coming North seven
Years afterward, met the heiress's sister and courted her. He had less
luck than his friend. Or was if less? The older settled down with his
heiress, The younger went back to Virginia and married there. |

Al the Revolution the Virginian on the Hudson sided with the King |
and had to take refuge behind the British lines in New York City. The
other Virginian chose the other side and entered the Continental Army,
During the siege of New York by the Americans the younger served
with them. The older had charge of spies for the British Sccret Serviee
and did his best to win discontented Americans over. After the Revolu-
tion, the loyalist Virginian, attained of treason, had to leave America,
and his confiscated estate, for England. The patriot Virginian was
honored and rewarded by his counfrymen. The loyalist who married
Busanna Philipse was Beverly Robinson. The patriot who did not marry
Mary Philipse was George Washington.

L] - - - - -

GEORGE IIT AND VERMONT: At the time of the Revolution the |
Present State of Vermont belonged to New York under a ruling of the|
royal government, but many Vermont people held their land by grants|

from New Hampshire, which had formerly claimed the district, The |
Vermonters were squatlers. at war with New York, and asking that
Congress recognize their independence whether the crown did or not.
George IIT took a personal interest in the dispute. In March, 1779, he
eommanded his Secrefary of State to instruct the British commander in
ehief in North America to give the Vermonters reason to expect that if
they returned to their duty they would be set up in a separate province
and all confirmed in the possession of their lands, no matter who had
granted them. Ih a crisis like this the King was for squalters' rights,
- L - - -

“THE WHIRLING CHAPLAIN: When the British took Philadelphia
in September, 1777, Rev. Jacob Duche, fiery chaplain of the Continental
Congress, was put in jail. His fires went out. Within two weeks he
Wwrote a letter to Washington advising him to give up the cause of inde-
pendence. If Congress would not agree, then Washington could negati-
ate for peace at the head of his army. Duche sent his advice by Eliza-
beth Graenmie Ferguson, a Philadelphia literary lady who had once been |
engaged to Benjamin Franklin's son. Washington turned the letter over |
to Congress. The news got out.

Duche, whose ideas sound suspiciously like those of the British

. General, Howe, found life so uncomfortable in Philadelphia that within |
. two months he sailed for England with General Cornwallis. For 1his|

recantation Duche was made chaplain of an orphan asylum in London, |
From the first he was homesick, though it took him 15 years to pet|
permission to come home,
L] - - - [
THE DREADFUL DECLARATION: What a New York conservative |
thought of the Declaration of Independence and its effects by September,
1776: “The misrule and persecutions of commitiees, conventions; and
Congresses are no longer to be endured. Those =self-crested hodies have
violated all the sacred ties of civil society, prostrated all laws and gov-
ernment, and arbitrarily usurped an absolute control over the natural
rights, the reason, and the consciences of their fellow subjects.

“Instead of endeavoring, by dutiful representations in a constitu-!
tional method, for a reconciliation with the parent stage, they have most
unjustifiably and perversely erected the standard of independency.
They have increased and multiplied the distresses of poverty and want
among our poor. They have, obstinately and wickedly, precipitated the
whole British continent of America into all the guilt of rebellion, and
all the horrors and calamities of a civil war. They have deluded the
populace, they betrayed their trust, they have forfeited the confidence i
of the public, they have ruined our country.”

* - . - - |

CHIVALRY IN NEW JERSEY: The day after the Battie of Prince-|
ton, Washington, on his way to Morristown, stopped at Millville (now
Griggstown), a settlement that had grown up around the mill of Abra-
ham Van Doren. There the General and his staff dined at the millar's
house, and the whole army was fed and clothed by the women of the
village under the direction of the miller's wife, Anne Van Dyke. Wash-
ington gave her an order, dated January 4, 1777, requiring all officers
of the American army to “accord Mrs. Abraham Van Doren and the
women and children of her parly, as well as their slaves, free and con-
venient access through the lines, togethér with such goods and chattels
as they may wish to remove to a place of safety.”

He added that if this order “should come under the purview of Gen-
erals Howe or Cornwallis or other officers of the British army,” he, as
commander of the American army, earnestly requesied that “these

'wcm}m and childien, who are noncombatants and have commiited no

#act of hostility to the British cause, but have displayed the most humane
and hospitable treatment of the sick and wounded soldiers of both
armies, at their own home, be accorded such courtesy as their conduet
deserves and their condition seems to demand.”

The next day the British appeared, and the women, trying to escape
in wagons, were captured by a squad of dragoons. Mrs. Van Doren
demanded that she he taken to Cornwallis, Cornwallis, having read the
Ppass Washington had given her, not only sent her and her party home
i";i'th ‘all their proerty, but detailed a file of British cavalry to escort

e ——

A marker dedicating the historic
site of the block house built by Cap-
tain Aaron Mercer in 1792 founding
the village of Mercersburg, later to

sented by the Mariemont Chapter,
Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, Sunday, November 8, at 2 p.
m. Mrs. Frank L. Westerman is Re-
gent of the chapter. Virginius C.
Hall will be the speaker. Mayor John
R. Anderson, and the Rev. Joseph
James, pastor of the Newtown Meth-
odist Church, will participate in the
program. Miss Margaret Thomas,
chairmian of the day, will be assisted
by Miss Alice D. Langdon and Mrs.

be knawn as Newtown, will be pre-
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THE MOUND BUILDERS
IN OHIO

Ohio’s first inhabitants of
whom there is scientific knowl-
edge, were the Mound Builders.

They disappeared before
Columbus discovered the West-
ern Hemisphere; how long, sci-
ence cannot guess accurately.

These mysterious, long-ago
people lived from the Alle-
gheny Mountains to the Rocky
Mountains, from Wisconsin to
the Gulf of Mexico.

In Ohio they were especially
numerous. It is estimated there
are 5,800 Mounds of one form
or another within the state.

These take many forms. In.
some cases they -are forts,
showing considerable engineer-
ing skill. One of the most
notable of these is Fort Hill
(11 miles north of Peebles,
near Route 124), The 50-acre
site is on top of a high hill
overlooking the beautiful coun-
try. Walls average irom si¥ to
ten feet in height, rising in
some places to fifteen feet. Fort
Hill is one of the world's out-
standing examples of prehis-
toric fortification.

Fort Ancient (S. R, 350, 10
miles east of Lebanon), another
noteworthy Mound Builder
fortification, has been visited
by hundreds of thousands of
people attracted both by the
handiwork of these ancient

peoples and the magnificent,

views from the Fort which
crowns a high hilltop. 1

Effigy mounds, as scientists
called them, are one of the
most interesting of all Mound
Builder relics. Probably ob-

jects of religious worship, they
take the form of earthen ani-
mals,

birds or reptiles. The

most unusual of all the effigy
mounds is Serpent Mound (16
miles southeast of Hillsboro).
High on a hilltop, overlooking
a fertile river valley, Serpent
Mound represents a writhing
snake, 1335 feet long and four
to five feet high. In the scien-
tific world, Serpent Mound is
one of the world's wonders.
Another
construction type were walled-
in geometric areas. Most un-
usual of these, a great circle
and octagon, are at Newark. So
accurately were these gigantic

.geometric figures constructed

that they are less than 20 feet
out of true.
There are also villages and

“burial sites in large numbers.

In the Ohio State Archaeolo-
gical and Historical Museum,
LColumbus, is the world’s finest
collection of Mound Builders’
material; realistic carved stone
pipes, huge obsidian, sacrificial
spear heads, beautifully de-
signed copper plates, bushels of
river pearls, woven fabrics and
deadly Stone Age weapons.

* As -their names indicate,

Mound Builders' |
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remains are heaps of earth in
one form or ancther. If all the
Ohio Mounds were gathered in
one place they would repre-
.sent a 30,000,000 cubic yard
mountain, nearly two and one-
‘half times as much earth as
was moved by huge tractors
and shovels in building the 14
huge Muskingum Dams. In con-
trast, the Mound Builders used
only their hands and small,
primitive baskets.

Ohiocans are fortunate in be-
ing able so easily to visit these
outstanding remains of 4 pre-

) historic people. s

many of the Mound Builder .
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MASSACHUSETTS
IN OHIO

On April Tth, 1788 a tiny fleet
of river boats manned by Revolu~
tionary War veterans wes swept
past the mouth of the Muskingum
River by the flood tide of the
Ohio,

Luckily, soldiers stationed at
Fort Harmar, located at the junc-
tion of the Muskingum and the
Ohio, caught sight of the little
flotilla through the wind-shredded
fog. Hurriedly they rowed out
into the river, made fast to the
runaway flat boats and towed
them ashore. :

This was the beginning of the
first permanent white settlement
within Ohio and marked the
‘ounding of Marietta.

For four long months the men
who floated down the Ohio  to
VTarietta had toiled across the
sountain passes and labored in
nbroken forests to build their
soats. They were veterans of the
.levolution, who, after eight years
of fighting, were starting life over
ugain.,

Headed by General Rufus Put-

Qhie.”

nam, the Ohio Company was or-

o CONGRESS

WESTERN RESERVE

VIRGINIA
HLITARY

BOUNTY
1184 - 1790

ganized in the Bunch of Grapes
Tavern in Boston on March 1st,
1786. Two hundred and Mfifty
$1000 shares were subscribed for
the purchase of land. Rev. Manas~
sah Cutler, Yale graduate, lawyer,
teacher, army chaplain and stu-
dent of medicine and natural sci-
ence, was delegated to go from

‘ 1806 L. 1796
LANDS
/ SEVEN !
RANGES
MILITARY BOUNTY | /786

1796

Ipswich, Massachusetts, where he
was preaching, fo present the
Company's petition to Congress..

His success was greater than
anyone had dared fo hope. Not

only did the Company secure a|

land grant but payment was to.be
made in depreciated Colonial cur-
rency with a value of approxi-
mately 12¢ to the dollar.

More important, however, was
{he Ordinance of the Northwest
Territory, drawn up by Congress
to govern the new Colony. Under
terms of the Ordinance, {iree
speech, freedom of religion, a free
press, trial by jury and other
human rights were guaranized.
Equallﬁr
that the Ordinance specified that
an the tervitory reached a certain

population it was to be broken

Many pioneers came (o Ohio frem New Jersey.
know where they settled? See next week’s “Let’s

significant was the factj i _ t
‘west Territory is a eity of which

CONGRESS
LANDS

COURTESY.
STANMDARD OIL €0,
(oF oure)

into states with rights equal {
those of the original thirteen. = |

Mariefta, therefore, was startec
under auspicious conditions anc
its founders reproduced in the
wilderness a town much like thoss
they had left in Massachusetts,
Broad streets, well shaded, a huge.
commons and a Massachusetts
type of architecture made Mari-
etta-a Massachusetts community
in Ohio. Today, Marietta retains
many of these characteristics.

On its Campus Martius now
stands a magnificent monument
creation of Guizon  Borglum
commemorating the settlement of
the . community, In its Campus
Martius Museum is the original
home of General Putnam, fur
nished as it was when it was & pax,
of the stockade around the wilders
ness community.. In Marietta, too
is. the old Ohio Company lend
office; oldest building within the
state. A

This first capital of the North-

Ohio ‘may well ba proud and

which deserves a visif,

Do you
Explare
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A little house on Montgomery Road near MecHugh Place, built well over a hundred years
. ago. Once it was a farm house, with many acres of grounds, where Morgan is said to haye

camped in his hurry cross-country ride in Civil War days. For many years it was the home

of Colonel R, E. J. Miles, promoter and manager of the old Grand Opera House and one

of the most important men in Cincinnati theatrical history. A frequent visitor to this

house was his young protege, Sara Francis Frost, who later became known throughout the
country as Julia Marlowe.
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This quaint house on the road to Maple Grove, opposite the old John Robinson homestead,
has an especially interesting history, For a time it was owned by Elder Smith, one of the
first pair of Ohio Senators. Although compelled to stand trial in the United States Senate,:
Smith was acquitted of having conspired with Aaron Burr. The rather bizarre story also.
is told that Aaron Burr once visited Smith in this home. While there, Burr met an old’
flame, borrowed the ring he had given to her at an earlier date and kept it. Embittered!
by this unchivalrous act, the young lady, later, in retaliation, aided in the downfall of Burr,

by telling all she knew of his conspiracy. A
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Ohio Mechanics
. Institute

s 110 Years Old




School Founded In 1828 Has
Earned An Enviable Reputa-.

tion In ducationa

. OF The Queen City.

By Rudolph Benson.

\
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Ohio Mechanics Institute.
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President of 0. M. 1,
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— N, of the distinctions to
which Cincinnati may lay
claim is being the home
S of the oldest American
technieal school west of the Alle-
ghenies. The Ohio Mechanies In-
stitute is this year observing ifs
one hundred and tenth anniversary
oi econtinuous activity., Cincinnati
was hardly more than a frontier
town when It came into being. It
experlenced struggles that at times

2 ™

Thomas J. Emery, in whose
memory the present building
was donated.

jeopardized its existence, but it sur-
vived them all and is still, today,
pisneering in many fields of occu-
pational education as it has done
all through its history.

The first movement toward the
formation of a mechanics' institute
in Cincinnati was made by John D.
Craig In 1828, when at the close of
a course of lectures of natural and
exserimental  philosophy he sug-
gesied to his listeners the propriety
of establishing such an institution,
with an explanation of its objects
and advantages. Several influential
citizens became interested in the
plan he outlined, and it was deter-
mined to. earry it into operation.
Our evidence for this is the follow-
ing minute.

The late Mrs. Mary Emery,
donor of the Ohio Mechanics
Institute Building.

a real Cincinnati product. IE

was formed by local people to
meet a local need. It has been sup-
ported and nurtured by Cincir_l-
natians for 110 years. Beginning in
the most modest manner, it ‘has ac-
quired a fine physical plant 'al:n:l ax
enviable reputation. That Cineins
nati is so favored is due to the con=
fidence of many of her citizens who
gave of their means hecause ti-fny
helieved in the type of education
for which the institute stands S.I_‘ld
has stood. These benefactors in-
clnde many who cantot be menr-
tioned in a sketch of this lenglh.
The most prominent among those
who have passed away are Miles
Greenwood, Marston Allen, Timothy
C. Dax John Wheatafone Wrillism

THE Ohnio Mechanieg Institute Is

mittes to report & plan foF the Pios
Poaed dnstitite. e
' this' 6 o ue -
That this meeting requesi

Mephanjes' Institutes” al

the next meeting.

“That the commitiee already ap-
pointed be authorized to publish
the proceedings of this meeting,
and convene another by public no-
tice.

“On motion, adjourned.

“John Locke, Secretary.”

THE meeting suggested in the

foregoing was held November
20, 1828, with the Rev. E. Slack
in the chair.

Mr. Craig delivered a discourse
on the subject of mechanies' insti-
tures, after which Mr. Foote read
the report of the committee ap-
pointed at the previous meeting,
and on motion the report was
accepted. A constitution was read
and adopted, with some amend-
ments.

The next step was to petition the
Legislature for a charter, which
was granted February 9, 1829. This
charter, with some later amend-
ments, still governs the Institute.

The City Directory for 1820 tells
of the organization of the Imstitute,
and how admission to it could be
secured,

During the winter of 1828-20
classes were formed for instruction
in chemistry (lectures and experi-
ments by Dr. Cleaveland), geom-
etry (Dr. John Locke), and arith-
metic (John T. Talbott). An ancient
chronicler siates that the classes
were well attended and gave very
general satisfaction and were of
great practical utility; those in
arithmetic and geometry were




s argely due to him that (ha in.. %

was |
on the southwest corner of Sixth _/
; S p : ;
of $15,000, and that work on a new
building was begun, the eorner-
Stone being laid July 4, 1848, Cer-
in sums of money had been sub-
scribed by the citizens, but these
Were soon exhausted, and the preva-
lence of the cholera epidemie made
. It impossible for the trustees to
raise further funds by subsecription,
so. they were compelled either to
stop work or to Jaise the neces-
Sary means on their own personal
credit. They did this, and the
building wag completed. Such an
arrangement, of course, left the in-
stitute in debt to its own directors
for a considerable amount, Per-
haps no more convineing evidence
can be found of thejr confidence in

well as his services without charg: the value of the training the Insti-

The lectures on chemistry wer, tute was giving, than this act of
delivered partly in College Hall, the directors. In 1854 the institu-
and partly in the City Counecil __ tion was indebted to various per-
Chamber, on Fourth Streot between = ~— Sons to the extent of almost $50,-
Walnut and Main, to others for a while, but eventually 000. The first benefactors were

The want of a suitable building lost the Baqa.gr property by fore- Miles Greenwood and Marston Al-
for the Institute Was seriously felt, closure in February, 1847 len, who made combined donations

and several times in the early years: In that same year another im- of nearly $18,000-to the institution,

of the O. M. I. the Board of Direc- portant event in the ‘history of the with the condition that the institu-

tors made purchases of buildings, Institute occurred, namely, the elee- tion raise within a given time an

but each time Were unable to pay tion of Miles Greenwood to ‘the amount sufficient to liquidate the

the required sums and were obliged presidency. He continued as Pros. remaining debt against them as

to give the buildings up. ident until 1854, and immedijately trustees. Fm‘tunﬂt_elr- many suh-

John P. Foote became the first became ap aggressiyve leader. It scriptions were raised from the

President in 1828 and was reelected

from that time to the season of

1846-47. For a brief period the

Institute occupied rented quarters

in, the lodge hall of the Collega

Building at a rental value, it is

Adnteresting to note, of $100 a year,

This doubtless was merely a nomi-

nal rate, charged because the Insti-

—" tute was an educationta] organiza-

\ tion.

HE famous Bazaar, which was
T associated with the name of
Mrs, Trollope, and became his-
toric as “Trollope’s Folly,” was pur-
chased by the directors of the In-
stitute in Februray, 1839, and here
the Institute held forth for some
time. The new location was not a
happy one, however, being “too far
from the center of the city,” and it
was finally abandoned, particularly
the center of the city,” and it was
finally  abandoned, particularly
since the directors were unable to
maintain the payments. In 1843 a
building on Walnut Street, opposite
the College hall, was leased at an
nt of . The directors = 5 &

:F R’:] Ifsttit:t:?ﬁted the Bazaar The school was located at Sixth and Vine in 1860,

general public, and the debt was
reduced to $15,000.

EFORE this time the Institute
B had started the fashion of hav-

ing exhibitions of products of
various kinds for which prizes were
offered, and which became quite a
feature of Cincinnati's life.

All of this time the institute was
offering regular evening lectures
and classes. The burden of much
of this training was taken by Dr.
John Locke, an eminent scientist.
He was born in Maine in 1792. His
native inclination led him toward
the natural sciences, especially bot-
any and chemistry, and he began

The Greenwood Building about 1884, i




0. M. I, (Greenwood Ruilding) as it appeared in 1908,
Note the automobile pictured in the foreground.
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the study of medicine at 24, com.

pleting his course at the Yale.

Medical School. For a time he
turned to teaching, at first at

| Windsor, Vt., and later, in 1821, at

Lexington, Ky, In 1822 he came to
Cincinnati and opened a young
ladies’ institution, which for many
years was the leading school of ita
kind in this section of the country,
In 1835 he was appointed professor
of chemistry in the Medical College
of Ohio, continuing as such for 13

‘years. During this time ke was

largely occupied with geological in-
vestigations, in the course of which
he conducted the first geological
survey of the state, His study of
the phenomena of electricity and
magnetism was close, and prolific
of discoveries, and his great me-
chanical skill enabled him to devisa
apparatus of much wvalue. Tt is
said that to him the astronomical
world owes its electro-chronograph,
or magnetic clock. Mrs., Frances
Trollope visited Dr. Loecke's school
for women in 1828, and in her book
on America she speaks of Dr. Locks
as “a gentleman who appears to
have liberal and enlarged opinions
on the subject of female education.”
Many of Dr. Locke's scientific in-
struments are now preserved in the
Industrial Museum of the Ohio
Mechanies Institute.

stitute's existence its classes

were confined entirely to the
evening, It organized classes in
drawing and design, and in wood-
crafts and metal crafts, which were
the first given in this general] viein-
ity. For many years these were
the only classes existing in such
subjects, and their importance can
hardly be overestimated.

About 1898, when the Tnstitute
was enjoying an excellent reputa-
tion as the oldest institution of its
kind in our wicinity, certain day
classes were begun at the r'eqq@s:

FOR the first 70 years of the In-
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Happy Birthday, Cmcnmatt

Here Is Clty s Hlstory ertten as of Yesterday

after it abandoned the name of Losantiville,

This is the skyvline—if it can be called that—of Cincinnati shortly

Cincinnati Post
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Gov. Arthur St. Clair Demands Name of |
Town as He Stands on Riverboat in |
Ohio; Then He Changes It |

When this city celebrates its sesquuicentennial anniversary next fall |
it actually will be marking only 149 years as Cincinnati, For 13 months
it was known as Losantiville. In the following article a Post reporter,
using modern news treatment, pretends to be writing his story at the
time of the name change. Authority jor the account may be found in
“Centennial History of Cincinnati,” by Charles Theodore Greve, This
article is the first of a series, |

BY JOHN HUTCHISON [

CINCINNATI, Jan. 5, 1790.—"*“What the hell is the name|
of this town anyway?” Gov. Arthur St. Clair of the North-
west Territory asked as he stood on the roof of his river-|
boat which was docking here at Losanfiville.

That was day before yesterday.

e e

He left here today after changing g RRET IR, |
the name of the town to Cinein- | te the Illinois country, accompanied |
nati, This new name i8 in honor of | by 50 men under Lieut, Doyle.

the Society of Cincinnatus that was| Last winter Matthias Denman, |
L

formed last vear by ex-officers tJII Springfield, N, J., bought 740 acres |

the Revolutionary War. '.‘;‘hlem Sﬂ“-‘ town f;““’ 1%:—‘3.-‘; 1;;—‘;‘;|
Sl = ulge Symmes, paying abou
The society's _na%'ne originates in for the tract. |
the legend of Cincinnatus, Who left| Col. Robert Patterson, Lexington,
his plow standing in {he field and!|Ky., and John Filson, schoolmaster |
took over the generalship of & Ro-| and surveyor, took a third interest
maft army, returning to his farm | each, early last SUmmer, |
when the war we&s OVer. | Mr. Filson surveyed the plot and |
During his visit here, Gen, St.| named the town Losentiville, in a |
Clair also set up the Ccounty of | peeuliar coinage of several unre-
Hamilton, named, upon .quggestion_lated wortds and roots. |
of Judge Symmes, for Alexander| ‘THe initial ugt stands for the |
Hamilton, secretary of the treasury. | Licking River, facing Cincinnati
Gen. St. Clanr was accompanied | across the Ohic. |
here by Maj. Willys. | The “os" is. Latin for “mouth,"
The party was mel on arrival by l. Mr. Filson explained.
citizens and a detachment from Ft.| The “anti” means “across from."\
washington. A salute of 14 guns|and the syille,” ‘orf town, comes from |
was fired from the fort in honor of | the French. |
the governor. | - Hengce Mr. Filson called the set-I
The party went from here today ! tlement Losanttville, or “the town|

R e N
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Gov. Arthur St. Clair of the Northwest Terrifory.

across from the mouth of the|been seen since,
Licking River." It is feared kere that he has been
Mr, Filson is not here to com- |killed by Indians.
ment on the change, {
He left a few months ago on a NEXT: Indians kidnap 11-year- |
short surveying trip, and has not| old boy. |




Happy Birthday, Cincinnati

®  Here Is City's History Written

Y

One of Part_;_f. Dies | as Of__ Yes.l-erday
Under Tomahawk |
of Indians ~

——

g S e e

As. Cincinnati's 150tn birthday
Gpproaches a Post reporter pm'-
jects himself back into the days
of early Cincinnatii to chronicle
in the language of the modern
newspaper the events that were
the big stories of the day. This
tale, embellished only with lesser

Mr. Clavton, Mr Light, _vnung]
Spencer, Mrs. Coleman and an un-

details not given in the original icentified soldier left Cineinnatl at
;ccmmr, is taken from “Historical 2 pm, in a canoe for Columbis,
- ;"’;‘f;’;‘;‘ﬂgﬂ-d thﬂ_v Reminiscences eight miles up the river, Mr. Light j _
ik on County,” by J. G, said. The sokiier, who, Mr. Light] =
. sald, had been drinking, fell over-| With her hands foward the balnk,
BY JOHN HUTCHISON board near the mouth of Deer Creek | landing downstream about a mile.
CINCINNATT,” July 7 1702 and walked ashore in the shallow| Sobbing hysterically, Mrs. CC_']EI'"““
Jacob Light an’d Mrs M' k bt water, disappearing in the willows, | arrived shortly after Mr, Light, and
i ) s 5. Mary Cole- The Spencer hoy, unable to swim,| was put in the care of women of
N walked into Cincinnati late became uneasy, Mr, Light reported, | the village,
teday with a tragie tale of a boat and asked to be set ashore. “There were about seven of the
trip up the Ohio which ended in _“He walked along the bank, falk-| 1dians,” Mr. Light related, “They
the killing by Indi ing to us as we poled the boat'up-| ryshed out cf the bushes and
: ¥, 1ans_ of one of stream -close to the bank,” Mr. grabbed the Spencer boy. Two of
thelr party and the kidhaping by Light related. About a mile up| them ran into the water and
the savages of 11-year-old Oliver from Deer Creek the Indians fired grabbed Clayton. He was hit so
M. Spencer. on us twice from a thicket just|pad he couldn't swim, They
! akead of the hoy. One bullet struck | draggét him oui on the bank and
A detachment from the garrison Clayton in the body and. he fell out| killed him with their tomahawks
at Bf. Washington set out at once of the canoe on the side toward the | and scalped him. I couldn’t see
up the river hank io bring back the shore, The other ball hit the pole | which way they went. T was trying
body of a Mr. Clavton wh | I was using and glanced info my | to get away. 1 knew I couldn’t help
T R e i o left arm. T jumped ouf and start- | the boy against so many.”
. 'k. 1 the wat.er, toma-‘- ed to swim to the KED[UCR}' Sid&i Three men from Limestone. po[_
awked and scalped after he had but saw I couldn’t make it and| ing a raft drown the other side of
been woundod in ~the boat. Mr.| turned back. 1 drified down stream | the river on a hunting trip, crossed
Clayton’s first ‘nam and landed on the Ohio side. I| ts Cincinnati at dark tonight to
learned e could not be was clear tuckered out and had to| describe the attack, which they
. rest ‘before I could walk in.” | witnessed from across ‘the river.
Mrs. Colemar jumped out also, They said the Indians ran when
although she cannot swim, she fold | the three fired at some of them.
relatives who werz caring for her! The savages took the boy and dis-
today afier her miraculous escape. | appeared in the dense forest to the
Her underelothing spread out on | morth. An expedition to the Mau-
fhe water when she leaped, and | mee villages will be organized to
supported here while she paddled | leave early tomorrow.
L _THE CINCINNATI POST_

TUESDAY, JUNE 14, 1938
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Top, an early print of
Ft. Washington; below, the
Ft. Washington monu-
ment at Third and Law-
rence streets.




Celebrating Cincinnati’s

'SESQUI CENTENNIA

ma 150 YEARS
OF PROGRESS

ARTICLE NO. 2
By LEW HECK

THE APPEARANCE of the Spanish

aroused more excitement in

; de as they w
beth's reign than the fleet of 63 boats, ru

ighti ted her
1,000 fighting men, crea ¢
T’gar was 1780. The Indians mus

i - T t'
-bub of seething excitemen ; me
}t::li?, Tusculum Heights, Eden pPark, Mt. Adams,

~ Auburn, Fairview H
g‘gtnal smokes were wafted skyv;:-;ﬁ
to inform the tribes In the ke
eountry. The signal smoke me o
was the Indians' swift and accur 1&
*newspaper’, one that y?,u col_.ln
have classified as anA";edxtﬁerl;ea‘:L rg

rtling tidings. .
f{zﬁz hoai‘ts moving slowly down ‘;;1111:
Ohio River, drifting with the c'urczi m.
filled with adventurers 1mni'e tﬁe
pioneer hardships, fearless 1n e.nci
face of any backwoods pelrt - g
deadly efficient with the rifie, ~

oated in broad daylight down
:-E:y r?\'er between the two Mlan:li.lsé
the beauty of the fo_resteq _hillsl.r e
evidence of abundant fertility of s A :I
to bhe seen everywhere in this secd
tion filled them with wonder :;11
delighi. But, even as they ga eré'
. enraptured at the sight and wthe"
counselling among themselvesum l
advisability of landing and set ssg
here, they beheld in the waidemecé‘
the skulking savages, keeping pace |
with their boats, watching evers;
movement they made with eye‘.a.
alight with murder. There wa.;gr;_
wav of estimafing how many ey
tiles were hidden and alert ‘m E{an
dark and frowning wilderness. hcc’:
when the fleet of boats appm.ac es
the mouth of Mill Qreek. there wa
a sudden determination umo:;lgt
‘many of the men to land and fig!
VAgZeSs.
th’i“::t. Fs exactly what 500 of th;
backwoodsmen decided to do-—-su;t
did! Cooler heads spoke agalnst,_n >
1L was, they said. equal to leapi Lﬁ
straightway into the jaws of dea -
and, what was worse, capture 811110
slow, agonizing torture, For w
could approximate how many thou;l
sands of Indians were in hiding an
awaiting that same foolbardy ven;
ture on the part of the voyagersr
But. nothing could stop the type oi
American backwoodsman who ap-
rently was made to order by na],-
ture to seek, find, conquer and settle
the lands you live upon so peace-
fully today. Five hundred 1eapecé
pon that shore at the mouth o
il Creek, little knowing and little
~ caring, for that matter, how many
~ savages would be on hand to con;_.
i@mn&m; As Juck would have it

Al

Armada could not have

i ueen Eliza-
England during Qﬂel (St

e on your Ohio River. The
t have been ’rhrmz':r_\ tptoa&

obably on every Cincinnati
b MG Walnut Hills,
eights, Price Hill as you call them today,

- trail they followed. But in so far
_Bs Maj. Stites was concerned, he

~Tior perhaps it wasn't luck Buv toe ™
~ boldness of their advance) the In- / -~
(\.dians fled from them and were S
~Chased for miles back into the
wilderness where they managed at
last, to escape.  And so the valiant
. lellows returned triumphantly to
their boats and, no doubt, would
have been Cincinnati's first setilers
then and there had not the counsel
of the stay-on-the-hoat advocates
prevailed against them. The fleet
sailed on and where it landed and
settled eventually, if at all, is not
known to this writer,
Two months after the above ex-
ploit Capt. Bird, in command of a
troop of 600 friendly Indians from
the North and Canadian adven-
turers, all well-armed and equipped
with cannon, smashed a path
through the wilderness along Mill
Creek, then ascended the Licking
River, but nothing in the way of
settlement: here resulted. It may
have been that they considered the
odds were too much against any
colony heing successfully settled in
this territory.

WHAT Was a4 common occurrence
in pioneer seftlements was the
direct reason for Cincinnati being at
Iast seftled. That “common occur-
rence” was the penchant of the In-
dian for horses which belonged io
others, Briefly, the Indian was a
born and a persistent horse thief,
He was as fond of a horse as you
are of an automobile. And io steal
A settler's horses was to cripple that
seftler eruelly in his domestic set-
up. Now, in the year 1786, there was
a trader from New Jersey named
Maj, Benjamin Stites, who has to-
day, in Cincinnati and beyond, many
descendants.
Maj. Stites, a man of great res-
olution and courage, happened to
be in Washington, Ky. near the
town of Limestone, now called Mays-
ville, Ky., when a band of pioneers
came into the town. They were
highly enraged, indeed, and Maj.
Sfites was much amused by their
remarks concerning Indian horse
thieves. He learned from them that
they were on the trail of a troop
of Indians, who had stolen their
horses. Now, perhaps, the major’s
trading business was in the doldrums
thai you now dignify by the name
of “a recession”, Whatever it was,
he made up his mind to join these
indignant fellows and have a part
in the advenfure. Amusements were
few in those days and a pursuit and
perhaps a fight could be rated high
in the mind of an amusement seek-
er. As they hurried out of the town,
Maj. Stites was with them. The
trail led along the south shore of
the Ohio River, where, arriving at
last at a point above the mouth of
the Little Miami, they perceived that
the savages had crossed there with
the stolen horses for that forbidden
section known as “The Miami
Slaughferhouse.” Less courageous
men would have stopped right there,
called it off, and retreated home-
ward. Buf not that crew! Nor that
fellow, Stites! And what tireless
fellows they were! Stopping not
af all for rest, they felled trees and
hastily constructed rafts. These
they paddled down the Ohio to the
mouth of the Little Miami, then
used the rafts in ascending that
stream, always with an eye to the

Inst interest in the pursuit. He be-

came enamored of the beauty of
the couniryside which he was view-

ding for the first time. Traveler ‘
ugh he had been. nothing he ever
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had beheld compared in beauty to
what he saw now. His fellow travel-
ers on losing the trail at last and
seeing no further hope of coming
upon the thieves and the stolen
horses, turned disappointedly home-
ward and with them Maj. Stites. But,
as he came down the Little Miami
his mind was not on horses or the
culprits who had nabbed them, but
on what he had seen and whai he
was seeing even as he was approach-
ing the Little Miami's confluence |
| with the Ohio River.

Maj. Stites wasted no time putting
|a plan into execution. He knew of
|the powerful and influential Judge

John| Cleves Symmes in New Jersey.
Symmes had been a delegate to the
Continental Congress, & judge in the
Superior Court and afterward Chief
Justice of New Jersey. Symmes
would be the man to swing the big
land deal with the Government. So
to Symmes, in New Jersey, Stites
| made all speed through the wilder-
| ness, Symmes received the proposal

| with enthusiasm. He immediately
formed a company, then came here
himself to see the lands. He was
entranced and hurried back to New.
Jersey to report to his company.
Stites, he said, had seemed over-
‘enthusiastic but even so had not
told the half of it. In the latter,
part of August, 1787, Symmes and |
his associates petitioned Congress
for the land grant. It was stupend-
ous, that request made fo Congress
—nothing less than f(wo million
acres of land! Meanwhile, not wait-
ing for congressional action, Judge
Symmes issued a dazzling prospec-
“tus. In his prospectus he proclaimed
| this and that like an emperor and
| painted the future of his Western
| world in such descriptive phrases as
| ugloud-capped towns', “gorgeous
palaces”, “‘solemn temples” and the
like. Even before the land grant
wes even being considered by Con-
gress the judge sold Stites 10,000
| acres al five shillings per acre, That
|land was in the East End of your
present Cincinnafl. For himself the
judge reserved the township at the |
confluence of the Great Miami and
the Ohio Rivers. In this, his wild
paradise, he offered to sell land at a |
‘price of two-thirds of a dollar per
acre up to and including the coming
month of May, at which time, he
said, the value of each acre would
rise {o a whole dollar! Also, as an
inducement to settlers who would
buy his land he offered free every
alternate lot, provided the settler
agreed to improve it and erect a
house or log cabin fo be oceupied
for three consecutive years,

CINCIHNATJ.‘S first owners of
land, Maj. Stites, Judge Symmes
and Mathias Denman formed an
odd trio of speculators when you
consider all, They were irrevocably
bound to one another in a common
enterprise, that of city-building.
And, in the same enterprise, they
were rivals. Fach saw himself as
exerting superior wisdom and fore-
sight in the selection of his partici-
lar tract. This certainly was frue
in each case. Maj. Stites had from
the beginning desired the east end
front and the region strefching far
back into the hills. And he got il
Ten thousands acres of it! With
greater shrewdness, than the others,
Judge Symmes seems fo have con-
sidered the seasonal rises of the
Ohio River. He may have made in-
quiries beforehand and have learned
that the river can attain disastrous
heights of flood along ils lower-
lying shores. He was a clever lawyer,
remember, with a mind that was ac-
customed to ferret out evidence and
precedents in or out of the law. At
all events when he selected for him-
self the North Bend region so high
above the river's flow he must have
taken floods into consideration.
Events shaping themselves as they
did and North Bend failing, as it
did, to win its way into existence
as vour city of Cincinnati there are
many even today who regard Judge
Symmes' choice as foolish, Bul,
was it?

Turn the clock back 150 years and
send prospective city-builders or real
estate experts of this very day down
the Ohio between the fwo Miamis
and they probably would choose
North Bend. Judge Symmes Was
not foolish. He was a victim of fate
or circumstances or whatever milci
name you like to give to misfortun:e.

Mathias Denman apparently h ad
to take what was left, yet, when 3fou
consider Denman’s plan for a profit-
able ferry plying the Ohio betw/een
his village and the Licking IRiver
route into Kentueky's settlemients,
it is very likely that the Losan tiville,
or Cincinnati water front, would
have been his choice from fthe very
first, Yes, each man was hiappy in
his possession and preparing to
make the most of Iy, !

Meanwhile Maj. Benjamin Stites
was not idle. He was geiting ready
to move in. Whenever you ride
over Kellogg Avenue from Eastern

Avenue toward Coney lIsland, you

are on the land which Maj. Stites

owned and settled and which he
| pelieved would one day beg the
center of your present city. /s he
was Cincinnati's first settler, you
shall be told whai happened Nov.
18, 1788, in the next article.
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o Romance of Our Gity

- Celebrating Cincinnati’s

\SESQUI CENTENNIAL

and ].50 YEARS
OF PROGRESS

ARTICLE NO. 3
By LEW HECK
F YOU could turn back 150 years to the su

mmer days

S84 three men, !
Stites and Mathias Denman. Frequently, durn'lgt.tll'tg‘tr
trio met at the wharf for conversation. As they
I hifully at t
ll;.);ck':do; 1tohl.legm ha(i}r his secret thoughts and exalt
Judge Symmes, 4 : i
in it. had selected the present-day 3 s the
ggcgr:ragéo:& of all the water frontage for city building.

was with great complacency that Judge Symmes, as
his companions, looked out upon 1

viewed the river as
taken at the flood, leads on fo fortur:e
the moving flood of water which was
ealth.as a seller of land : g
giitv. It was to lead him and his colonisis to North B
eitlements there would and T B .
Ssuburb&; or outposts of his city, providing ferti

well as fighting-men

tacks. In ‘his
his for the ta |
judicial mask’of serenity. |
Now see Maj. Stites! Dreame'.;
: ractical man rolled into one:
wﬁdﬁr enthusiastic. But he does
not tell all his plans, you can bet!
Yes, he is certain this his Columbia
(he already has named it in hongr
of Christopher Columbus) is to be
the metropolis on the Ohio betwe;n
the Miamis. He is exultant as he
Jooks at that Ohio River flowing by, |
for dreamer and lover of beautg
though he is, he also is a doer ant
he is going to do something to ge
the start on Symmes and Denman,
Of course, he doesn't tell them
about that!

i } .t 1imestone, Ky., nows
1788 on the little wharf at Limes .
Fl\)a{aysvilie. vou would find yourself in the company of

Maj. Benjamin
Judge John Cleves Symmes, as.]umme}r, i

tatked they,

io Ri ing lazily past them.
he Ohio River rolling eﬂ Elmbitions.

i “ect and having the master
et orth Bend as the most

he talked with'
he Ohio’s waters ;:_orh h%_
“tide i affairs of men which, ifi

A 1 1". It was, he believed,
to bear him to falaulou?
the founder O

and to eternal fame as e

~ But they would be mere
id and must be N s ats
i gai dian at-
in the common defense against In ’
is heart he smiled to think of the future that ¥ as;
king and building. But his face wore its usua

————

~ Now Tet us, as we swand on that|
wharf 150 years ago this summer,
study the countenance of Mathias
Denman. Man of business is he and
apparently little of the dreamer in
him. Yes! He knows where the
great city is to begin and grow into
biz business and wealth. It will be
exactly at the spot where he is the

purchaser of several hundred acres
and he will land his settlers at that
little inlet directly opposite the
point where the Licking River flows
into the Ohio. What a place for
a ferry between his village and the
trails to the Kentucky settlements!
His eves twinkle at the thought of
the immediate profits the ferry will
put into his pockets. And so he,
too, looks speculatively at the Ohio
River's ceaseless flow.

As we leave the three men there
on the Limestone wharf and we fly
back to this year of 1938 and its
great City of Cincinnati, we know,
of course, that Mathias Denman
guessed right after all, for the lit-
tle inlet he thought of was then the
foot of your preseni-day Sycamore
Street, and it became known to the
pioneers as Yeatman's Cove. It is
covered now by the paving of the
Public Landing,

AJ. STITES, worthy of being
called “Discoverer of Cincin=-
nati”, also was the first of the
three real estate tycoons to “get go-
ing”, On Nov. 18, 1788, having
managed to complete his plans
ahead of his competitors, he set out
from Limestone with his little col-
ony in Kentucky boats. Doubtless
there were some who stood on the
wharf that day to bid them fare~
well, who watched them to the last
with tear-misted eyes and with fear
that never again would they see
them on this earth, for they were
invading a countryside fraught
with horror and peril. It was a
most solemn day and, perhaps, you
wonder why they chose such an in-
clement season to fare forth as they
did. At Ft. Harmar, at the time,
the Indians were, for the most part,
in session with the whites over a
proposed peace treaty. The time
was an auspicious one to get started
in the enterprise of settling in “The
Miami Slaughterhouse”. Time to
build blockhouses for defense, time
to win increased numbers of settlers
and be prepared if the Indians, dis-
gruntled with treaty terms, refused
them, and returned to the business
of torturing, murdering and scalp-
ing the settlers, with some horse=
stealing on the side by way of profit.
Of course, noi all the Indians were

‘at Ft. Harmar, and there could be




trouble with the many who

(ranged the forests, ]::arelass Stgll'
‘freaty-bargaining. But, in any
event, not so much trouble as could
be had with all of them round and
about the adjacent wilderness, The
settlers would take their chances
with whatever of the hostiles might
be in the vicinity. An intrepid man
was Maj. Benjamin Stites, and of
the stoutest-hearted were his com-
panions in that enterprise. Stites
even had his Youngest daughter,
dearest of all his children, with him |

in that daring venture. She was
Rachel, five . years old, quite the
blithest, the smilingest, the merriest
of all the voyagers. Always Rachel
will be remembered as the first
white child who set foot on the
shores of Southern Ohio. She grew
to womanhood at Columbia, married
and became Rachel Kibby, and her
grave and gravestone are to be seen
foday in the ancient Baptist Ceme-
tery at Columbia, where, dying in
1864, at the age of 81, she was
buried. Frequently this writer has
stood at Rachel's grave. All about
lher are the graves of others who
were members of that heroic ex-
pedition, and the visitor recalls two
appropriate lines in Gray's “Elegy”,
written in a country churchyard:

Each in his narrow cell forever laid,

The rude forefathers of the hamlet
‘sleep.

From one to another you go,
reading the inscriptions on each
stone, but you return to the grave
of Rachel and you think of her not
as a weary matriarch of 81, when
she was laid to rest, but as the child:
who was the first to press her little
feet, on the Southern Ohio shore
and to go dancing light-heartedly at
the side of her father as he sirode
forward, from the beach, to face the!
| terrors of the dark and measureless
wilderness, So many years have
come and gone since then, so many
waters have risen and flooded that
historic shore and retreated in their!
seasons since the little feet of danc-
ing Rachel Stites left their imprints
in the sands! Yes, you. too, will
always think of her as a little child.

IT WAS on Tuesday, Nov. 18, 1788,
the boats arrived opposite the
projected settlement of Columbia,
Gone was the charm of summer.l;
|_'I'he1r beheld a wilderness appalling
in its November gloom. If seemed
to glower ai them, to warn them
not to attempt to land or to dare to
conquer its Indian-infested forests,
for it was truly a forbidden land,
one that had earned a bloody and
murderous name for itself. They
did not land immediately. Beyond
the shore they stood in their boats
watching the dismal scene 'with
anxious, straining eyes — seeking
what all dreaded to find, the In-
dians! Even the childish prattle
and laughter of little Rachel Stites

was hushed as she, too, stared at
the ominous forest and noted the
serious faces of her elders as they,
scanned every point of the dark’
wilderness such as gloomed upon
the river., After a long time of
reconnoitering they decided at last!
to land and caufiously disembark.

They first of all made away wiin
considerable brushwood that impeded |
their progress from the river's
beach, and then having made a path
to where they hoped to begin their|
city, they knelt and prayed for Di-
vine help and guidance in this, their
perilous enterprise.

It was near to the knoll which

| still exists as the Baptist graveyard

that the Stites 'settlers, including
little Rachel, prayed to the Almighty

| God, for help and protection and,

after the “amen', they rose to
their feet and began the felling of
trees. They worked feverishly at
this, for even the slightest delay
might be fatal. The Indians might' *
be upon them at any moment and-
they neseded, first of all, a strong
blockhouse walled with heavy logs.
The blockhouse soon was up and
ready as a place of safety for the
women and children of the colonists.
Into it thev went thankfully.

Immediately after completing the
blockhouse the men set to work to
build huts, The walls of the huts
were of logs provided by the near-by
trees, easily trimmed of branches
and laid one on the other. To make
doors and flooring would have been
more perplexing but for the fact
that the boats they had come in still
were moored to the shore. They dis-
cussed for a time the wisdom of
dismantling boats which might be
needed at any moment for escape
from the place. But il was decided
to take the chance, breek up the
boats and utilize their timber for
doors and floors. Thus, as in other
sudden problems, your pioneers had
to gamble with death itself, for the
Grim Reaper, painted hideously and
befeathered, might come whooping
in legion at any time out of the
dark forests.

How the Columbians fared in the
successive days and nights will be
related in the next article.




* yet, such as you have at your com-
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By LEW HECK

9 HE first night in their forest home was an unforgettabte
one in the memories of your pioneers at Columbia. A
monunient dedicated to them 560 years ago stil] stands
SIS a4t what is said to be the site of their earliest structure,
the blockhouse. You can see the monument at close eyeshot if
you proceed a couple of blocks down Davis Lane, which starts

omance of Our City

at the junction of Eastern Avenue and Carrel Street. Down
Davis Lane you come to the Pennsylvania railroad crossing,
and by walking on its tracks for a couple of hundred feet east-|
wardly you arrive at the ancient cemetery, its time-stained grave-
stones and its monument. The cemetery was fenced in when this
writer visited it recently, but still the view of it, if you have any
reverence for the first of the city’s pioneers, is worthy of the
time you take to go to it, even though a fence bars your en-
trance. And while you are looking at the 43-foot-high monu-
ment, a Corinthian column of Ohio freestone, you will see at
the top of it a place that was made for the reception of a pioneer
statue. When the shaft was dedicated with music, the firing of
cannon and oratory a half century ago, one of the orators said
that the promised statue soon would be atop the column keeping
eternal vigilance over Cincinnati’s earliest pioneer scene. But the
years have passed, one by one, and no statue has yet appeared.
What could be more fitting now than a backwoods sentry sym-
bolizing Maj. Benjamin Stites himself be placed atop that tall
shaft?:

No doubt, as the leader of the ex-
pedition, Maj Stites was one of the
guards who kept sleepless vigil on
the first night, when the crackling
of every twig in the night breezes of
the forest seemed to herald the foot-
#all of a scouting savage. The place
was engulfed in deep darkness, and
the night must have been a long one
{or the watchers outside the block=-
house.

Inside the blockhouse were the
mothers hushing their little ones ln|
sleep, and at last profound silence
brooded over all. Now and again
the guards on vigil outside the block-
house exchanged whispered com-
ments on the hoped-for future of
their city-to-be as they walked si-
lenfly in their moceasins, to and fro
in the chilly night, their eyes strain-
ing to see whatever could be seen in
that deep dark night—especially
when a twig crackled! And how they
welcomed the first fingers of dawn
streaking the eastern sky! The first
night was over at last and they had
come through it safely! And so to
work with the peep of dawn, More
trees to be cut down, more huts to
be built, more barricades to be erect-
ed while the womenfolk went aboul
the task of getting breakfast, a sim-
ple meal on that morning, with no

ers, no butchers, no bakers as

“The colonists regarded with con-
siderable satisfaction the fertile land |
which lay to the east of them, a
plain which long ago had been
cleared by the Indian inhabitants,
and on which through many cen-
turies the savages grew their comm.
This was, in the early pioneer days,
the celebrated Turkey Bottoms, a
name it still has, And Turkey Bot-
toms in the highly imaginative brain
of Maj. Stites was to be the main-
stay of his projected eity. Not until
spring came would they be able to
plow and plant for the harvest, and
they were fated to endure hunger
throughout the winter season until

that harvest came, However, they
managed to get along fairly well by
cautious expeditions into the ad-
jacent forest, where they shot game
and in the river where they caught
fish. Bread was out of the question
until they hit upon the expedient of
digging up the roots of what was
called bear grass, boiling it, washing
it and drying it out, then crushing it
with stones into a sort of coarse
flour. Of this they made a kind of
bread, but if you were to have that
gsort, of breadstuff served to you
today at your breakfast table you
would turn from it in disgust, no
doubt. Still, the pioneer Columbians
were thankful for even such coarse
fare and said their “grace” at their'
meals as devoutly as if the bread
m?fde from grassroots was cake it-
self.

N 1790, almost two years after
the Stites colonists had landed, a
family named Spencer joined them,
one of the homeseekers being Oliver
M. Spencer, then a boy. Oliver after-
ward was stolen by the Indians and
lived with the savages a couple of
years before being restored to his
family. In 1834 Oliver M. Spencer
thought to describe for posterity the
appearance of Columbia as he be-
held it in 1790. It was, he said, a
settlement of about 50 cabins clus-
tered on the plain called Turkey
Bottoms, including a small stockade
and a few blockhouses scattered
along the river shore as a defense
for the community. The original log
fortress erected by Stites and his
companions was still kept ready for
emergencies when young Spencer
and his family arrived. He recalled
that in 1791 there was a scarcity of
flour and it became for the time be-
ing a Iuxury that could be doled out
only to the sick or to the stranger
who was a guest In the village. Corn
was plentiful enough, and, in the
form of corn bread, would have been
hailed as a tasty luxury in the win-
ter of 1788-89 when the colonists
were compelled to do with grass-
root bread. But, two years later, they
knew what it was to yearn for bread
made of wheat flour and to regard
with little favor the bread made of
corn, Thus does civilization advance.
Spencer describes the spring of
1792 as exceptionally beautiful. The
Cincinnati hillsides you see now as
you go through Turkey Bottoms by
the way of Kellogg Avenue pre=
sented an amazing scene of trees
in blossom, including the redbud,
the hawthorn and the dogwood, The
ground was carpeted in a riot of
colors by the mayapple, bloodroot,
and violet and other

blooms which then were so plenti-
{ul here., The woods were filled with

/1,



ﬂ_t-:wes.- partridges and turkeys and
there were numerous bear and deer

to be seen. Spencer said the para-
dise of beauty was marred, however,
by the poisonous copperhead snakes
which A : ‘he NWar it e

attempting to strike with its fangs.
But, sald Spencer, deadly as the
numerous copperheads and rattlers
were, they were not feared by the
Columbians to the extent that the
Indians were dreaded. No man who
venitired away from the settiement
could count himself safe for a single

minute with so many Indians In-l

festing the wilderness.

The Turkey Bottoms farms
stretched about one and one-half
miles east of town, consisting of
five acres each. The farmers tilled
the soil with eyes always turning to
river or woods and loaded rifles al-
ways close at hand, They ex-
changed labor, one with the other,
S0 as to always be close together and
ready for the emergency of battle

. With the Indians who were known
'to be constantly lurking in the
| Woods. The Bottoms were very
| fertile, he said, 80 bushels of corn
to the acre being an ordinary crop.
Some gained as much as 100 bushels
to the acres and in favorable sed-
sons 110 bushels. He recalled seeing
corn hills four feet apart, each with
four or five stalks one and one-
half inches in diameter and 15 feet
high, each bearing two or three
ears of corn,

MAJ. STITES'S dream of clty-
building was to come to a sud-
den end. It was Old Man Ohio
River himself who afterward rose
up in a fiood to smother all hope of
Columbia ever growing into a great.
city. Maj. Stites had surveyed his
land, laid it out for a mile along the
river front and far back to the hills
when the unexpected happened—a
sudden and disastrous flood, He
had not taken into account any mis-
fortune like that, And now he
found most of his dream city en-
gulfed and its inhabitants en-
camped on the higher ground. The
river receded in time but the Co-
lumbians realized that such calami-
ties must be seasonal Atter ‘hat
first flood Columbia ceased to grow,
Less and less of other homeseskers
passing by In their boats stopped at
Columbia for a visit, 4 chat and
possible settlement. News of the
flood had circulated swiftly, ‘With
friendly hails to the Coiumbians
they continued down the river to

try their luck at Losantiville, op- |

posite the Licking or farther down
at North Bend. The Major's real
estate project was shot and he
knew it,

Today there is still much of the
woodland beauty and rural paths
where Maj. Stites had hoped to
build a great city. Lunken Airport
occupies a great swath of what was
farmland years 4g0. People in
trailers stop in the shaded nooks
along Turkey Bottom road and
other Columbian thoroughfares, liv-
ing almost as simply as the earliest
inbabitants,

one of them would have been had it
appeared in the skies in the days of
the early Columbians! The Indian
islanders who were the first to be-
hold the ships of Christopher Co-
lumbus were not more astounded
and bereft of their senses, as Maj.
Stites and his pioneer band would
have been at the sight of an air-
plane which you regard, today, as so
commonplace, almost as mucn so as
a street car or automobile, As you
stand on that silent solitary shore
of the Ohio River at Coiumbia you
feel sorry for Maj, Stites. the brave
dreamer who had visualized a city
ere. You watch the same river
which he so often watched so hope-
fully when the Kentucky beats came
into view and you ean fancy the
despair that was in his heart when
he saw them drift on by, the voy-
agers hailing him so friendly but
passing up him and his dream city
for one of the two others Tarther
down the stream, Now and again
a fleet would make harbo: for a
chat with the Columbians and an
exchange of news, only to shove oI
again for the less flood-periled
hamlets, Oh yes, they had heard
about the floods which had blasted
the future of Columbia as a city.
News in the backwoods traveled fast
and Maj. Stites was 'eft on his
shorelana lamenting his fate S A
city-builder.
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4 innati’s roll of honor there are many names
: P\?Sttg?c’l'he pages of the city’s history teem with the
records of many men and women who strove so he?'.
2 jcally to make Cincinnati the city it is today. This
writer, scanning them all and taking account of what they dld.t
invariably visualizes Maj. Benjamin Stites as ﬁrst.ar}d foremos
in that galaxy of heroes. But for him the beginning of C:nhcm-
nati as a city might have been delayed scores of years—perhaps
never begun at all. Who knows?, Who can even venture an
opinion? B . 3
the installment published in last onday’s Times-Star
you t::}r:ak leave of the gaﬂant Maj. Stites, standing on his lonely
shoreland, mourning his sad fate as a city-huilder. Home-seekers
float by on the bosom of the rolling Ohio River. They will have
none of Columbia, the hamlet so easily engulfed by floods. Even
from afar they know that forlorn figure who waves his hand to
them. They return the greeting and they go on downriver. And
another night of pitch-dark blackness falls upon the river even

as it has fallen upon the hopes of Maj. Stites.

Lack of new settlers made Colum-
bia’'s situation not only hopeless as
the beginning of a greai city, but it
thrust the few families there into
deadly peril of being annihilated by
any large force of Indians who
might determine to swoop down
from the hills and destroy these
invaders of their ancestral corn
lands in Turkey Bottoms. Even
through the bright hours of daylight
the tiny colony of Columbians kept
apprehensive watch, although the
usual hour for such murderous raids
was just before the dawn. f.[‘he vil-
lage was in a large clearing, but
frowning upon it was the deep and
unknown Ohio wilderness. Directly
across the Ohio River was the dread-
ful “dark and bloody ground” called
Kentucky and infested by Indi_ans.
Near by was the Little Miami River,
upon whose waters an army of hos-
tiles could, if they pleased, arrive
suddenly in their canoes. It was no
pretty situation in which Maj. Stites
and his family and his pioneer com-
rades and their families found them-
selves. Some, as the months rolled
by and the other two settlements
were observed to be growing, con-
sidered the advisability of moving
and. in some instances, did abandon
their Columbian huts and lands, all
of which left Maj. Stites sore at
heart. Yet he and many others were
steadfast and held on. And to the

very last.

died Jan. 29, 1794. In the American
Revolution he suffered 11 months’
hard imprisonment in New York
under British tyranny for declaring
himself a friend to the rights of
man.” That grave stone alone would
determine the great age of the
cemetery. :

A recent visit made to it by this
writer found it completely hidden by
a jungle impossible to penetrate.
Unlike the Baptist cemetery, which
is cared for by the city, the other
one apparently has been utterly for-
gotten. On the edges of the jungle
there are evidences of hobo camps,
the wayfarers heing absolutely ig-
norant, as they settle down to slum-
ber, of the companions who sleep
so near to them. So heavy is the
growth of brush the grave stones
can not be seen even by the sharp-
|est eyes. The cemetery lies at a
level below that of the rallroad
right-of-way.

One may meander, these autumn
days, through the ancient Colum-
bian section and find much of it still
as primitive in appearance as when
they tilled its acres, hunted among
its trees or fished in the near-by
Ohio or Little Miaml Rivers. If you
will stroll riverward down Davis
Lane from the Baptist cemetery of
the pioneers you will find your feet
on a rural thoroughfare called
Turkey Bottom Road. Follow it to
the Ohio River and somehow you
will sense it as Cincinnati’s first
street. It may have been, but do
not make any bets one way or the
other. Yet it could be the very path
iwhich the Stites expedition cut
through the underbrush on the his-
toric Tuesday of November 18, 1788,
‘for it is direct from the river to the
|point where they began the settle-
|ment, and your early pioneers were
'in the habit of cutting directly
| through when they blazed paths for
themselves. Well, as you walk down
| Turkey Bottom Road you are
‘charmed by itz sylvan beauty. At
its end you observe that it banks
steeply down to the Ohio River.

But let us turn again from that]
river and go back to the winter of
1788 and the huddle of rude huts
that was called Columbia. The
wintry days pass, to be succeeded
by the terrorizing nights. Food is
scarce. But in a little more than a
month after Columbia has been
begun, joyous tidings are borne from
a point about five miles down the
river. The promised settlement has
been started there! It means much
to the Stites colony. It means an
added force of defense against the
Indians, a brother-community close
by in “the Miami Slaughterhouse”.
The great day has been recorded as
that of December 29, 1788, and the
new hamlet was to be called Losanti-
ville, later Cincinnati, Little did Maj.
Stites and his colonists dream then
that the newcomer would grow to be
what it is today; that Columbia it~
self was doomed by circumstances
never to grow to any important ex-
tent, but, in the years to come, to be
swallowed as a small suburban tract

by the great city of Cincinnati.

.
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Confronted by a future which
seemed more likely to decrease the
number of inhabitants rather than
increase them and with the peril
of an Indian onslaught always pres-
ent one wonders in these days why
they stayed there at all and especial- |
ly after a safer seftlement guarded |
by a garrison of soldiers was but
five miles down the Ttiver from
them, your present downtown Cin- |
cinnati’s parent hamlet, The Colum-
bians just wouldn’t give in, that's
all. It wasn't in them to turn tail
and fly from anything! Yet their
nights for innumerable nights must

3 pany te ng. especiallv be-

exhaustion when they lay down at

night in their rude pallets, often

the mere cabin floor itself. They

were hard workers, for they had to

be to live at all. Sentries were on

guard, taking turn and turn about
s dav

vigil through the long nights wel-
comed the moonrise as a special
blessing from God. They were then
in a more advantageous position to
observe, in time, anything that
might creep out of the wilderness or
up from the river shore and be thus
prepared to sound the alarm and
prepare for the desperate fight.

You have perceived the look of
dread which comes into the coun-
tenances of persons who, hearing the
voice of the owl at night, regard it
as an omen of evil fortune? Of
course, you try to take them out of
such a superstitious belief by ex-
plaining that the owl's mournful
call in the night is no more a por-
tent of evil than the song of the
nightingale. But you could not have
convinced any of your pioneer fore- |
fathers or foremothers that the owl's
¢all was innocent of evil. They had
dreadful reasons for regarding the
owl's hooting as a portent of dis-
aster. Indian warriors stealing upon
settlements in the pioneer days ex-
changed signals by means of amaz-
ingly perfeet imitations of the owl.
And there was no listener in the
night who could tell the real from
the spurious, so accomplished were
the Indians in this form of mimicry.
Small wonder that even in this day,
or rather at night, there are many
who shiver with apprehension in
their beds when they hear an owl
calling to its mate or, as it may be,
amusing itself with what it thinks
is music. But long gone are the
Indians and long silent their owl-
calls, and there is no reason any
more to be bothered by such noc-
turnal sounds.

LONG gone are the first Colum-
bians, many of them at rest in
the old Baptist graveyard, and per-
haps in another which is but a
stone's throw from the Baptist. It
also is alongside the Pennsylvania
railroad tracks a few hundred feet
west of the Baptist. It has not been
mentioned thus far in these chron-
icles, but the writer recalls having
visited it years ago and seeing among
the grave stones one that was ex-
ceptionally time-worn, marking the
grave of a Revolutionary War vet-
eran, So worn was the lettering by
time and rain that all that could

No! Just as you Cincinnatians re-
gard the village of Glendale, for in-
stance, as a town that never, never
can hope to grow great enough to

ope to be anything but an outpost
of Columbia. And so they were jubi-
lant over the establishment of the
first cabin on the Ohio's shore op-
posite the Licking River, They were
generous, too. Out of their own
scant supplies they sent food down

pitable to the point of self-depriva-
tion in their entertainment of
strangers or newcome seftlers.

Long after the usual bedtime hour,
which was soon after dusk, the
Columbians sat up to a late hour in
the flickering light of log fires burn-
ing in their huts while they toasted
their shins and discussed the day’s
big event, the settlement at last of
new and valued neighbors. House-
holders went gleefully from hut to
hut to exchange comments on the
happy news. Yes! Everything looked
pretty rosy now. With two towns
started, and so close together, new
settlers would be attracted and both
towns would share in them, Of
course, Columbia would be the more ||
atfractive. For down there opposite
the Licking it was all thick forest
land. Almost to the river’s brink!
And up here a lordly tract of cleared
land, Fertile Turkey Bottoms itself!
The Columbians were not worried
about the future,

In the next installment we shall
have a look at that new settlement
opposite the Licking. It had a bleak
beginning.

Loc:k for the Next Installment of
This Fascin,ating History in the
Times-Star, Monda y, October 17

be read was “—rmanus Taulman, 64,




ARTICLE 6

By LEW HECK
= N THIS, the autumn of 1938 and its observance of Cin-

appreciation they never knew
river frontage,
visualize that early
1788 without pity
tlers?
in order to begin a city.

scene, that

the scene of Cincinnati’s infancy.

Their voyage to

cinnati’s one hundred and fiftieth anniversary, there is
2 newer and livelier interest in that river front called

; The Public Landing. Many, during the past few weeks,
have taken time out from their luncheon hours to view with an

historic swath of
And who can
bitterly-cold December day in

before, that

for those who landed there as the first set-
One thinks of the hardships they accepted and endured
the desolate shore op-

posite the Licking River was, indeed, a frightful experience. They
had floated down from Maysville, then called Limestone, Ky.,

in their Arks, as such
tucky boats as they were dubbed

at the time they took to it to come
to this shore, was choked with float-
ing ice. In a blood-freezing wind
they fought the ice which fought
back, as it were, with its teeth seek-
ing to crush and sink the oak-
planked craft with their hackwoods
caulking made of anything and
everything that could be expected|
to withstand the water.

So perilous was the voyage of
some 69 miles and at a speed com-
mensurate with the leisurely cur-
rent of the river itself, that they re-
garded with feelings of relief the
dismal shore swepl by the wintry
wind, its wackground of trees,
sullen and chilled in their wintry
nakedness. The December wind it-
self seemed to sing a requiem in
that leafless forest rather than a
welcome as they landed, stifi-legged
and benumbed by the cold.

And this desolate place was to be
their new home!

With their
hove-to in an inlet, later called
Yeatman's Cove. Today it is cov-
ered by paving, part of the Public

Landing at the foot of Sycamore:

street,

Some of them ran limping up and
down the shore's edge to restore
blood circulation. Others hastened
to the edge of the forest to procure
firewood. They had not even the
Juxury of matches, then. Sparks
struck from steel and flint were
thelr only means of fire-lighting.
All gathered around that fire,

Th: day was either Dec. 28 or 29,
1788. Historians differ. The settlers
themselves seem to have been in-
different entirely, for they made no
exact record of the day

boats were called on other rivers, or Ken-

on the Ohio River. That river,

cover today in a litfle more than
an hour, or an airplane will fly over
in the time you require to eal your
luncheon.
. =
WARMING themselves briefly at
their fire, they proceeded to
build a house of logs hewn from the
trees of the forest, with the planks
ripped from their boats for other
parts of the structure. It was
strictly a sfag clubhouse for the
time being. No women were among
your first settlers at Yeatman’s
Cove, although in Maj. Stites’s set-
{lement at Columbia during the pre-
vious month, the wives and children
of many of the colonists had ac-
‘i:ompamed them.
The first house, or rather hovel,
so primitively and hastily was it
built, was on Front street, a little
east of Main street, but not on the
present-day building line, according

clumsy boats they! s istorians’ location of it. It was
It could
have heen on the very site of the |

a bit nearer the river.

City Wharfmaster's shanty office
that you can see today if you visit
the Public Landing. This is a very
comical structure, bulwarked to keep
the floods from washing it away and

you will marvel at its pretentious

front porch. There is a picture in
existence of what purports 1o be
Cincinnati's or Losantiville's first
house and from that ancient like-
ness a log cabin office could be built
today for the City Wharfmaster, a
structure at once officially useful as
well as interesting to students of
Cincinnati history.

There is a legend to the effect that

of settle-| the first loghouse built by the set-

ment, That they had embarked at| tlers became the first city hall; that
Limestone on December 24 is welllin it the first city fathers met to

known. Therefore they required|discuss local government.

Later, it

four or five days to make the voy- appears, they favored meeting in a
tavern.

age of 60 miles, which & train will

Also there is a mersistent

belfef that 1t was not the first
dwelling constructed as such within
the confines of Cincinnati.
sald that a younger son of the Duke
of Argylle of Scotland had left his
family castle many years before to
be an adventurer in this section;
that he built a hut near the mouth
of Mill Creek, lived alone in it,
traded with the Indians, was greatly
loved and respected by them and
that he headed for the farther West
when he heard of the settlements
between the Miami Rivers. And
there may have been other huts
before 1788 in this section, each of
them occupied by traders who man-
aged to get along very well with the
savages. Limestone then was a
center of traders’ wares and the ad-
venturers who pursued that business
frequently were a mysterious lot
who said little and from Limestone
went far into the wilderness with
their goods. Not being colonizers,
in fact thriving best in sections
where there were no colonies, the
traders apparently were regarded by
the Indians as useful friends.
- L] -




THE MEN who floated their boats
into Yeatman's <Cove were
rather careless about handing their
names down to posterity as the first
settlers. The company is thought
to have been a large one and in 1819
a directory printed in Cincinnati
listed whnat purported to be the
names of all the men as follows:

James Carpenter, William McMil-
lan, John Vance, Robert Caldwell,
Sylvester 'White, Sam Mooney,
Henry Lindray, Joseph Thorton,
Noah Badggley, Thaddeus Bruen,
Daniel Shoemaker, Ephriam Kirby,
Thomas Gizzel, William Connel, Joel

Williams, Samuel Blackburn, John
Porter. Fran. Hardesty, Matthew
Fowler and Evan Shelby. Certainly
there must have been others whose
names escaped the historian of 31
years later and certainly Israel Lud-
lJow and Col. Robert Patterson, co-
owners with Mathias Denman, were
in the party. But they are not
mentioned. As to Mathias Denman,
he was interested in the venture
merely as a land speculator and
prospective ferry boat owner and
not as a home seeker. Denman Was
.the finanecial supporter of the enter-
prise. He had put up the cash
amounting to about $500. For this
money Judge John Cleves Symmes
sold him 740 acres and his holdings
according to the boundaries of the
present time lay between the Ohio
River on the south, Broadway on
the east, Central Avenue on the
west and Liberty Street on the
north, Originally his company of
landowners here consisted of him-
self, Col. Patterson and John Filson.
Each owned a third of the land and
| the set-up was this:

Denman provided all the cash.
Col. Patterson, noted XKentucky In-
dian fighter who was scarcely sec-
ond to Daniel Boone and Simon
Kenton in that respect, was to at-
tract settlers from Kentucky as well
as serve as commander in any bat-
tles with the Indians. John Filson
was, like Col, Patterson, of Lex-
ington, Ky., where he was a school-
master and writer, For his share
in the lands he was to survey them,
lay out lots, streets, efc. But Filson
was fated to disappear before the
settlers landed and his share Was
oot ol O g o dlow, also an

this day. W ' O CA
ation mear North Bend with Judge
Symmes and others he vanished,

|probably having been seized by the
Indians and murdered, a fate he al-

ways feared.
- - -

UT, BEFORE Filson came to his

mysterious end he had given
the new settlement a name—Lo-
santiville! It was just the sort of
name a pedantic man would foist
upon a town. Denman and Col.
Patterson doubtless accepted it with
great respect, not to say awe, for
they were not bookish men but real-
ists of the first order and men of
action, therefore reverent in the
presence of a schoolmaster. Out of
his knowledge of Latin, Greek and
French Filson had grandly com-
pounded the name either not know-
ing or not being concerned over the
fact that in coining it he had put
‘“the cart before the horse" as the
saying is. Although he translated
Losantiville as “the town opposite
the mouth” (of the Licking) literally
it Tuns as “the mouth opposite the
town”., However, as the original
name of your Cincinnati it endured
but a little more than a year, being
abolished early in January, 1790, by
Gen. Arthur St. Clair in favor of

il o ke nnat 1

nam

tempt of the name lmant.lvﬂlei
when he came here, He lost no time
in banishing it, Cincinnatl was
therefore named in honor of a fa-
mous society of Revolutionary War
officers in which Gen. St. Clair held
membership. And so, today, but for
the action of the determined Scot,
your newspaper would have been
the Losantiville Times-Star—think
of that! And your University, why
it would have been the University
of Losantiville, & name for the pro-

fessors to pull apert and examine
with wonder.

Next Monday, in this series, we
shall see how the first setilers got
along.




By LEW HECK

AISTORY does not record when and how the first Negro
i came to the village of Cincinnati. Little account was
taken of him then: But he was here early. He was here

: even before that February day when the Emancipator,
the man who was destined to strike the shackles of slavery
from the wrists and ankles of the Negro race in America,
was born in a cabin of logs at Hodgenville, Ky., 150 miles
down the Ohio River. The Negro was alreddy in Cincin-
nati when the infant, Abraham Lincoln, uttered his first feeble
cry .in that cold cabin and his mother seized every poor
rag that was at hand to shield the little body from the bitter
wind that filtered through every crevice in the ill-made one-room
hut of loosely-laid logs.

How liftle she knew or could even dream that the wailing
infant she held so close to her own shivering body, to impart to
the little one the warmth of herself, would rise to a height in the
whole world’s love and respect attained by no other American
before or since. I

Who is there today, be he white or black, who can stand and
see that cabin and not be moved to tears?

One thinks of that wintry February day and of the careless
and shiftless backwoods father who was Tom Lincoln and of the
mother who was Nancy Lincoln, an angel on earth who was so
soon to join God’s angels in Heaven. One muses over the boy’s
life of poverty and sorrow and one recalls his young manhood

and his epochal voyage in a merchandiser's flatboat down the

Ohio River to the South where he saw, through tear-dimmed eyes,
the agonies of an enslaved people. What he saw he never forgot
and thus he became the Emancipator years later.

No account has been left by his~
torians of the Negro's advent imol
Cincinnati. He may have been a
freedman for there were many then
in the North. If so, he asked only
the opportunity to sell his labor for
whatever would be given. He may
have been a shrinking, frightened,
escaped slave who, making his way
from a slave-state in the South,
braving the perils of the wilderness,
sought a haven in the village of
Cincinnati. How frequently he
must have looked, with affrighted
eyes, across the Ohio River where,
from the other shore, a pursuer
might at any moment come in
search of him! Cinecinnati was even
then the acknowledged gateway to
the South, and it was a gate that
opened in either direction,

That the Negro early had sought
sanctuary and a meagre living in
Cincinnati is shown in a survey
which was made in 1829. In that
vear it was found that there were
2,258 Negroes here.

In his “Cincinnatl, the Queen
City”, the Rev. Charles Frederick
Goss, discussing the disputes which
arose between the abolitionists and
the pro-slavery advocates at that
time, wrote that “slaves were for-
ever escaping into it (Cincinnati)
for refuge and free blacks found it
a convenient place to make their
homes ., . , from the first settlement
of the city there had always been
a few who were ready to harbor and
to -assist the miserable creatures
who appealed for help to escape the
degradations of slavery and their

~numbers steadily increased”.

CIE 9 | T e

. system. That debate continued for

~— Many Cincinnatians by birth,

marriage or by natural inclination
sympathized with the South and its
slave-owners but there were just as
many who were against the system
of slavery. As they debated here
and there coolly and good-temper-
edly in the parlors of residences or
the taverns, each seeking to convert
the other to his views, the question
spread to other elements, mob spirit
flamed and the targets of wrath
became the poor and defenseless
Negroes themselves. Mob leaders
and members gathered and or-
ganized not in Cineinnati, as a rule,
but across the river and frequently
the leaders were mere boys, putting
contemplated action to the vote and
then giving orders. Mobsters also
were made up of transient boatmen
plying between here and the South-
Jand, In the main Cincinnati it-
self regarded these wprisings in its
streets with disgust. Even the
quietude of Lane Seminary, in-
fluential college of theology with a
student body of both Northerners
and Southerners, became em-
broiled. The famous Seminary had
been established in 1829 and almost
immediately became a vital in-
fluence in the city’s life and
thought. Its great professors,
Beecher and Stowe, strong aboli-
tionists, organized a debate among
the seminarians to thresh out the
problems presented by the slavery

18 consecutive nights and awakened
an anti-slavery sentiment in the
city so strong that Sunday schools
and day schools for Negro children
were established as a result. But|
it aroused dissension in the semi- |
nary and the question became S0
heated that, during the temporary
absence of Beecher and Stowe, the
trustees of Lane met and voted to
suppress all further discussions of
the matter lest the seminary itself
be destroyed as an institution of
theological learning. As a result of
this action and other incidents
along the same line 51 students left
Lane in a body. Complete peace
and a final settlement of the ques-
tion were not destined to come fto
Cincinnati until the child who was
born Abraham Lincoln grew to
manhood and became the President
of the United States and the|
Emancipator of a down-trodden |
race,

- L] L]

AT THIS time of the year, with|
dead and dying leaves under-
foot, rustling at every stride of the
woodland-roaming pedestrian, one |
may recall the harrowing experience]
of Jacob Wetzel in the autumn of]
1780, or about 148 years ago. Wet-i
zel was an early Cincinnatian,
famous for his courage, his combats
against the Indians, his ability as
a sharpshooter and hunter, and his
prodigious strength. Upon an Oc-
tober day this fearless pioneer had
gone, as was his custom, alone info
the wilderness to hunt. His enter-
prise was an unusually successful
one that day. He had brought
down so much game with his uner-
ring rifle that there was too much,

<
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of it for even so stout a fellow as |

he was to carry. He determined to
go back to Cincinnati and obtain a
horse. Now as he strode homeward
with his dog he came to a spot
about 400 yards below where Front
and Fifth Streets now join in the
west end of the city. A small stream
at that time flowed into the Ohio
River dividing the forest, a dense
one well-populated with game and
thickly grown with maple and
beech trees and a heavy under-
growth of spice-wood and grape
vines, Wetzel was weary and
seated himself upon a fallen tree
for a brief rest and the dog lay
down at his feet for a nap,

Their repose was startlingly in-
terrupted. There was the sound of
the rustling of autumn leaves which
50 bounteously carpeted the forest.
The ftrained ears of both dog and
man knew them to be stealthy foot-
falls, either of Indian or wild beast.
The dog growled but instantly sub-
sided at the touch of Wetzel's hand
upon his head and at Wetzel's whis-
pered command to him to be silent.
Quietly, his rifle cocked and ready;
Wetzel hid behind a tree, his dog
close at his side, and both watching
and waiting for whatever was to
come. At last they caught sight of
a gigantic Indian, peering from be-
hind a huge oak tree. The Indian,
moving  as silently as possible
through the leaves and unaware of
the presence of Wetzel, had heard
the growl of the dog, low as it was,
and immediately prepared for the
fight. The dog, seeing the Indian,
forgot his training and began to
bark. This apprised the redskin of
the whereabouts of Wetzel. The
fight began. Both rifles cracked at
once. The Indian’s rifle fell to the
ground, the bullef from Wetzel's
having shattered the elbow bone of
his leff arm. Wetzel, who had not
been fouched by the Indian’s shot,
now dropped his own unloaded gun
and, drawing his hunting knife,
leaped into the clear and toward
the savage. Meanwhile, with his
right hand the Indian drew his own
knife and with a Tong, s rinping
stride through the leaves, advanced
to meet his antagonist. Wetzel
struck at the Indian with his blade
in an effort to bury it in his heart,
but with the greatest of skill, or like
any swordsman of France, the red-
skin parried the thrust with his |
own knife. However, the shock of |

_ collision between the two men was |
50 great that Wetzel's knife was
hurled from his hand some 30 feet
distant. Disarmed, but undaunted, |
Wetzel resorted to another form of
battle in which the backwoodsmen
of his time were experts. It was|
wrestling. Keeping clear of the In-
dian's repeated knife-thrusts and
circling him in an effort to rush in
and get a wrestler's hold on the
Indian’s body, he was at last sue-
cessful in this. He got hold of him |
and also managed to pinion his
knife-arm but, to the dismay of
Wetzel, the savage proved to be a
man of herculean strength as well

| a5 a proficient wrestler,

As the two were locked together,
each straiming himself desperately
to gain the mastery and the Indian
slowly drawing his arm out of Wet-
zel's cluteh, their ankles became in-
terlocked and both fell, still in em-
brace, te the ground, the India.nl
uppermost. The Indian managed to |
free his arm and was making an
effort to push the knife into Wet-
zel's body when the laiter by a.
sudden twist turned his antagonist
over upon his right side, thus im-
prisoning his arm again. At this
juncture the Indian, disg.ppoint,e,d
and enraged by the white man’s
maneuvre, gave an appalling yell,
exerted his strength to the utmost
and again had Wetzel on his back.
Having his enemy beneath him
again the Indian felt that the day
and the victory were his at last
and with an exultant scream he
prepared to deal the fatal blow.
Helpless, Wetzel closed his eyes and
awaited death. But neither of the

fighters had reckoned with Wet-
zel’s dog. Up to this time the dog

had taken no part in the conflict
but now, excited no doubt by the
redskin’s scream of exulfation, he
leaped into action, gripped the In-
dian's throat in his teeth, and in
his agony the savage dropped hist.
knife. Meanwhile Wetzel was no
idle. Taking advantage of this new
turn of affairs, he squirmed luosg.
gained possession of the Indian’s
knife and plunged it into his hear%
‘Wetzel later learned that he hal.f
slain one of the principal chiefs :d
the Indians, one who Wwas renown
for his skill and courage In Wwar-
fare.
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By LEW HECK

FEW OF THE INDIAN CHIEFS who were the lords of the
wilderness hefore and after the settlements on these Miami
fands were friendly fellows. Not all the Indians were “as black
as they were. painted”, to use an old saying. Some were not
only personally acquainted with the white settlers through treaty
meetings, but were in many respects rather tolerant of their being |
here. But notalwayscoulda chief hold back the tribesmen upder|
him, nor were there punitive laws at-his behest for the discipline
of excited braves. The chief counselled and exhorted at teibal
fires and frequently his eloquence won for him on questions in
which he believed “discretion is the better part of valof's
in such instances, if he was overruled, he proceeded to lead [and
command whatever enterprise was to the fore. And it'is 10 be
suspected that the wisdom and eloquence of many & hief
prevented outrages that otherwise would have been unde !
Of course, many of these preventions were in the line of policy
rather than humanity, although it is known that othess were in
the spirit of friendship for “the white brothers”. Ingratitude was
not one of the sins of the Indian and a memory of kindness shown
by one or more pioneer families to an Indian chief more fhan
|once saved the hamlet wherein they lived from heing attacked.
Indeed, in such instances at the council fire, his eloquence could:
swell to a high tide of power for what he said was from his heart.
And the Indians, you may well believe, were marvellous listeners
as well as members of a race which loved the music of oratory.
Even the vicious element so numerous in the tjibes could be
melted to whatever approximated tenderness in the Indian breast

by the magic of the orator’s voice and argument.
| ————e =

White Eyes, as he was called b3
the settlers, or Mesass, a8 he was.
named by his people, Was well
known hereabouts when your city
of Cincinnati was at ifs beginning.
White Eyes was a chief of the Wy-
andots and personally known to the
pioneers, even though he usually’
“kept, his distance” from them. Fact
is it was not until the hamlet had
gotien to & fairly good start t.hpt.'
White Eyes succumbed to a lure
that had always drawn him, and
that was to be better acquainted
with the palefaces, He was intense-
ly curious about their manner of
living and about their former Ways
of existence before they came here.
Af last the Wyandot chief ventured
in and it was then he recounted,
with laughter, in a conversation
wég . Strong, wife of Col.
sfrong, an army officer, that fre-
guently he had spied upon the
movements in Ft. Washington from
its very beginning. It was the cus-
tom of White Eyes, the curiosity-
smitten chief, to make his way to
the forested hill which now is Mt.
Adams. There, on the brow of the
hill, he climbed into a tall oak tree
where hour after hour he sat un-
seen and unsuspected and viewed
the soldiers at their drill or at work
in the artificers' yard.

The Strongs were a kindly couple
and they numbered among their
friends several Indian -chiefs of
whom White Eyes was one. [
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It is recorded that of all the In- |
giean chiefs ranging the ferritory
: tween the Miamis in those early
;ﬁ. the most celebrated according

pioneer estimate, was Little
Turu:. He was regarded as the
owisea of all of them. Among his
wn people he was called Me-che-
cun-na-qua and he had acquired
:gucstlon in a Jesuit school in Can-
hisa h}vl;lere he became notable for
i gh mental gifts and common
; e. As a military commander
ater, he had no equal among thé
Indian chiefs. Yet this great son
gﬁ the outdoors and the forest and

e partaker of its primitive fare
was doomed to die of an ailment
which is regarded as an affliction
of those who live too luxuriously
Little Turtle breathed his last on
July }4, 1812, at Ft. Wayne, Ind
a.-\éictlm of the gout! A i

Considering Little Turtle’s |
sn:;nious death according to nigi?:;:
mn;iards. one wonders if the great
;:n e: did not adopt too lavishly, the
2 us of his white brothers to come

0 sgch an end. And in that con-
gt;cuon one thinks of the celebrated
: d l_v[an Parr, of England, who

ived in the best of health Ior' more
than 150 years on the milk and
other simple fare his farmland pro- |
vided only to die soon after he
reached London where he was wined |
:Ian;lnginei:! overmuch by King Charles
X the lords and ladies of his

NOT ALL of the Indians, b I
, by any
sort-{:}neans. were of “the f{riendly
Tecumseh, a chief of the Sh
?naies, a great Indian but ngrsa
t:ri?t%w ofie to the whites in this
ot rl_alr began his fighting career
show of abject cowardice but
came to be known as one of the
most daring of war chiefs. As a
youth of 20 he had his first taste
?{fe battle, an engagement against
o éltt'jfky troops. He fled the field
N at appeared fo be the end of
m so far as the Indians were con-
tt:gmed. Like the Chinese, of whom
ey may be descendants, the red-
skins had a horror of “losing face”
or reputation as it is. And so, if
'l%e had been but an ordinary fellow.
recumseh would have been ﬂnmhed'
or retreating before the command
to do so had been given. But, as
his deeds proved afterward, he was
zn extraordinary redskin, so extraor-
inary indeed that a Canadian his-
torian gives to Tecumseh the credit
%rr ltﬁvmg saved Canada for the
s . Tecumseh commanded the
an allies of the British in the
War of 1812 and rose to the rank
of brigagler-general in the King of
England's army, so mighty was he
as a commander. During the des-
perate batfel of the Thames, Oct
5, 1813, Tecumseh was killed. And
before he launched into the fight he
gredicted that his life would end in
i Yet cheerily, at the head of his
roops, he sprang into it that day.
Previously Tecumseh devised a
scheme bv which he hoped to be-




come supreme ¥
ating the tribes
the whites, 'eve
child of them.
brother, a cheif o
or, as he is
Prophet, traveled
Lakes to the Gulf
to form tribes int
federacy to carry
‘hition,

Gen. Willlam . Harrison,
then Governor of s territory, was
cognizant of Tecupmseh's plan and
warned him to de cumseh

appeared o be imgressed by the
Governor’s warning &yd gave prom-
ises bub soon resumed his plot. The
War of 1812 and his @ppartunity to
serve his British friends ended the
plan as well as Tecumsen’s life.
Red Jacket, a Seneca thief of the
Wolf fribe, is remembersd as one
whose hatred of the white people
was intensely bitter. His Indian
name was Sagoyewatha, the title of
Red Jacket having been bests
upon him after a Britls
ficer had presented
| embroidered red jacket 8
i for his fleetness of foot. ] for
the settlers in the Norfhwest Terri-
tory Red Jacket was an arrant
coward. Hating the whites so fa-
1'1sa.tic:n.l_l_§t yet he had a coward's
heart.."\ this distance of time one
might wonder why a fellow like Red
Jacket could hold a chieftainsHip in
a race which demanded courage in
its lords—or else. The secrat of
Red Jacket's hold on his people was
his power of oratory and his ap-
pearance. He is said to have bden
the champion of champions in In-
dian eloquence—that he could sway
his listeners like reeds in the wind.
He egged them on to do what he
himself never would dare to do,
Coupled with his voice and his pow-
er of expression was his appear-
ance. That, too, held the Indians
in thrall. He was a majestic fellow,
with fine eyes and a tall body.
There was dignity In his every
movement and gesture. Everything
but the heart of a warrior. The In-
dians knew about that latter fail-
ing but considering the oratory of
the man and the majesty of his
presence they probably felt that one
can not have everything and so
were content to keep him. as chief,
if only to listen and look when he
was on the rostrum. Red Jacket
also had an undying hatred for
Christians, especially missionaries.
Yet he performed or service for
the Americans which was due, per-
haps, to a memory of a kindness ac-
corded him by George Washington.
In 1792, when the U. 8. and the
Indians, who were called the Six
Nations, concluded a peace treaty,
Washington gave Red Jacket, the
orator, a solid silver medal, seven
inches long and five inches wide.
And if was in 1810 that Red Jacket,
perhaps with a grateful thought
about that medal, not only provided
the first information of the plot of
Tecumseh and The Prophet but in
the War of 1812 he managed, by his
oratory no doubt, to keep the
Senecas on the side of the Ameri-
cans. Thus, as will be noted there
Was some good even in a bad Indian.
Red Jacket died a mental imbecile
‘and & confirmed drunkard, He is
called “The Last of the Senecas”.

Togan, otherwise Tahgahjute,
::hietg of the Cayugas, who lived and
died before Cincinnati was settled,
had maintained a cordial friendship
for the whites over a long period.
He became very popular with them.
Then came tragedy. His family was
massacred and, in revenge, he took
to the war path, committing fear-
some atrocities. During the several
months that Logan led attacks on
white settlers he took thirty scalps,
denoting that he had Personally
slain that many. Logan's oration
delivered on the subject of the
deaths of his family is regarded as
one of the greatest and most mov-
ing examples to be found in Indian
eloguence. He finally was among
the Indians who were living near
Lake Erie, and he had faken to hard
drinking. While on one of these
sprees he struck his wife. Believ-
ing he had killed her, he fled.
Friends pursued him with the in-
tention of restoring hlr_n to his vdl{e
who was not dead. Mistaking t.l:leu;
intentions, he opened a fight agains

them and was slain in self-defense
by his nephew.




Early Se;tler_ Of New_town
Spends Time Collecting
Papers Of Revolutionary Era

Celebrating his 85th birthday rdeath, the strain, too, will die.
last Thursday, Robert Worth| The Turpin home at 135 Church
Turpin, last of his.line, continued  street, was the property of the
as he has been doing during the | present occupants father before
past years, of collecting family him. The original Turpin home-
papers dating far back to pre- stead still stands on Batavia pike,
revolutionary Virginia. Because although it is now unoccupied.
of his age and the condition of The Turpin family  history
his health, Newfown residents traces back to Yorkshire, England
planned no special observance of That was the home of Dick Tur-
the day but friends called to pay |I pin, too, although whether there
their respets and to look oncelis any family connection to the
again at old records of the fam- notorious highwayman, is not
ily at the Turpin homestead, 135|clear. Moving to Virginia is pre-
Church street. | Revolutionary times, the first Tur-

Last of the line of pioneers who pin claims kinship to president
moved westward with the early | Thomas Jefferson through the
colonists to develop this territory, marriage of Mary Jefferson, sister
he possesses among other valued of the famous leader, to Thomas
papers, the deed by which the Turpin, grandfather of Phillip
family's pioneer obtained title to Turpin, Jr., who came west in
his first 1,000 acres of property| 1799.
between Newtown and the Union, .Turpin had bought the grant
Levee, including what is now Sig- of a Revolutionary general, ob-
nal Hill. |tained through his services to the

His is the distinction of being, young republic, at a price figured
the last male survivor of a family | at roughly 50 cents an acre, and
which came to Cincinnati and vi-|treked westward to develop it.
‘cinity in 1809, soon after Cincin-! Phillip Turpin, Jr., had two
nati itself was born. With his| (Continued on Page 8)

Early Settler Spends Time

Collecting Papers Of

Revolutionary Era
(Continued from Page 1)

sons, Edward Johnson Turpin and
Ebenezer Turpin, who shared the
property at his death. The line
which followed Ebenezer Turpin
gradually died out, and much of
the property held by that branch
has passed into other hands.
But Edward Johnson Turpin
was the father of five daughters
and two sons, Robert Worth Tur-
pin and Edward Johnson, Jr. The
latter died in 1931, leaving three
daughters, and leaving his broth-
er as the last of his line. for Rob-
ert Worth Turpin's two children




Old Millstone

Is Unearthed

At Airport

Might Have Been Part of
First Grist Mill,

N OLD milistone, believed fo
have been a part of the first

grist mill to be erected in pioneer

| Cineinnati, has been unearthed at
Lunken Alirport, City Manager C.
0. Sherrill was informed Wednes-
| day.

] John Hodges, 4828 Sheffield Ave-
\nue, whose father owned property
1now included in the airport, thinks
that the millstone is the same one
that, in his boyhood, was used as a
stepping stone to the well, The
story then was that the stone had
been used in a grist mill built about
1790 by Neaiad Coleman and oper-
ated by waterpower supplied by the
Little Miami River,

Information furnished by Hodges
led to the uncovering of the stone.
An unsuccessful search for it was
made last year at the time of the
| Sesqui-Centennial celebfation,

Sherrill suggested that, if reliable
data can be collected, the millstone

or letters might give nddiftr;nal fact.s
about the old mill and the part it
played in early Cincinnati history.

Old Millstone Is Found
By Plowman At Airport;

Prized Historical Relic

that was a part of the first grist
mill built in this area, has been un-
earthed at Lunken Airport, Edgar
Dow Gilman, Utilities Director, said|"
yesterday.

Finding of the millstone resulted
from information supplied by John
Hodges, 4828 Sheffield Avenue,|:
whose father owned property now
occupied by the airport, Gilman
said,

Hodges told city officials that as

a boy he remembered the old mill-
stone was used as a stepping stone
to the well at the home where he
was reared. At the time of the
sesqui-centennial celebration last
ifa!l. Hodge devoted considerable
time to an effort to locate the ald
well by borings, The well was found,
but the millstone apparently had
been moved in the process of grad-
ing for the airport.
] Last week, the millstone was un-
learthed in plowing the area for the
|community gardens. Although in-
|formation regarding the grist mill
is meager, it is believed the mill
was constructed about 1790 by
Nealad Coleman, who utilized the
power in the rapids of the Little
Miami River to grind corn for the
early settlers of the town of Co-
lumbia, situated about one mile
westward, The grist mill was built
on two flat boats tied in position on
the river.

It is hoped that additional infor-
mation can be obtained concerning
the mill. The stone is to be placed
either in the airport administration
building or at some other suitable
spot as historical memento of inter-
est to Cincinnatians, Gilman said.
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PRESIDENT HARRISON TOLD GRANDSON

Letter Written in 1840
After His Election.

OTHER ADVICE

“Be Learned and Good, But
by All Means Good.”

By CHARLES LUDWIG

Which President of the United
States advised his grandson in a
letter—

To be learmed and good, but
by all means, good!

Tn improve his “God-given
talents!”

To correct his “very bad spell-.
ing!™

To “never do a bad act!”

Tn *never teil a falsehood,
even to shield yourself!™

1t was Cincinnati's—and North
Pend's — own President Willlam
Henry Harrison, and the advice was
written in 1840 to his grandson,
Cleves Harrison, then a sfudent: af
Greencastle, Ind.

A photostatic copy of the letter,
together with one written by Presi-
dent Harrison's wife, Anna, daugh-
ter of John Cleves Symmes, founder
of Cincinnati, has just been received
by Mrs. Hallle Stephens Caine of
North Bend.

Mrs., Caine, wife of Charles W.
Caine, Cleves and North Bend busi-
ness man, and sister of the late Con-
gressman A. E. B. Stephens, is an
authority on North Bend and west-
ern Hamiiton County history. She
veceived two letters as a gift from
Cleves Symmes Harrison, Oakland,
Calif., greaf-grandson of the former
President and son of the man o
whom the letfers were written.

Last fall Harrison and his wife
were guests at the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Caine and Mits, Caine assisted
him in tracing parts of the family
history of which he was unfamiliar.

HELPED BUILD TOMB

Mrs. Caine, “who was 78 on
May 13, has labored devosedly to
preserve the history and traditions
of North Bend dating back to its
claim by the French nearly two cen-
turies ago. With her brother she
was a leader in the movement that
resulted in the building of the
peautiful new Harrison Tomb at
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North Bend in 1921, was adviser in
history for the recent sesqui-cen-
tennial celebration at North Bend,
is alding a local writer in preparing
a book on North Bend history and
arranging to write her memoirs,

William ~ Henry Harrison, first
Governor of the Territory of Indi-
ana and hero of the battle with the

Indians at Tippecanoe, wrote the| ™
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Mrs, . W. Ca

ine and part of the photastatic copy of President

w. H. Harrison's letter to his son which she received as a gift from

C. S. Harrison,

grandson in 1840. He had just been
elected President in the exciting
“T,og Cabin and Hard Cider" cam-
paign with iis slogan of 'Tippe-
canioe and Tyler Too! The his-
torie “log cabin" was part of Har-
rison's home at North Bend, long
since destroyed.

About two months after Harrison
wrote the letter he was inaugurated
President—and ~ a month later he
died.

TEXT OF LETTER

The historic letier, now published
at Cincinnati for the first time,
reads:

North Bend.

19th, Dec., 1840.

Master C. 8. Harrison,

Asbury University,

Green Castle (via TIndia napolis,
Ind.)

My dear Grandson:

T received some days ago your
letter of the 30th ultimo. T sup-
pose as you are a Latin scholar
vou know what ultimo means. I
am glad to hear you say that you
are learning very fast, this you
will continue to do if you will only
study hard and by persevering in
ihis way vou will become a learned

man which will give your friend:
great pleasure and be of grea
advantage to yourself, For if von
are o learned man you éan be
great lawyer or a greal doctor o
(if you can get the confidence ©
your fellow citizens) & grea
statesman or a great preache
as I know that your Maker ha
given you great talents to acquir
knowledge. What I have &ai
above is entirely in your own favc
to accomplish. And it will be
great shame as well as & sin
you do not improve the talen
which God has given you, Bi
although learning is. a greaft ac
vantage there is something st
petter, that is to be good. I ha
much rather that you should wa:
learning and be a good man tha
to have all the learning in tt
world and be a bad man. ¥t
must therefore never do a bad ac
Never tell a falsehood, even if
is to shield yourself. If you ¢
anything that is wrong do n
hesitate to confess it at once.
will cease to love you if I he
that you are-in the habit of telli
fibs.

I enclose your five dolla
which is much more than will b
your skeats, What remains ¥

]letter from North Bend {o his |

e ——
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TO CORRECT HIS “VERY BAD SPELLING”

must give to your teacher that he
may give it to you &s you may
want it.

Your letter was written tolerably
well, but the spelling was very bad.
You must endeavor to correct this.
Write to me or to your grand-
mama as sooh as you receive this
iand try to do hetter.

You have two little brothers
here that are very fine boys. The
eldest is called Benjamin and the
other William Henry. When you
write again you must send your
love to them. Little Ben now
sends his love to you. He wants
the log cabin on the top of your
letter. b

Your grandmama and all the
family send their love to you.

Your affectionate grandfather,

W, H. Harrison,

TRIES FOR NAVY
Five years later, on Sept. 22, 1845, |
Presidenf; Harrison's widow, anxious|
io help the same grandson secure an |

ippointment in the Navy, sent this|
etter to him at Vincennes, Inrd.,
rom her home at North Bend:
My Dear Cleves:

I have been waiting for many

| death of Dr.

weeks to see if Mr. Polk would
deign to answer my letter, but I

may now give outf, expecting him |

to condescend to do so. I suppose
yvour name, with your cousin
Svmmeses one, is on the list for
appointments as Mr. Tylor wrote
me he had left them at the Navy
office to be filed whenever any
promotion or vacancy occurred, I
will say, although Mr, Tylor did
many things that he ought not to
have done, he ever treated me and
my family with gentlemanly po-
liteness. I find by the papers that
there is to be a Navy school, sit-
uated at Annapolis in Maryland—
T sincerely hope that Mr. Carnan
has given up the idea of going to
Qregon. I think he could find new
countrys very far short of that.
I suppose you have heard of the
Ritcherson. He is
spoken very highly of in the Ken-
tucky papers. I had not the pleas-
ure of an acquaintance with him.
Your Uncle Taylor and family are
with me and will stay all winter.
Your Aunt Mary Carter has not
heen here for more than a vear. I
hope she, with dear Anna, will

vigit- ns-this fall. - She often asks

the greatest affection for you. She
is a mosf affectionate and amiable
lady. My kindest love to your
| dear Mah, respeect Lo Mr. Carnan
| and your grandpah. I hope my
|dear you are frying your very best
tn improve yourself. Adieu, my
child, and ever believe me, your
affectionate mother. Love.
ANNA HARRISON.

P. 8—I send a trifle for you—
all the family send their affection-
ate love.

BURIED NEAR TOMB

The body of Dr. Benjamin Har-
rison, father of the man who sent
|rhn letters to Mrs. Caine, is buried
lin Congress Green Cemetery, North
:Bm'm, s are also the bodies of his
brothers, William Henry Harrison II
and Carter Bassett Harrison. The
kistoric cemetery is believed by some
to be the oldest preserved burial plot
in the old. Northwest Territory.
There John Cleves Symmes and
pioneets of the related Harrison,
|Eaton, Taylor and Scott famailies
|are ‘buried. Nearby is the tomb of
President. William Henry Harrison.
lwith the remains of his wife and of

‘ after you and always expresses

lseveral members of the Eaton family.
{John Scott Harrison, son of the

first President Harrison and father
of President Benjamin Harrison, is
buried in Spring Grove Cemetery.

These places were visited by Mr.
and Mrs, Cleves: Symmes Harrison
on their recent journey here. They
inspected the 105-year-old Cleves
Preshyterian Church, the site for
which was given by President and
Mrs. Harrison and where their
children were christened.

They admired the mighty, "Presi=
dent's Oak,” centuries old, that
stood on the Harrison property at
North Bend and is now a landmark
on the residence lot of Mr. and Mrs.
Caine. Its broad branches sheltered
two Presidents, Willlam Henry and
Benjamin Harmson The visitors
saw the Harrison spring, a few yards
from the Caine residence, and
viewed the Jokn Scott Harrison
home at Columbia Park. From the
window of the Caine residence theyv
observed the spot where Symmes's
second party ol pioneers landed 150
vears ago. Refturning home to Cali-
fornia they sent in gratitude the
copies of the two lelters to Mrs,
Caine. oAl -
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o voty, distinguished Cincinnati
families who have left their impress
upon Cincinrati lived in the brick
dwelling at 423 East Third street.
1t probably will be of interest to
the reader to know that the flagstafl

| of Ft. Washington stood in the one-

time commodious back yard of this
residence, which was one of the
show places of Cincinnati when built
in the early part of ithe ninetcenth
century.

The house stands on the site of
the “Great Cateway” to the fort,
and stirring pioneer scenes were en-
acted all about it. E. D. Mansfield
was the builder of the house, Boon
companions in all literary, artistic
and civic enterprises, Mansfield and
Dr. Daniel Drake also were neigh-
bors, their homes being within a few
steps of each other in that historic
and romantic section of Cincinnati.

Mansfield was the son of Col.
Jared Mansfield, who was the sur-

ritory. He was born in New Haven,

'yeyor general of the Northwest Ter- |

THE MANSFIELD AND KING HOMESTEAD.

King refused to aecept any public
offices to which emoluments were
attached. He was cne of the organ-
izers of the Committee of One Hun-
dred, a member of the Board of Tax
Commissioners, director of Spring
Grove Cemetery and director of

way Companies.

Conn., on August 17, 1781, and when

the elder Mansfleld came West the

T L T T TR L L L Lt

the Southern and C., H. & D. Rail-

15Two Men of Same Name =

Further investigation has dis-
closed that the Sam Davis whose
monument stands on the capitol
grounds in Nashville, Tenn., was
not the man of the same name
who was tried by a court-martial
in Cincinnati on the ¢harge of
being a spy. The former Davis.
was caught within the Union
lines and executed.

boy was with him. The former es- |
tablished a home at Ludlow's Sta-
tion, which is now Cumminsville,
At the age of 18 young Mansfield
graduated from West Point Military |
Academy as lieutenant of engineers.
His bent was not martial and he
inclined more to liferary pursuits.
As a result he resigned from the
army and entered Princeton, from
which he graduated with excep-
tlonally high honors in 1823. Re-
turning to Cincinnati after studying
law in Litchfield, Qonn., in 1823 he
entered into partnership with Orms=
by M. Mitehell, who was to acquire
fame as founder of the Cincinnati |
Observatory on Mt. Adams and as
a major general in the Union army
during the Civil War. :
“Cineinnati in 1826, a painstak-
ing and accurate history, was pre-
pared by Mansfield and Benjamin |
ﬁ&‘,"; a brother of the great phy—{

His first lferary effort meeting
with success, he forsook the law,
He was successively the editor of
the Cincinnati Chronicle, of the
Chronicle and Atlas, the Cincinnati |
Gazette and the Railroad Record. |

In 1855 his “Memoirs of Daniel
Drake” was publisted and “Per-
sonal Memories” followed. He also
wrote the lives of Gen. Winfield
Scott and of Gen, U. S, Grant, a
history of the Mexican War and
other noted works. In politics Mans-
fleld was a Whig, but he joined the
Republican party when it was
founded. He held but one public |
office in life and that was State
commissioner of statistics, from
1857 to 1867. He received many hon-
orary degrees from institutions of
learning.

Rufus King came to Cincinnati in
1841 after completing his law studied
at Harvard. His first public service
was that of councillman from the
Third Ward. However, he was vitally
interested in the school system of
Cincinnati, and when Woodward
and Hughes High Schools consoli-
dated in 1851, he was elected presi-
dent of the Board of Managers in
1851. He held that position until
his death in 1891, In 1859 he be-
came a director of the University of
Cincinnati and continued on the
board until 1889. In 1871 and 1872
he was president of the board. For
many years he also served on the
Board of Managers of the Public
Library, He became connected with
the faculty of the Cincinnati Law
School in 1875, and served as dean |
and president of ‘the faculty for
S50me years. '

He was active in the organization
of the Cincinnati Law Library and
was on its board. The College of
Music and the Art Museum owed
much to him when in proeess of or-
ganlzation and formation. He also
was a trustee of Kenyon college. Mr.




Approximately the site of Covalt's Station in Terrace Park. On it stands the St. Thomuas Episcopal Church
presented to the community by John Robinson IL., in memory of his wile,

The dangers incurred by the

hardy, fighting seitlers of the Lit-
tle Miaml valley are sel forth In
& fragmentary manner in the in-
triguing but imperfect history of
Covalt's Station, a stockade that is
now émhbraced by ane corner of
the pretty suburb of Terrace Park.

There never was & lonesome day
within the stockade of split timbers
that was erected by the little band
of men and women commanded by
Capt. Abraham Covalt, a native of
New Jersey and a Revolutionary
soldier who fought with Washington.

This doughty pioneer was destined
to lose his life at the hands of ma-
rauding Shawanee Indians. A creek
in the neighborhood of the station
&till bears the name of that tribe, but
i3 abbreviated to Shawnee.

There were depredations by the
savages; an occasional murder of an
unwary: settler; attacks upon boats
that were poled up that pretty
stream by the while men; some se-
vere skirmishes with the redskins;
the beating off of one determined
attack and hand-to-hand battles be-
tween hunters and Indians. Those
eventiul episodes rather relieved the
monatony of the community life
sheltered behind the stout walls of
the station while day by day the

ing to the ringing ax of the setiler;
Lthe brush was being cleared away
on the plateau; & crude grist mill
was being erecled under the super-
vision of the indomitable Covalt,
and a well was being dug at the foot

and close to the purling waters of
Mill Creek which enchanting stream
now bears the more musical name
of Red Bird. No children or women
dared to venture from the stockade
unless with an armed escort of men,
hecause there was no telling when
and where the Indians would strike.
Covalt's Island is still recorded on
the plats of the county.
- - -

According to the meager informa-

the ground where now stands the
Terrace Park residences of Attorney
Loren Gatch, Eppa Rixey, Cinecin-
nati Red pitcher, and John Deiter,
in addition to the ehurch. It was a
commodious enclosure with the cus-
| tomary block houses at each corner
|and sheltering about seventeen
cabins, the roofs of whieh sloped in-
| ward from the lofty fences,

| This and all other stations of a
| similar character were built upon
| plans recommended by John Cleves
| Bymmes, who was the owner of all

of the bluff. on which now stands |
the St. Thomas Episcopal Church, |

tion available the stockade embraced |

| majestic forest trees were suceumb- | that fertile land that lay between

the two Miamis.

The hardships, of the vovages
from Fort Duguesne down the Ohio
River to the Stiles seftlement of
Columbia in unwieldy flat boats and
subjected every mile of the way to
Indian attack from the Ohio shore
and Lo the chicanery of white rene-
gades like the two naughty Girty
boys, were sagas within themselves.
Capt. Covalt brought his little fleet
of two hoats laden with followers, |
cows, chickens, pigs, horses and im-
plements necessary to carve civiliza-
tion out of the brooding wilderness,
to safety* at Columbia on January
19, 1789.

- - -

There were forty-five men, women
and children in the party. The fu-
ture site of the station was in a very
lonely region, but it had many nai-
ural advantages. The women and
children were left in Columbia, with
a tent to shelter them, while the

1en plunged into the forests with
no particular objective in mind.
Capt. Covalt selected the spot upon
which to build the stockade and
they all set to with a will, clearing
the site and erecling the fort. This
done they returned o Columbia and
escorted the women and children to
their future homes. At first the In-
dians did not molest them; ‘Fhe




savages were mostly stray hunting
parties and they confined themselves
to stealing the settlers’ horses and
hogs. But the situation took on a
more serious aspect when the sta-
tion was unsuccessfully attacked in
force at about the time that the
Girtys and Bluejacket launched mn
offensive against Dunlap's Station,
the story of which has been fold in
these narratives.
- - -

Tt was in November, 1781, that
Gen. St. Clair and his nondescript
army of regulars and militia were
soundly beaten with great loss by
the Indians about 100 miles north of
Cincinnati. Their success over the
whites made the savages tather
“cocky.” The following summer four
men, three of whom were named
Beagle, Murphy and Coleman, the
fourth member of the party being
an unknown soldier, were about a
quarter of a mile from the station
when they encountered a band of
Indians.
" The white men started on a run
through the thickets for the station,
Beagle tripped on a grapevine and
was cauzht and bound. The soldier
was killed. Beagle, Murphy and
Coleman were terribly mistreated by

| their captors on the long and agoniz-

|ing march to Defroit.
| Beagle and Murphy were sold to
the British which fact spelled the
doom of young Coleman, The In-
dlans would not part with him, but
took him away with them. He real-
ized the fate—burning at the stake
—that was ahead of him, but he
never whimpered. He was never
heard of again. )

| In March of the mext year Capt.
| Covalt himself died gloriously. He
decided to erect a home outside the
stockade so his family could have
more privacy. He, with his two sons

and Jeseph Hinkle, were makingZ

shingles not far from the fort when
attacked suddenly by the Indians,
who came upon them without mak-

ing a sound.

Hinkle was tomahawked and|
scalped. Capt. Covalt fell with two |
bullet ‘wounds, one in his breast and-]
the other in his left arm. He |

*struggled to his feet and, ax in hand, |
ran for a hundred feet before he |
fell across a long, where he died. |
Previously in June, 1789, a hunting
party in charge of Abraham Covalt,
Jr., aged 15, and comprising R.
Fletcher, Levi Buckingham, Jacob
Beagle (probably the same man who |
later was sold to the British), and |
Mr. Clemens lefi the station. ' Dis-
covering Indian signs within a quar-
ter of a mile of the fort they deter-
mined fo hasten back there and
notify the oceupants of their danger. |
Beagle and Clemens became sep-
arated from the ofhers. Aporoach-
ing Shawnee Run they saw two In-
dians taking off their moccasins pre-
paratory to wading the creek. Beagle
wanted to shoot them, but Clemens
profested.  Covalt, Fletcher and |
Buckingham were fired upon from
ambush. Young Covalt was hit, but |
kept his feet. He ran a hundred
yards alongside of Fletcher, and
‘then told the latter to hasten on to
the fort. as he was done for. The
boy then turned and faced the pur-
suing redskins. He fought Tike a |

tiger before he was overpowered and ,

tomahawked. He was scalped and
his rifle and powder horn taken hy
the savages. Hiz tomahawk was

| thrown away by them. |
* 8 8

Twenty years afterward Bucking- '
ham found the weapon, When the
other four men reached the fort and
raised the alarm a punitive expedi- |
tion set forth, but the Indians had
vanished, The body of Covalt was
recovered. "

Shortly afterwards there was an-
other grave alongside of young
Covalt’s. It contained the body of a
youth named Seward, who was slain
by the Indians while returning from
a visit to Columbia. On August 14, |
1792, John MeNamara, Isaac Gibson, f
Samuel Carswell and James Barrack
‘were bringing a hand millsione in a |
canoe from Columbia to Cavalt
when fired upon from shore below
the riffles near the latter station.
McNamara was killed and Gibson
and Carswell wounded. They escaped
however, Where the victims of In-
dian barbarity were buried at Covalt |
Station has never been disclosed.
Traces of the well dug by the de-
fenders of the station in the ereek
bottom still were visible up until a
faw years ago.
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. Within & nation’s breast.”

-

Those lines were spoken by Judge

‘Joseph Cox as the finis of & very
-able paper read before the Cincin-

.natl Literary Club many years ago.

+The paper dealf with the stirring
'scenes that attended the departurs
of Cincinnati's most distinguished
citizen, Gen. William Henry Harri-

.son, to fake up the duties of the
‘_ME‘EW_OFI:%TUEIR’BE&&S in
“March, 1841.

Judge Cox also described most
~graphically the sadness that de-
‘gcended upon the city upon the oc-
_easion of the return of his clay here
within a few short weeks after his
‘nauguration.

For many years that silent tomb
‘on. the brow of the beaufiful and
‘historic knoll in North Bend, lo-
‘cated just west of his comfortable
.old country home, was neglected and
forlorn, an abject example of the
ingratitude of nations.

2 . »

-But now a massive shaft rears its
splendid height above the tomb,
‘with the knoll terraced and with
steps leading up to it. On a tall
staff flies “Old Glory,” upon which
Gen. Harrison had cast added Ilus-
ter-through his magnificent services
to his young and sprightly country.
i The shades of evening were being
drawn upon his beloved hills on
thet torrid afternoon in July when
‘his body was entombed forever. The
grass slopes of the little hill were
‘alive with the great of the city,
gtate and nation. From Washing-
ton had come dignified senators
and congressmen as an escort of
honor. His North Bend neighbors
had gathered by the hundreds to
‘pay their last tribute of love and
respect to a sterling friend. Half of
Cineinnati, led by public officials,
had joined the host, but most sig-
nificant of all thls assemblage were
fhe gnarled and sinewey comrades
of the dead general in his brilliant
Indian campaigns.

_Of all that crowd their grief was
‘the most pronounced. On the bosom
of the great river at the foot of
the hills was a fleet of steamboats,
three of which, lashed side by side,
bhad carried the body on a re-
splendent catafalque to his final

In Memoriam to a President,

of which had darkened the skies
for miles in its silent and stately
progress down the stream which he
loved so well. :

- - -

As the tomb was gealed, the
requiem was a salute of big guns,
the roars of which reverberated
among the encireling hills. The sad
notes of taps, that sweet Iullaby of
the soldiers’ dreams, were sounded,
and he was left to the long, long
sleep.

resting place.. The others were part
of the great escort fleet, the smoke

‘Previonsly there had been impres-,]

[Public Landing,

sive services in the city itself. The
body lay in state at the home of
Gen. Harrison's son-in-law, Col.
W. H. H. Taylor, on the north side
of Sixth street, just east of Lodge
‘alley, where it was viewed by thou-
sands of his old friends and fellow
citizens,

After the religious services the
bier was placed on the sidewalk in
front of the Taylor residence, and
citizens and the military filed past
it. The marech to the river began
with muffled drums, and at the
almost within a!
stone’s throw of the spot where he|
made his first appearance in his
adopted cify, the body was taken
aboard the steamer.

The corpse had arrived from
Washington with a commitfee of
Cineinnatians as an escort, They
were Judge Jacob Burnet, J. C.
Wright, T. D. Carneal, Charles 8.
Clarkson, Edward Woodruff, L,

iteman, A. Dudley, D. A. Pawell, |
A. MeAlpin, John Reeves and Rufus
Hodges. Such was the end of the

first President from Ohio,

'ue man of sallow

| his Country" saw

' He metf Annie,

renominated _and

Willlam Henry Harrison was a lit-

complexion
times, but
his personality was most engaging
and magnetic. A5 hor:
Berkley, Va., on February 9, 1773,
the son of Benjamin Harrlson, a
signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, George W N Was
the patron of the Harrison ;
and he fnduced Willlam to-enterfﬂi
army and abandon the study o
medicine. Probably the “Father ¢
in the raw vou
the makings of a great militars

dyspeptic and choleric at

| leader. Subsequent events proved he

Was not wrong in this assumption.

Harrison'’s first military venture
was in Fort Washington, where he
arrived in 1791, When Gen. Mad
Anthony Wayne marched from Oin-

' cinnati to thoroughly chastise the
. Indians, Harrison was an officer of

the line. After that campaign he
became commandant, of Fort Wash-
ington. Romance enfered the life
of the young officer about that time.
the daughter of
John Cleves Symmes, the owner

all the land between the Miamis, Tt
was a case of love at first sight,
Judge Symmes opposed the atten-
tions of Harrison, and was some-

: what vociferous in expressing it,

During a brief absence of Symmes

| from his home the two young tﬂ

“up and got married,” and the p:
ternal blessing was bestowed upon
them after due consideration. o
- - - . PR
Harrison resigned his commission
and embarked upon a public career.
the first step of which was service

| as secretary of the Northwest Ter-

rifory. In 1799 he was elected del-
egate to Congress, and two years
later was elevated to the governor:
ship of the territory of ana;
which office he held until 1813, Dur-
ing his incumbency of that office
he was commissioner of Indian af-
fairs, and as such he made thirteen
treaties with as many tribes of red-
skins. On November 6, 1811, Gen:
Harrison thoroughly whipped the
Indians under Tecumseh at Tippe-
canoe, :
During the war of 1812, with Eng-
land, at the head of an army of reg-
ulars and backwoods riflemen;, he
defeated a mixed force of British
and Indians in the battle of the
Thames in Canada. In that en-
gagement the famous Indian chief,
Tecumseh, was killed. By reason o
his first success against the Indians,
Maj. Gen. Harrison, commissioned
such in 1813, was known as "“Tippe=
cange.” The sobriquet clung to him
until his death, to be revived with
enthusiasm years Jlater when &
grandson was the Republican nomi-
inee for the Presidency, ot AN
Slighted by the Secretary of War,
Harrison resigned his commission,
and the ensuing years found him a
member of Congress, Ohip State
senator, United States senator,
United States minister to Colombia
and clerk of the Court of Common
Pleas of Hamilton County. He wa:
nominated for the Presidency .
1836, but was defeated by Mn%
van Buren. Four years later he was
umphantly, He had a popular ma-
jority of 150,000 in the country
an electoral college majority of
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Harrison lived in a jeor

“ m, to be inaugurated. He wrote
& address in his mother’s room in
‘his old home on the James river,

in Virginia,

‘Stricken with pneumonia in the
White House, he died on April 4,
1841, & month after the day of his
induction into the highest office
in the land. In recent years the
tomb of Harrison has been an Amer-
ican shrine. The passing of time
r}nha emphasized his great services to
{the republic in its period of adol-
eseence. Mrs. Harrison, who died in
Fsﬂ, rests beside him, as do twelve

other members of the Harrison
| Family, :
4. Bo, sleep on, “Father of the West!"

[

Here, a President was born,

Willlam H, Taft. the twenty-sev-

enth President of the United States, | struction with a commodious porch

was born in this house ‘September
15, 1857. The comfortable old home-
stead, which is now occupled by,
Col. E. H. Ruffner, is situated at
2038 Aubwm avenue and is one of |
the landmarks of that region.

On February 1, 1904, he enge;
the cabinet of Theodore Roose\f:l‘z

as Secretary of War. In 1908

disorders in Cuba called for l‘gthei?
venion he for a time acted as pro-
visional governor of the island, He
was nominated for (he presidency
on the first ballot in the Republican
National convention of June, 1908
and he regeived 321 electoral votes
to William J. Bryan's, 162, Defeated
by Woodrow Wilson for & second
term with Theodore Roosevelt as
the “Bull Moose" candidate, Mr,
Taff in 1913 became Kent professor
of law al Yale lecturing on consti-
tutional Jaw il the college and in
the law school, During the World
‘War he was joint chairman of the
National War Labor Conference
Board, In June 1921 President War-

he held until his :
s eath which was

well a_s f__l'ijn_’world- over,

mourned in Cincinnati as

The dwelling is of square con-

extending along the entire front of
it, and is set pretiy far back from
the street. The large hall and the
rooms opening upon it on either side
‘are very spacious and homey.

A very atfractive feature in the
drawing room to the right of the
hall is a magnificent hand-carved
mantelpiece, the work of the late
William B. Fry, who was a master
of the art,

Mr. Taft spent his boyhood days
on Mt. Auburn, his boon compan-
fons being two neighboring youths,
Howard Hollister and Rufus Smith,
‘who also were desfined to become
eminent jurists. The hospitality ex-
tended at this hilllop home was
proverbial. The latchstring was al-
ways out.

The house was built by Judge Al-
phonso Taft, whose record of pub-

law practice again.

torney General. During 1877-82 he

He was graduated from Yale
1833 and was admitted to the bar
in 1838, affer serving & few years
as tutor at that famous seat of
learning. In-1840 he settled in Cir
cinnati and took part in politics, be
ing a member of the Republican
convention which nominated John
C. Fremont in 1856. In faci, Judge
Taft was one of the organizers of
the Republican party and contrib-
uted as much, If not more, to its
formation as his fellow Cincinnat-
jan, Salmon P. Chase.

1n 1865 he was appointed Superior ]
Court judge in Cincinnati, and he
served on that bench until 1872,
when he resigned to take up his

March 8, 1876, he was appoinfed
Secretary of War, but after two
months in that Cabinet position he
was transferred to the post of At-

practiced law in his home city, and
in April of the latter year was sent
as envoy extraordinary and minis-
ter plenipotentiary to Austria. From
1884 to August, 1885, he was min-
ister to Rﬁssin; " ¥

William H. Taft graduated with
honors from Yale in 1878, He studied
law in Cincinnati and was admitted
to the bar in 1880, From 1881 to 1883
he was assistant prosecuting attor-
ney of Hamilton County and for a
time collector of internal revenue.
After 1885 he was assistanl county
solicitor and two years later Gover-
nor J. B, Foraker appointed him to
fill an unexpired term as judge of
the Superior court. He was later
elected for a full term. In 1890 Pres ‘
ident Benjamin Harrison appointed
him Solicitor General of the United
States.
In 1892 he was made a Federal
judge of the Sixth circuit. After
eight years of splendid service on
fhat bench he was chosen in 1900
by President Willlam McKinley to
head a commission for the establish-
ment of civil government in the
Philippines and on July 4, 1901 he |
became the first civil governor of
the islands.
- - L

His benevolent administration
speedily won for him the affection
of the Filipinos and he fully re-
ciprocated in his liking for the little |/
brown men. He brought order out |
of chaos and soon had the islanders|
on a firm basis of friendship with |
Uncle Sam. :

Deeming it his duty to continue
in the islands he twice refused ap-
pointment to the United States
Supreme court bench tendered him
by President Theodore Roosevelt.

In 1902 in Rome he conducted the
important negotiations for the pur-
chase of the Catholic Friars' lands
an accomplishment which added
further luster to his great executive
ability. .

- Ao -

lic service was distinguished. He

was born In Townshend, Vi., Novem-
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Parlor.
Its decorations date from
1860 to 1870.




GLIMPSES INTO

THE PAST
“The Story of Madeira”

(Taken from the “History of
Hamilton County” by Henry
A. and Kate B. Ford, pub-
lished in 1881, by Ramona
Kaiser, past Historian Marie-
mont Chapter, D. A. R., who
is an owner of one of these
rare books),

The village is situated a little
| south of the Sycamore Township
line, on the dividing line of sec-
tions six and twelve, just half
way across the township from
east to west. It was laid out in
and J. D. Moore. They immedi-
1871 by Messrs. J. L. Hosbrook
ately began building and other-

railway station had previously
existed here, taking their name
from John Madeira, treasurer of
the Marietta and Cincinnati rail-
road, who owned a large tract of
land in the neighborhood. A
Methodist Episcopal Church was
erected here in 1873 — a neat
frame structure, thirty by forty
feet. There is also a Presbyterian
society, meeting once a month.
An Odd Fellows’ lodge, also a

 tablished institutions. The popu-
lation in 1880 was one hundred
Iand ninety-nine.

One of the first purchasers of
‘land in this part of the township
l was John JoJnes, who in 1795 se-
cured two or three tracts from
Judge Symnes. David Black, in
{1796, bought hereabout three
hundred and twenty acres, or a
half-section, for two hundred and
thirteen dollars. Lewis Woodruff
also bought a large tract, which
he leased in 10 acre lots for terms
of ten years, conditioned that the
lessee should clear the ground,
erect a dwelling, and plant an or-
chard. The wolves and panthers
were specially troublesome here
in the old days, while the deer
devoured the wheat, Bear-hunts
were quite common.

(to be continued)

|

wise improving. A post office and |

lyceum, in due time became es-




. ing served in several local offices.

' 1st Division. At the expulsion of
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GLIMPSES INTO
THE PAST

“CAPTAIN JOHN JONES”

(Beginning biographical sketches
of old settlers of and in the vicin-
ity of Madeira, as taken from
family recqrds.) :

By Ramona Kaiser

~

A very interesting man was
Captain John Jones among the
early settlers of Hamilton county.
He was active not only as a farm-
er, but served diligently in poli-
tics and military tactics.

John Jones came from Mary-
land, settling first at Rudde]%s
Station in Kentucky, coming to
Hamilton County for permanent
settlement in 1798. Prior to his
residence in Ohio, he was going
to assure himself of a fine tract
of ground. In 1795, he secured a-
bout three tracts of land in the
northeast section of Columbig
Township, from the venerable
John Cleves Symnes, for a very
small amount, in comparison to
present property prices.

In those days, prospective buy-
ers often contracted land deals
through an agent, without seeing
the land that he was buying. Of-

times, the buyer was sadly cheat- |

ed in his deal by an unscrupulous
agent; but not so with John Jones
he personally attended to his own
During the Revolution, John
contract.
Jones enlisted in the 7th Mary-
land Regiment, commanded by
Col. John Gunby and the 4th
Maryland Regiment. On Decem -
ber 10, 1776 he was commissioned
a lieutenant; and on December
28, 17717, a captain. He was pres-
ent at the surrender of Cornwal-
lis at Yorktown in 1781. =
Captain Jones apparently was
well liked in the new land, hav-

On November 7, 1801, General
Arthur St. Clair commissioned
him a captain of the Tth company,
Hamilton County, 1st Brigade,

St. Clair as governor, he was re-
commissioned in the Ohio Militia
by Governor Edward Tiffin on
May 30, 1801, a captain; and later
on July 13th of the same year,
commissioned a Major of the 1st

= = =

| Representative to the Ohio Legis-

[| bersome

Captain Jones was @leciet
lature at Chillicothe, during the
Fourth and Fifth General Assem-
blies, convening December 2,
1805 and December 1, 1806, re -
spectively. He later served from
1810 to 1815. Captain Jones trav-
elled to Chillicothe from his home
on horseback, a distance of nine- |
ty miles. It was, no doubt, a cum-

journey in those early
days, in comparison to the easy
modes of travel today.

Brigade. 1st Division.

(The story of Captain Jones to
be continued next week).
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GLIMPSES INTO
THE PAST
By Ramona Kaiser
“CAPTAIN JOHN JONES”
(Continued from last week)

Captain Jones, without doubt,
was a progressive and energetic
individual. At the time of settle-|
ment of Hamilton County, very
few settlers ventured out of the
bounds of Cincinnati, due to In-
dian troubles; but it seems that a

few fearless settlers like John|

Jones built their homes on the
hilltops, unmindful of possible
dangers. Showing the sturdiness
of the materials used by these
pioneers, is illustrated by the
fact, that the barn that John
Jones built still stands on the
property of a great-great-grand
daughter: Mrs. J. B. DeMar
(Frances Jones). Although the
exterior has been replaced since
the time of its construction, the
original beams and frames are
still intact.

An interesting letter, (now in
the possession of another great
great grandaughter: Miss Mar-
garetta Jones, of Madisonville, )
was written by John Jones to his
wife from the early State capitol
of Chillicothe, during the latter
years of his term in the legisla -
ture. It was addressed to “Mrs.
Anne Jones, on Indian Hill, near
Cincinnati.,” It reads:

_ «Chillicothe, Ohio,

December 11, 1814
Dear Wife and Children—

I take this opportunity to let
you know that I am well in health
but still lame. My ankle is much
better but shoulder is no better
nor worse. We pay $4 per week
for our boarding and 37% cents
per quart for whiskey, 75 cents a
dozen for washing and everything
is high here. How long we shall
stay here I donte know. We have
a great prospect of Peace at
Ghent with Great Britten, (Bri-
tain) I appears they have give up
almost all that we demand but
we must make preparation to go
on for fear they may deceive us.
Joseph Kerr is elected Senator in
lieu of Worthington in Congress.
I hope these lines will find you
all well. David Thomas is over
here but I hante seen him yet,
I wish Oliver to do the best he
can. I will write you again soon.
I remain your loving husband un-
il Death. JOHN JONES”

_ In 1821, John Jones died at the
age of 57 years and 15 days, from
which one may have observed
that his youth was one of many
activities, He lies buried in the
small family cemetery on a knoll
on his farm, which is now owned
by the J. B. DeMar’s. His wife,
Anne Thomas Jones, including
his children and their spouses,
are buried nearby.

On the 15th of October 1938,
his grave was marked by the Ma-
riemont Chapter, Daughters of
the American Revolution and was
unveiled by a great grandaughter
the late Miss Anna Bell Jones.
Other descendants are the fami-
lies of Larz Jones of New Or -

leans, Rufus Jones of Birming -
ham, Michigan, Mrs. J. B. DeMar,
Mr. Stephen Jones, Miss Margar-
etta Jones and Miss Olive Parrott
(Next week another sketch of a
pioneer family.) ”
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GLIMPSES INTO
THE PAST

“JOHN WEIR AND
JOHN D. MOORE”

By Ramona Kaiser |

As we go further into the story
of Madeira and the surrounding
country, we discover that the ear-
ly settlers of this territory were
men of courage and adventure.
They were willing to risk life and
fortune in pursuit of liberty and
happiness: Such was the case of
John Weir who was born in the
parish of Arbooth, Scotland, in
1882. He longed for the wilds of
America with its freedom and op-
portunities for progress. In 1847,
following 'his marriage to Eliza -
beth Stephen of his native town,
he set salefor America. Being a|
carpenter by trade, upon his ar-
rival in the New World he wan-
dered about awhile, he finally
settled on a good farm near Ma-
deira, where he concentrated his
efforts on being a good farmer. In
1881, Mr. Weir resumed his car-
pentry by building a house in Ma-
disonville. .

John D. Moore was born in
Philadelphia in December 7, 1836.
When he was two years old, his
father came to Cincinnati and set-
tled in Walnut Hills. In 1849, Mr.
Moore’s mother died of cholera.
For fifteen years, Mr. Moore op-
erated a shoe store on the corner
of Central Avenue and Sixth St.
In 1857, he married Rachel,
daughter of Major J. B. Mann, an
old settler and prominent citizen
of Hamilton County. In 1867, Mr.
Moore came to Madeira and built
fifteen houses. During his resi -
dence here, he was quite active in
township affairs; and was active-
ly engaged in the Methodist Epis-
copal Church. Mr. J. D. Moore, a
progressive, in conjunction with
J. L. Hosbrook, was instrumental |
in laying out the plans of and the
developing of the now busy and
“booming” village of Madeira.
(Next week: Major J. B. Mann)
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GLIMPSES INTO
THE PAST

MAJOR J. B. MANN
By Ramona Kaiser

Over the Allegheny Mountains
into the great Nowhwest, came a
family of sturdy pioneers: the
Mann family. From his home in
Greensburg, Westmorland Coun-
ty, Pennsylvania came J. R. Mann |
to the Ohio country in 1796. His
father, the first J. B. Mann, serv-
ed as an officer in the Revolu -
tionary War. With a deed in hand
bearing the signature of William
Henry Harrison, he braved the
still, untamed wilderness, to make
his home in Hamilton County, in
the environs of Madeira. There is,
without doubt, that in the close
association with the venerable
John Cleves Symnes, that he met
one of the daughters of this house
hold. The result of this meeting
was: that Miss Symnes became
Mrs. John R. Mann,

On the site of St. Gertrude'’s
Catholic Church, Miami Avenue,
Madeira, John R. Mann built his
home about 1797. For many years

this large, two-story brick house,
was the family homestead. Many,
many years after the death of the
original owners, this house was
acquired by the Stephens family.
How well this author remembers
the large, old-fashioned fireplac-
es; and the reception hall, with a
beautiful staircase leading to the
second floor. This -0ld home was
destroyed by fire several years
ago.

The old family cemetery on this
property was removed, and the
remains retinterred in Laurel
Cemetery, Madisonville.

Joseph B. Mann, known as
“Major” was a public spirited |
citizen in his community. He was!
the son of John R. Mann. He did |
much to develop the old Camargo |
and Madison turnpike enterprise.
(How pleased would he be today,
to see the fine highways that de-
veloped from his enterprise!) He
was quite active in the affairs of
his township and the early Meth-
odist Church. Major Mann was
the father of seven sons and two
daughters. His daughter, Rachel,
became the wife of J. D. Moore.

Major Mann was truly a p:
neer of Madeira, havinj,c:r Iifr:&
from his birth in 1804, to his
dgath in 1860, in his old home,
His wife, Catherine, died in 1875,
at the age of seventy-four years
of age, at the old Mann home -
stead.

Afnong the living descendants
f’f his son and namesake, still liv-
ing in Madeira are: Frank and
Walter E. Mann, Gladys Mann
Keys (Mrs. Ray) and Helen,
Mann Jacobsen (Mrs. Ernest). I
(Next Week: Another Pioneer
Tale)
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